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L E T T ER L. 

DEAR SIR, Fraukfow. 

l^jyiPJINCE my return from D&rtnftadt. 
1^ ^ ytd the weather has been fi> very bad, 
*•*** that I have pajQfed the time moftly 
at home. That I may obey your injunc- 
tions' to write regidarly at the ftatcd pe- 
riods, I will fend you the fubftance of a 
converiationi I had within thefe few days 
with a foreigner, a maa of letters^ with 
Vol. II. B whom 
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whom I am ia a confiderable degree of \u^ 
timacy. 

This geotleman has never been in Eng- 
land, but he fpeaks the language a Iittle» 
underftands it very vttW^ and has iludted 
many of our beil Authors^ He faid^ 
that he had found in fbme EngliOi books^ 
a folidity of reafoning, and a ftrength of 
expreffion, fuperior to any thing^ fee had 
met with elfewherej — that the Englifli 
hiftory furniflied examples of patriotifm 
and zeal for civil liberty, equal to what 
was recorded in the Greek ^r Roman 
ftSry; — that Englifh poetry difplayed ^ 
fublimity of thought, and a knowledge of 
the human heart, which no writings, an- 
cient or modern, could furpafs ; . and ia 
philofophy it was pretty generally allowed, 
that the Englifti nation had iiQ rival*— He 
then mentioned the improvements made by 
Bnglifhmeniti medicine and other ^rts* 

their 
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their fupcriority in navigation, commtsrce; 
and manufadures ; arid even hinted, fomei 
thing in praife of a feWEnglifh ftatefmeri^J 
He concluded his panegyric by- faying^ 
that thefe cotifiderations had given hitn^ th«^ 
highcft idea of the Engliftl nation, and had 
led him to cultivate the acquaintance of 
many Englifhmen whom he had occafion'^ 
ally met on their travels* But he franfclyr 
acknowledged, that his connexion widb 
thefe hid not contributed to fuppoft tfio 
idea he had formed of their nation. 

As I had heard fentiments of the famp 
kind inlinuated by others, I replied at fonJi| 
length, obferving, that if he had lived m 
the moft brilliant period of Roman gran-- 
deur, and had accidentally met with ^ few 
Romans in Qreece or Afia, and had formed 
his opinion of that illuftrlous common- 
wealth from the conduft and converfation 
of thefe travellers, his ideas would, in all 
probability, have been very different from 
B 2 thofc 
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thofc nUch the writiags of Livy, Carfar, 
Ckcro, ami Vkgil, had given him of the 
RotMn peo{^:-— That tbt manners and 
behaviour of the few Engliib he might 
luive met abroad, fo far from giving him a 
juft view of the character of the whole 
nation, very polBbly had led bim to falfe 
eoncluiion^with regard to the chara^r of 
thofe very iodividuala^ For that I myfelf 
had known many young Englifbmen who^ 
liter having lol a diffipated, infignificant 
kind of life while on their travels, and 
while the natural objeds of their ambition 
were at a ^Aance^ had changed their con- 
dud entirely upon their return, applied to 
bufinefs as eagerly as they had formerly 
bunched into extravagance, and ^ad at 
fength become very ufefol members of the 
community. 

But, continued I, Arowing tl^s con- 
fideration out of the queftion, the real 
character of a people can only be dtfcover-* 

cd 
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cd by living among them on a familitt 
footings itkd fbt a confiderable time. This 
is nt<^BkxY bdbre we can form a jaft idea 
of any nation; but perhaps more To witli 
refped to the Engltfli, than any other: for 
in no nation are the education, fentiments, 
and purfults of thofe who travel, fo different 
from thofe of the people wlo remain at 
liome. 

The firft clafs is compofed of a few in^ 
*valids, a great many young men raw from 
the univerfity, and fome idle men of for- 
tune, void of ambition, and incapable of 
application, who, every now and then, 
fauntet through Europe, becaufe they 
know not how to employ their time at 
hoffie^ 

The fecond clafe is made up of ycMunger 

brothers, who are bred to the army, navy, 

the law, and other ptoftiEons ; — all who 

foUow commerce, are employed in manBH 

B 3 fadures, 
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fadtures, or farming ; andy in one mrord, 
all :who, not bein^ born to indepenndent 
fortunes,, endeavour to remedy that ipcon- 
▼en^ncy by induftry, and thq cultivation of 
their talents. 

England is the only country in Europe 
whofe inhabitants never leave it in fearch 
of fortune. There are, moderately fpeiak- 
ing, twenty Frenchmen in London for 
every Englifhman at Paris. By far the 
greater part of thofe Frenchmen travel to 
get money, and almoft all the Englifh to 
fpend it. But we fhould Certainly be led 
into great errors, by forming an idea of 
the charader of the French nation from 
that of the French fiddlers, dancing-maf- 
ters, dentifts, and valet-de-chambres to be 
met with in England, or other parts of 
Europe. 

The gentleman acknowledged, that it 
would be unfair to decide on the French 

chara^er 
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cbara<3er from that of their fiddlers and 
dancifig-mafters ; but added, that he did 
not perceive that the Englifti could rea* 
fonably complain, fliould foreigners form 
an opinion of their national charader 
from the men of fortune, rank, and the 
mofi liberal education of their ifland* 

I anfwered, they certainly would, becaufe 
young men of high rank and great fortune 
carry a fet of ideas along with them from 
their infancy, which very often difappoint 

the purpofes of the beft education. ^Let 

a child of high rank be brought up with 
all the care and attention the moft judi- 
cious parents and ipafters can give ; — let him 
be told, that perfonal qualities alone can 
make him truly refpedtable; — that the 
fortuitous circumftances of birth and for- 
tune afford no juft foundation for efteem ; 
— ^that knowledge and virtue are the true 
iburces of honour and happinefs; — that 
idlenefs produces vice and mifery; — that 
B 4 without 
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withoiit application be caaiiot acquire 
knowledge ;-^and that without knowledge 
be will dwindle into infignifkance, in fpite 

of rank and fortimc : Let tbefe tht«igs 

be inculcated with all the power of p»- 
fuafion J let them be iUuftrated by ex- 
ample, and infinoated by fable and alle* 
gory ;— yet, do we not daily fee the effed 
of all this counteraaed by the infinuations 
of fervants and bafe fycophants, who give 
an importance to far diflFerent qualitiesy 
and preach a much more agreeable doc* 
trine ?— 

They make eternal allufions in all their 
dlfcourfe and behaviour to the great eftate 
the young fpark is one day to have, and the 
great man he mull be, independent of any 
eflFort of his own. They plainly iniinuate, 
if they do not direftly fay it, that ftudy and 
application, tho* proper enough for hofphal 
boys, is unneceflary,or perhaps unbecoming 
a man of fafhion. They talk with rapture 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNEilS IN FRANCE, &c. ^ 

of the hbin^ bonterst and face-horfes of 

'osie greattKnaii ; of tbe licli Ur^rms and brit- 

liaat eqaipi^of aoother; and how muclii 

lyMdi are la^ed and admbsed for their libera* 

lity to their fervants. Thej tell their youog 

mader^ that his rank and eftate entitles him 

to have finer hounds, horfest liveries and 

equipage than either, and to be more liberal 

to his fervants ; and confequently a greater 

man in every rcfped. This kind of poi- 

fon, being often poured upon the young 

fprouts of ^tune and quality, gradually 

Wafts the vigour of the plants, and renders 

all care and cultivation ineffectual. 

If we fuppofe that domeftics of another 
character could be placed about a boy of 
high rank, and every meafure taken to in^ 
fpirehim with other fentiments ; he cannot 
ftir abroad, he cannot go into company 
without perceiving his own importance, and 
the attention that is paid to him. Hia 
childifti pranks are called fpirited anions ; 
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his pert fpeechas are caay^Fted into boa 
mots i and when reproved or punifhed by 
bis parent or mailer, ten to one but fome 
obfequious intermeddler will tell him that 
he has fuffered great injuftice. 

The youth, improving all this to the pur- 
pofes of indolence and vanity, arrives at 
length at the comfortable perfuafion, that 
ftudy or application of any kind would in 
him be fuperfluous ;— that,he ought only 
to feek amufement, for at the bleffed age of 
twenty-one, difl:ia£tion> deference, admi* 
ration, and all other good things will bp 
Ridded unto him. 

A young man, on the other hand, whp 
Is born to no fuch expedations, has no fy- 
cophants around him to peryert his under- 
ftanding;— when he behaves improperly, he 
inftantly fees the marks of difapprobation 
on every countenance z-r-He daily meets 

with people who inform him of his fault« 

without 
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n^ithout ceremony or ciccumlocution. — He 
perceives that nobody cares for his bad hu- 
mour or caprice, and very naturally con- 
xlhdes that he had beft corrcd his temper. 
— He finds that he is apt to be negledled in 
company, and that the only remedy for this 
inconveniency will be the rendering himfelf 
agreeable.-^He loves affluence, diftin^ion 
and admiration, as well as the rich and 
great ; but becomes fully convinced that he 
<:an never obtain even the fhadow of them, 
otherwlfe than by ufeful and ornamental 
acquitements. The truth of thofe precepts, 
which is proved by rhetoric and fyllogifm 
to the boy of fortune, is experiment- 
ally felt by him who has no fortune ;, and 
the difference which this makes, is in- 
finite. 

So that the fon of a gentleman of mo- 
derate fortune has a probability of knowing 
more of the world at the age of fixteen, and 
-of having a jufter notion of people's fenti- 
5 ments 
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nents of him^ than a youth of Tcrj high 
rank at a much more advaiKred age ; for it 
is very difficult for any perfon to find out 
that he k defpifed while he coDtiuues to1)e 
flattered. 

So far, therefore, from being furprifed 
that dil%ationy weaknefs and igiK>rancej 
are fo prevalent among thofe who are horn 
to great fortunes and high rank, we ought 
to be aftonifhed to fee fo great a nqinber of 
men of virtue, diligence and geniul^oiong 
them aa there is« And if the nunS^ be 
proportionably greater in England than in 
any other country^ which I believe is the 
cafet this mufl proceed from the impartial 
^ifcipline of our public fi:hool8 ; and the 
ecjuitable treatment which boys of the 
greateft rank receive from their comrades. 
Sometimes the natural, manly fentiments 
they acquire from their fchool companions, 
ferve as an antidote againft the chlldifli, fo« 
phiftical notions with which weak or de» 
4 figning 
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figoing mea endeavour to infpire them ia 
. future life. 

The nature of the Briti(h conftitution 
contributes alfo to form a greater numbor of 
men of talents aoiMQgft the wealthy and the 
^reaty than are to be found in other coua- 
tries ; because it opens a wider field £3^ am- 
bition than any other goyernment s—and 
ambition excites thofe exertions which pro^ 
doce diint$» 




t| continued I9 you mufi ack||owledgc* 
^sk it would be. improper to form a judg- 
ment of the Englilh genius, by fampk^ 
taken from men who have greater tempta- 
tions to indolence^ and fewer ipurs to ap* 
plication than others* 

Mydifputant dill con tefted the point«and 
afferted that high birth gave a pative dig- 
oity and elevation to the mind ;— that di- 
ftin<aions and honours were originally in- 
troduced 
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troduced into famiUbs by eminent abilities 
and great virtues ; — that when a man of it- 
luftrious birth came into a company, or even 
when .his name. wa6 mentioned, this na- 
turally jaifcd a jecollcdion of the great 
adliooB and Arning qtialMes of the- eminent 
perfon ^ho had fifft acquired thbfc ho- 
Hours 5-^that a ccJrifckiufnefs of this muft 
naturally ftiittulate the prefent poflfeflbr to 
imitate the virttic^- oF his anceft6rs-;-^hat 
his degenerating would fubje(9: hi^td'-the 
higheft degree of cenfure, as theworld 
* could not, without indignation, behoWin- 
doleiice and vice dfiioniea with thfe-riWatds 
of adHvity and viirfiie. - —' 

I might have difputed this aflertioh, that 
honours and titles are always the rewards of 
virtue; and could have produced abundance 
of inftances of the oppofite propofition. But 
1 allowed that they often were fo, and that 
Tiereditary honours in a family always ought 
- to 
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tcrhave,and foinetitnes had, the effefl wTiich 
hefuppofed: but thefe, caocelSons being 
B^ade in their foUcft latitudej ftill he would 
do injuftice tothe EngliOj, by forming a 
jiiHgment <?f their national charader froni 
what he h^d qbferved of theieitfpcf, m^« 
ngrs, and genius of thofe E;ngli{hmea with 
whom he had .been acquainted in foreign 
countries j becaufe three-foqrths of theto 
were, in all probability, men of fortune, 
without haViiig/amily or h^h bdrth to boaft 
of J fo thatcthey had thcgteajtaft induce^ 
luents to iiSdnlcnce, withdiit pofleffing the 
motives to .▼iitudas exertions, which in- 
aiience people of h^h rank.^For, though 
it rarely happened in other domitries, it was 
very common in England for men of all the 
various profeffions and trades to accumulate 
very great fortunes, which, at their death, 
falling to their fons, thefe young men, 
without having had a fuitable education, 
immediately fet up for gentlemen, and run 
over Europe in the chara^ers of Milords • 

Anglois, 
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AngloiSy gamc» purchafe pidlures, muti- 
lated ftatoes and miftrefTes, to the aftonifk- 
metit of all beholders : And, confcious of 
the blot in their efcutcheon, they think it is 
incumbent on them to wafh it out, and 
make up for the impurity of their blood, by 
plunging deeper into the ocean of extrava- 
gance than is necefiary for a man of here- 
ditary fafhion. 

Hare ovir codrerfa^a ended» and the 
gentleman promifed that he would abide by 
the idea he had hitmtdai the EngliiSi na^ 
tion from the works of Milton, Locke, tad 
Newton, and the charadera of Raleigh» 
Hambdcn* and Sidney. 
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L E t t E R ii; 

Frankfom 

AMONG tJbc remarkable things id 
Firaiikfoh the inns may be reckoned. 
I'wb in particular, the Emperor and the 
Red Hoiife, for cleanliiiefs, conveniencyt 
find tiiltnber of apartments, are fliperior td 
iny I ever ikw on the continent, and vi^ 
With bur tebft nlkgiiifident ihns ill Eng- 
land* 

At theiif, is it all oth&r ihhs hi Germany 
&hd Switzerland, there is an ordinary, at 
which the ftranger§ may dine and fup. This 
Is called the Table d^ H&te, ftom the cir- 
cttmfiaiice of the landlord's fitting at the 
bottom of the table and carving the victuals* 
The fame name for an ordinary is dill re- 
tained in France^ tho^ the landlord does not 

Vol. IL C fit 
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fit at the table, which was the cafe fof-» 
merly in that country, and ftill is the cuftom 
in Germany, 

There are no private lodgings to be had 
here as in London, nor any h6tels garnis 
as in Paris. Strangers therefore retain apart- 
ments at the inn during the whole time af 
their refidence in any of the towns* And 
travellers of every denomination in this 
oountry under the rank of fovereign prin- 
ces, make no fcruple of eating occafionally 
at the table d' Hote of the inn where they 
lodge, which cuftom h univerfally followed 
by ftrangers from every country on the 
continent of Europe. 

Many of our countrymen, however, who 
defpife oeconomy, and hate the company of 
ftrangers, prefer eating in their own apart- 
ments to the taible d'Hote, or any pritattf 
table to which they may be invited. '^^^ 
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It would be arrogance in any body to diC- 
pute the right which every free-born Eng* 
lifhman has to follow his own inclination 
in this particular : Yet when people wifti to 
avoid the company of ftrangers, it ftrikes 
me, that they might indulge their fancy a$ 
completely at home as abroad ; and while 
they continue in that humour, I cannot 
help thinking that they might fave them- 
felves the inconveniency and expence df 
travelling. 

The manners and genius of nations, it is 
true, are not to be learnt at inns ; nor is 
the moft feled company to be found at pub- 
lic ordinaries; yet a perfon of obfervation, 
and who is fond of the ftudy of charadcr, 
will fometimes find inftrudion and enter- 
tainment at both. He there fees the inha* 
bitants of the country on a lefs ceremonious 
footing than he can elfewhere, and hears 
the remarks of travellers of every degree. 

C2 The 



* 
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Tlie firft care of a traveller certain!)^ 
fiiould be, to form an acquaintance and fome 
degree of intimacy with the principal peo- 
ple in every place where he intends to re*- 
fide i — to accept invitations to their family 
parties^ and attend their Ibcieties ; — to en- 
tertain them at his apartments, when that 
can be conveniently done, and endeavour to 
acquire a juft notion of their government, 
cuftoms, fentimentSy and manner of living* 
— ^Thofe^who are fond of the ftudy of man, 
which, with all'due deference to the philo- 
fophers who prefer that of beafts, birds and 
l)utterflies, is alfo a pardonable amufement, 
will mix occafionally with all degrees of 
people, and, when not otherwife engagedt 
will notfcruple to take a feat at the table 
d' Hote. 

it is faidi that low people are fometimes 

to be found at thefe ordinaries. This to be 

liire is a weighty objedion ; but then it 

^ould be remembered, ttat it is within the 

bounds 
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fcounds of poffibility, that men even engaged 
ia commerce may have literal minds, and 
may be able to give as diftind accounts of 
■what is worthy of obfervation, as if they 
had been as iijle as people of the hi^heft 
fafliion through the \yhole of their lives. 
A man mufl have a very turgid idea of his 
own grandeur, if he catinot fubmit, in a. 
foreign country, to dine at the table with 
a perfon of inferior rank j efpecially as he 
will nieet, at the fame time, with others 
of equal, or fuperior rank to himfelf : For 
all etiquette of this nature is waved even in 
Germany at the tables d' Hotps. 

A knowledge of the charaders of men, ap 
they appear varied indifferent fituations and 
<:ountrie8 j— the ftudy of human iiature in- 
deed in all its forms and modifications, is 
highly interefting to the mind, and worthy 
the attention of the greateft man. This is 
pot to bjB perfe^ly attained in courts and 
C 3 palaces^ 
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palaces. The inveftigator of nature muft 
▼ilit her in humbler life, and put htmfelf 
on a level with the men whom he wifhes to 
know. 

It is generally found, that thofe who pof- 
fefs real greatnefs of mind, never hefitate 
to overleap the obftacles, and defpife the 
forms, which may Hand in the way of their 
acquiring this ufeful knowledge^ 

The moft powerful of all arguments 
againft entirely declining to appear at the 
public table of the inn, is, that in this 
country it is cuftomary for the ladies them- 
felves, when on a journey, to eat there; and 
my partiality for the table d*H6te may 
poffibly be owing in fome degree to my 
having met, at one of them, with two of 
the handfomeft women that I have feen 
fincc I have been in this country, which 
abounds in female beauty. 

There 
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iThere is more expreffion in the counte- 
nances of French women, but the ladies in 
Germany have the advantage in the fairnefs 
of their ikin and the bloom of their com- 
plexion. They have a greater refemblance 
to Englifh women than to French; yet they 
differ confiderably from them both,— I do 
not know how to give an idea of the va- 
rious Ihades of expreffion, which, if Imiftake 
pot, I can diftinguifti in the features of the 
fex in thefe three countries, 

. A handfome French woman, befides 
the ^afe of her manner, has commonly a 
look of cheerfulnefs and great vivacity.— 
She appears willing to be acquainted with 
you, and feems to expedl that you will ad- 
drefs her. 

The manner of an Englifh woman is 

not fo devoid of reftraint ; and a ftranger, 

efpecially if he be a foreigner, may ob- 

ferve a look which borders on difdain in 

C 4 her 
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her countenapce. Even among the loyclieft 
features, fomething of a f^lky air often 
appears. While their beauty allures, this 
in fomc degree cl^ccks that freeciopi of a4- 
^refs which you tnight ufe to the French- 
•^oman, an4 interefts your vanity moxe^ by 
giving the idea of the difficulties yqu hav$ 
^0 conquer, 

^^ A German beauty, without the frnar^ 
air of the one, or the referve of the other, 
)ias generally a more placid look thai^ 
^ither. 
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LETTER LII. 



Frankfom 



CEVERAL individuals here are fond of 
diftinguifliing themfelves by their paf- 
fion for the fine arts^ and ftrangers are in- 
formed, that it is well worth while to vifit 
certain private colleftions of paintings 
which are to be feen at Frankfort. 

You know I am no connoifleur ; and if 
I were, (hould not take up your time in 
defcribing them, or giving a criticifm on 
their fubjed. For though I have feen them, 
you have notj and nothing, in my opinion, 
can be more unintelligible and tirefome to 
the Reader, than criticifms on paintings 
which he has not feen. I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that as all thefe colle<Slions have ac* 
quired the cfteem and approbation of the 

proprietors, 
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proprietors, which I prefume was the chief 
end of their creation, they are certainly in-» 
titled to refpe(3: from every unconcerned 
fpedator,— — One of them in particular 
muft be very valuable, on account of the 
prodigious fum of money which the pre-t 
fent pofleflbr was offered for it, and which 
he refufed as inadequate to its worth j 
though the fum offered would have at once 
made the gentleman eafy ia his circura-? 
fiances, "which, I am forry to fay, is far 
from being the cafe. This anecdote can- 
not be doubtedf for I bad it frop[i his own^ 
siouth^ 

It is ftill more the fafliion here to fora\ 
cabinets of natural curiofities. Befides the 
repofitories of this kind, which are to be 
feen at'the courts of the princes, many in- 
dividuals all over Germany have Mufeums 
in their houfes, and ftrangers cannot pay 
their court better, than by requefting per- 
miflGon to fee them. This would be an 

cafy 
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cafy piece of politenefs, if the ftranger were 
allowed to take a view, and walk away 
when he thought proper. But the roif- 
fortune is, that the proprietor attends on 
thefe occafions, and gives the hiftory of 
every piece of ore, petrifadion, foffil-wood, 
and tnoniler that is in the colledion; And 
as this ledure is given gratis, he aflumes 
the right of making it as long as he pleafes ; 
fo that requefting a fight of a private col* 
ledion of natural curiolities, is a more feri- 
ous matter than people are aware o£ 

The D— • of H has brought him- 

felf into a fcrape, out of which I imagine 
it will be difficult to extricate him. Being 
unacquainted with the trouble which thefe 
gentlemen give themfelves on fuch occa- 
fions, he has exprefled an inclination to 
three or four virtuofi to fee their cabinets. 
I attended him on his firft vifitation yefter-? 
day. The gentleman made an unufual 
exertion to plcafc his Grace. He faid, be- 
6 * ing 
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ing fully convinced of his tafte for natural 
philofophy, in which people of his high 
rank were never deficient, he would there- 
fore take pleafure to explain every particu- 
lar in the colleftion with the greateft deli- 
beration. He had kept himfelf difengaged 
the whole forenoon on purpofe, and had 
given orders not to be interrupted. He 
then defcanted on each particular in the 
colledion, with fuch minutenefs and perfe- 
vcrance, as completely fatiated His Grace^s 
curiodty* and gave him fuch a knowledge 
of earths, cryftals, agates, pyrites, mar- 
cafites, petrifadions, metals, femi-metals, 
&c. &c. as will, I dare fwear, ferve hirai 
for the reft of his life. 



CafleU 

I began this letter at Frankfort, not fuf-^ 

peding that our departure would be fo fud- 

den^ But as the day approached on which 

we had been promifed the fight of another 

4 cabin^( 
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cabinet of curiofities, I found the D ■■ * > ^$ 
impatience to be gone increafe every mo- 
ment. So fending our apology to the pro*- 
prietors of two or three which he had aiked 
permiflion to vifit, we paflfed one day 
with Madame de Barkhaufe*s family, and 
another with Mr. Gogle's, and then bid- 
ding a hafty adieu to our other acquaint- 
ances at Frankfort, we fet out for this 
place. We flept the firft night at Marburg^ 
and on the fecond^ about midnight, arrived 
at Caflel. 

As the ground is quite covered with fnow, 
the roads bad, and the pofis long, we were 
obliged to take fix horfes for each cliaife, 
which, after all, in fome places moved no 
fafter than a couple of hearfes. The D-^ 
bore this with wonderful ferenity, con- 
templating the happy evafion he had made 
from the cabinets at Frankfort. A flave 
who had efcaped from the mines could not 
have fliown greater fatisfadtion. His good 

humour 
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humour remained proof againft all the 
phlegm and obftinacy of the German poftil- 
lions, of which one who has not travelled 
in the extremity of the winter, and whea 
the roads are covered with fnow, thro' this 
country, can form no idea. 

The contraft of charadler between the 
French and Germans is ftrongly illuftratcd 
in the behaviour of the poftillions of the 
two countries^ 

A French poftillion is generally either 
laughing, or fretting, or finging, or fwear- 
ing, all the time he is on the road. If a 
hilt or a bad road oblige him to go flow, 
he will of a fudden fall a cracking his whip 
above his head for a quarter of an hour to« 
gether, without rhyme or reafon ; for he 
knows the horfes cannot go a bit fafler, and 
he does not intend they fiiould. All this 
noifeand emotion, therefore, means nothing; 
and proceeds entirely from that abhorrence 

of 
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of quiet which every Frenchman fiKrka in 
with his mother's milk. 

A German poftillion, on the contrary, 
drives four horfes with all poffible tranquil- 
lity. He neither fmgs, nor frets, not 
laughs ; he only fmokes ;— and when he 
comes near a narrow defile, he founds his 
trampct to prevent any carriage from enter- 
ing at the other end till he has got through. 
If you call to him to go fafter, he turns 
about, looks you in the face, trAes his pipe 
from his mouth, and fays, Yaw, Mynher; 
— yaw, yaw; and then proceeds exadly in 
the fame pace as before. He is no way af- 
feded whether the road be good or bad ; 
whether it rains, or fhhaes, or fnows:— 
And he feems to be totally regardlefs of the 
people whom he drives, and equally callous 
to their reproach or applaufe. He has one 
objea, of which he never lofes fight, which 
is to condud your chaife and the contents 
from one poll to another, in the manner 

he 
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he thinks beft for himfelf and the horfedi^ 
And unlefs his pipe goes out (in which cafe 
he ftrikes his flint and rekindles it)» he 
feems not to have another idea during the 
whole journey. 

Your beft courfe is to let him take hi^ 
oWn way at firfti for it will come to that 
at laft.-^All your noife and blufter are vaia^ 

Non vultus inftantis tyranni 
Mente quatit folida, ncque Auftcr 
Dux inquieci turbidus AdriXj 
Ncc fulminantis magna Jovis manus. 
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^le'Vter liil 



Caflcl* 



npHE attention and civilities which are 
paid to the P — of H-^ by this court 
have induced us to femaui longet than we 
intended at our arrival. 



As you feem curious to know how we 
pafs our time^ and the ftile of living bcre^ 
I fliall give you a fketch of one day, v^hich, 
with little variation, may give you an idea 
of all the reft. , 

We generally employ the morning and 

forenoon in ftudy. We go to the palace 

about half an hour before dinner is ferved, 

wtere we find all the officers who have 

been invited, aflembled in a large room. 

* 

The Landgrave foon appears, and conti- 

Vol. n. D nues 
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"nues cohvcrfihg 'With the dempany tift his^ 
confort arrives with the pfiiiccfe Chai46ttty 
arid fuch ladies as they have thought pro- 
per to invite* - 

* The company then walk to the ditilfeg 
parlour, where there are about thm^. co- 
vers every day, and the fame number in a 
fobm adjoining; The doors being left fepea ' 
between thefe apartments, the whoie forms 

4n a tttanne^ but one company. Tlie Arab- 
gers, and fuch officers as are not under the 
rank of colonel, dine at their Higfaiiefl^ 
table. 

■ The repaft continues about two hours, 
during which the converfation is carried 
6k with fome little appearance of c^- 
ftraint, tmd rather in a low voic«t, txoept 
vl^heh rither of thciir Highneffes ipeafcs.tp 
-iirrjr ■pitSon feate4 at a diiHance. ■'.' yl ., 

After 
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AiMr ^irtfMii^. ike coippany returns to the 
t^QC^ta^wb^Dttley 6rft afiembled* In this 
th^y ; ^f^4)tibvtiU the Landgrave reCMrt9» 
Whkh he Ufuallj does within about a.quar^ 
ter of an hour. Soon after the company 
feparates till feven in the evening, tHicii 
^ey again aflemUe* 

-V >*ri»". I.an4grave. plays conftantiy at Ca- 
5l»ttj0Hp) a kind of lottery, .ira:here.na ;.ad* 
-dnfi :Qr attention is requi(kd»^ a&drwhich 
tieeda hardly interrupt converfatjon. It 
T^uires about a dozen players to make his 
party. 

The tandgravind play^ at Q|jAdrill9i and 
i^OQles her own party every night.—- Other 
(liiard^bles are fet in the adjoining rooQif* 
foe the.w^vetiieflcy of any who choofe to 
lilay&'^The.gftming cotittnues about acoti- 
pie of hours*: The Laot^grave then ialutes 
her Highnefs on both cheeksi and retires 
Da to 
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to his owa apartflpnti^.irhiie iHe atad^^the 
reil of thQjcompiiiy go .to Capper « Atlhit 
xcpiift:ttere ialefs formaUfy, aad pf coat 
fequeiKQ more eafe and ^iety, ihna at 
diaaer* • . . * 

When her Highnefs.rifes from,,t%blet 
moft part of the company attend her up 
ftairs to;a fpacious anti^chamber> where (be 
remains coriverfing a few mimitefii and thea 
retires. . ^ :» , . ..j 

Thefe general forms z,re fomctimes va- 
ried by a concert in the Landgrave*s apart- 
ments. There are alfo certain days of 
Gal^ which are only diftinguiJChcd by the 
company's be^ng more numerous^ and bet*T 
ter dreflfed, than ufnal : two cixcumilancea 
which do not , add a vaft de4 to the pleafurc 
Qf thq fiatertainment. • •;..... ^ 

.... T * * • . 

Duripg the Carnival, ;there were two or 

three mafquerades. On thefe occafions the 

5 court 
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men being* aW tin; jC^ijijirinor, ^Mfi^l^Jft^t«ft: 
iA their ufual drefs, or with the addition 
ctf ^a^ftlv fiaiciftfl''<*fiameftiteV iticordihg to 
the-^akicular tafle'di^eacfe. • "- ■ ' 

• *<Pley( arto^fef^thwifelves wUH c;4t»d8 and^ 

ifig tt\is.Sntcrv«lv a getttlemaia of ike icoiJrt' 
diffiA^ a parcei''\)f tfdtfets mliis^bit, ec^P 
to tlie liiimber of rdeh in company. Th^ 
ire'pt^fented'to Ihe ladies, each of'whdrh 
draws one. • Tickefe in -the fame inahner 
are pieTetifed tti'the men, who take one a-* 
j^ec^e, which they keep till the card-playing 
is^lidlfhcd. ^ " • ' 



f , 

i. 



^Tte officer then calls number One, up-' 
on which the couple who are poflefled of 
fh^t^nunlbfer tome forward, and the gen-' 
tietnan' leads the 'lady into the fupper- 
*o6m, fits by her, arid is her partner for 
X"-"^ D 3 the 
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ner every other Numibei? is eaU^a.' ^ '^ '" • ' 

-• ■ • ' . ' .-■.•:.- L-.U. 

i^fter iiipper, all the company pot joi^^ 
their malks. Her Highaefs U leduqitiv- 
the mafquerade-room. The reft £oUov•v^ 
each lady being handed by her ppnaw.^ 
The Landgravine and her partner vvalk to 
the upper end of the room.—- The 'aeatt 
coii^'ftop at a fmall dirfanfce beldW"^ 
ttifem J— the third next to the fecbndi fthd 
fa oh till this double fiki re»qh?» from tTix^.- 
top to th^ bottom of the hjilL If there 
arc any fupenilimerarie$, they muft retire. 
to the fides, — From this arrangement you 
expert a qountry-daacc : — a miquet; hqw-t^ 
ever is intended — the mufic begins, and 



all thq ma&ers on th? floor, qpnfifltiflgr of 
twenty or th^r^y coupl?, w^k f^ jainiiet 
tQ^pthe^' This, wjiich^^^ ;^^^'^^ * P^" 
%f^ f^ffair, bei^g^ o^er, ^fve^y p^f ^,, 
dQVflj^ ttie ii^pdgrav^ j^cgpte^i. wl^^ 
^ ^ ^ generally 
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ccffivdy wii^fts many ,#iffercf>t g^njlgmcn,^ ^ 
She then takes her feat till the reft of the 
ccmip$mf h|kTetf)ftaee4 miauetSt vfhich kfi\9g 
oYCRt^j tbeicotillooe and countryniaRQes ^(Sr.r 
gWoitol QWitinue till four or, five.M^ thf ^ 

jS^'^a^bnef* is a v?ry, beai^tiful wo^an,^ . 
gm¥ ^ H?r perfon, and gf a^Y^^d, 
Ipriehtljr pharai^n She }s in danger of 
gromng corpulent, an incopveniency not , 
uncommon in Germsiny, but which fhe 
cndeavoi>r$ to retard by ufing a great deal 
of exercife. 

"Bfefidcfs the company who fup at'cotift^'' 
tfee rooms were generally crowded Wftti ' 
mafki^^frbni the town> foine of wh8m are' 
in lancy-drefies, indkeep themfelves coh^ 
ceat6d 4lf Ae tiiie/ And although thofe 
Wto eaitie ^froih the court are kbown 
Wik'ea they entei: ^e 'mafquerade-robins, 

Y?'^^^ D 4 many 
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nrany of them flip diitdfterwaf^s,' ckang<» 
their drefs, and refum to amufe- dieoa* 
lelve6, hf teafing thfeir ^ri^ds lli"tb€»r 
aflTtim'edchara:<^cr«,'-al« Is ufiial' 4t nfltf- 

qucradcs.' * . * t 

•:- .: y "o - < !; f. 

The country-dances are compoC^ of alt 
perfocs promifcuoufly, wh6 incline to join 
in them.— Two woinen of pleafure, who 
fiadcome to oafs the Carnival at CatTer in 
tnc exercife of their profeffion, and Were 
well known to many of the officers,' danced 
every mafquerade night m the country-p 
dance, which ner Highnefs led dqysrn ; 'for 
the mafk annihilates ceremony, puts every 
body ona fpotipg^ andxiot unfrequ^qt^yt 
while it coaceals; tj^^ iace moft. epfe^u^Uyi 
ferves for jpa^^Jjiji i«or^ to d^Tej^f^he 
leal charter afi^k^liq^tipns of tlsje-vvfajger,; 



f / 



^.'M f . ■* 1' ^• 
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J^EXT to the Eleaors of the Ecapbe; 
the Landgrave of Heffe Giflel is one 
of the grtatetl Priaeds in i&erman^ J 'and 
«veii ccf ih«^, tlie -e)«dors^ of BohcSoftiai 
Bavadai^ Sioi^ny, and Hanorer^ otily^ard 
ficheo T caad . more : poweffbl : ^ tlian lie^ ' Hia 
eountrytiEwgenerid hillyi with a vgnsat 
deal of wbodi but intaffperfed with fcrtiUbs 
Taileys and cotn^fields^ Tlie large fubfidiea 
this Gonrt; received' from Britain during t6e 
two laft" war^s. with what is given in* llitf 
fhne of pfeace, by way of retaining jfee, have 
g^tly dohtribnted tothe prcfcnt flourilh-; 
ihg ftate^cif its financed, ' 

The 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



?;T^P. J^^ig^H^ Prince fg^fiprfs iHe/Rro-^^, 
te%^t\f%iiti -^bout twenty yfar9.4|gcsafi^i 
mifdeji |)uMic f^f^feffion of the R^MnaOi) 
Coolie Teligion> in t^ lifetime! of ; tber 
hiA Ljhndgrave, his father. This, piinct 
grgsA uaeaiinefs to the old PrioKcef ^acnd > 
ajai^med' hU fubjed^Si who are 9M* ¥sf>^ 
tcftaaWcv ^ ^ '* - 

r^^ecftitcs of the Lanjigravkite'^ert af- 
feaa^ed.oa.thk i^port^fit occufic^if and 
j|ichniiiiafi,kn8 taken a» were jodged^nece^ 
far^ «» jnatacain the religion ^ndcDi^4<ti;-« 
1^ {pfethe^eouatryy againft any &itiire ats? 
tahifA 4o fubvert them. The Hereditafy^ 
P^)]^ was esLclnded from all ihare an IHe 
0tliittidn^ his £)nS) who were put timifec 
tbrmit^ of the Princefe Mary of Grreat 
jteiiainrhis fir ft wife, lining at that time 
&jparate fr<»n her ImilAnd. The eldeft 
(m^ upon his fsoAnti^i acceCtCKi to th& 
Landgraviate, was put b^t)ofle(fion of th6 

^ \ county 
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cdiic^y'df ¥li(&aus fo that the itlhaUfiints 
hiAt fdlUdifitoav^tiiency ftum thttUiiti^ 
oii^lt PHiure's religktii* And its- Md 
biihfe)f ha reaped no earthier adv«Mftgi^ 
ekber io point of honour or profit, by Ut 
eteiverfiim,- it is prefumable, that his High- 
trtft*« hc^K arc now limited to th« riewardi 
which may await him in another worldr • 

T^9 Prince keeps on fix>t i^J^ooo mcrt 
ii)itiai9xOf peice, diiieifjiaed acconfiag .m 
thji Frufiiftfl plan, the LaQ%t«ve:luailBif 
ktmg tbr rank of Field Marihal la A» 
Pfi^£ian army*. The Prince n fplM ■^. 
exercifing them ; but not hawing a h^idir 
oatpurpoTe, as the Prince of HcShXhttik^ 
%^baii, he. takes that amufenseot vhmi 
t|#^Tifeath«r is very bad in the dioiagHfocdtt 
QfnAw8?|)llaefii} wh<re I hare f^t^um&f 
ffrnwrfior thr^fi.hiwKfcei of l4id(firikbai3i 
tlJIpnt^f 5gua?d»,perfQ«!n^ their maBcouwat 
Wkh illl, Ep^^ifj dextf rity. . , ;, f , , ; 

The 
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^krtf-^Mei^«€WaEle», b«s a- regtmenj 
kai th^I^arfgraTC^ fervice, aivi' ' refides aft 

^J»-''- r-v ' -•• 

. :iTi^^« J?er^a, who has the <^ef .manage^ 
.^jkqat . ia^^mijuary . affairst , ia^ General ^ScU- 
ven^a maa.pf ^ ^c^e^lagly juft and ac^ 
Citrate underftanding, which he has finely 
tvM^mi hf feeding and refletaion. ' 

vi JibftVe therjjfcpplnefi to he jntifiiately ac- 
attainted i^ith/triatny other c^cen^ in thU 
$tf vksut-idtn trpfia ^maaQer, . and undefign* 
^Ig^fiivilityiidiJliQgiaiflxthe Gcnnan charac*. 
tOf; .QUaUtiei which natu!ra% bamih.[r)e*^ 
IffVey and'/ihfpire ix)afideiice« lAodiwlKM; 
Diake^ the coaverfation' of thefe gentlemen 
IftUl more agreeabld and interefling to me> 
i&the juftice they leem ifand 6f rendering 
to the bravery of the Britifh troops with 
whom they ferved;- They always mention 
' ■ the 
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'the mines. ^<[i£/rGr&iik7c; ^^14girit^9 -.i«^ 
Kingflcy»i. vtkK tbe ,4i%liefta etisOiDlwtW, 
and fpeak \bith gffe^ioitads^re^fd oSifomc 
ofBccrs with whoni they /nrere more, ia- 
timatelyacquainted^pattihilarty Mn Keitlby 
now^^ at Vienna, and Colonel ^ John Mas- 
wet!, whom they applaud as .one of.:the 
braveift and moft stiQira^6&tetB that fervcd 
in the allied army ; and feem fbndof .meiH 
tioning inftances of the amazing intrepidity 
of the Britiih groiadiers whom he torn- 
taanded* ' . 

Beiides thofe adually ki the Landgrave's 
jfervicef ther« are fome other perfoas of 
note who refide at Caflel. I £3m.^timft 
ff^ anaft^Cioon with eld General ZaArpvy, 
w^o had the command of the garri£xiof 
Schweidpitz, when it was furprifed hy th% 
Aufiriang^neral Laudobn* 

If you recoiled, that important place 
had been taken from the Pruflians in the 

year 
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yejur 1757^ by Gowtt Nadaftu I«; was 
^^blodtadtd bf the Kin^ of Fr^a inutile 
'Wititef of tintt fame year^ and fturemiejwl 
to Mim in fpring i758> after one half >of 
the garrifoQ had fallen in defeodlng^^^ 
place. In the year 1761, Laudohn retook 
it almoft in fight of the Pruffian monarch, 
by the tfko& brilliant conp*4e*lnaiii /thsit 
pethapg ever was ftruck. 

/ TbcXing^s army and LaudoWa wexfc 
both in the neighbourhood of Scfaiv^- 
nitz^ The latter could not attempt a ^ isd- 
gular fiege, while he was watched by farfi 
an enterprifing enemy. But obferving that 
the Kmg had moved at a greater diftance 
than uftial from the town, and kQOwit% 
tfa&t more than one half of the garrifoa had 
been drafted, he refolved on an ent^prile 
as bold as it was fagadous. One morninrg 
early this vigilant commander, taking the 
^idvantage of a thick fog, marched his army 

to 
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''tor the tGrnnboFi SdL^idmtz m four din* 

fyyoB. 'Ssalibg ladktett w^eapplkdfcvlite 

ttokpftti^ aofd fpme of ithe Auflrians hi^l 

.adiially watered the town> before they wwc 

dbfefved by the centinels. 

The gorrifon, being at laft focifedi at- 
^cked tbe afiailants in a lurioos manner*-^ 
The confufion was increafed by the blow- 
ing up of a powder magazine, which de- 
ifiroyed great numbers on both iides« The 
Gavembr was tikenr prifoner, %hting 
4word in hand on the rampartSt and the 
iown fiirrendered. -, 

- This exploit eftablifhed the reputatfon of 
^udobhv while poor Zaflrow, accordidg 
Wthe ufual fate of the unfortunate, b$^ 
time a prey to the calumny of the unfee!- 
ing'mfli ungenerpua. He demanded a trial 
iiy a court, martial.-— The King ^d ther^ 
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was no occafioa fat that^ as -he did not* ad« 
cufe him of anf crime^-^But he did not 
judge it expediekit to jempldy: him in any 
command after this misfortuae. 

I have heard the old man relate all the 
particulars of that affair, and the ac-^ 
count he gave h?is beea confirmed to f m^ 
by officers well infqrmedj and tinconne£3:od 
with him, 

A company of Freach comedians are 
lately arrived here, which forma a new ro» 
fource for the court. They .rem^iafi* 
weeks, or two months. The Landgrave pays 
them a fiipulated fum* for ading twice a 
week during that time; and they have 
fcarcely any emdumeat befide; for the 
inhabitants of Caflel, viho are Calviniftji, 
fliew no gre?it paffipn for dramatit. enter- 
tainments. 

The 
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The playhoufe is neat, though fmaill. 
The front gallferyi with a convenient rooni 
behind; is* appropriated to the court* 
When the Prince ot Pridcefs ftands up, 
whether between the ads, or in the time 
of the reprefentatiod, all the audience, pit; 
box, and gallery, immediately arifej ahd 
remain in a Handing pofture till their fove- 
rcign fit down. . 

Since the arrival of thefe players, the 
court has been uncommonly brilliant, and 
the Gala days more frequedt, Yefterday 
was a very fplendid one. I then obferved 
in the drawing-room, two perfons, neither 
of whom is a Heflian, faluting each other 
with great politenefs and apparent re- 
gard. A little after, one of them touched 
my fhoulder, and, pointing to the others 
whifpered in my ear, — Prenez garde, Mori- 
fieur, de cet hommej c'eft un grand co- 
quin; 

Vol. 11. fe th^ 
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The other within a few minutes camtf 
to me, faying, Cfoyez vou^, Monfieur, que 
vous puiffiez rdconiloit^'C uti fou fi je vous 
le montrois ? — Le voilS, added hei fiiowing 
the {ierfon who had Whi<\)ered me befoire. 

I have befen fmce told, by thofe wiio 
know both, that each had hit exadly upon 
the other'^s charader. 

This little trait I have mentioned merely 
on account of its fingularity, and to fhow 
you how very different the manner^ of this 
court, and the fentiments of the courtiers 
here with regard to each other, are froniF 
diofe at St. James's. 
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LETTER LV. 

^HE city of Caflcl IS fituated on the 
river Fulda» It coafifts of an old and 
new town.' The former is the largeft and 
moft irregular. The new town is weU 
built ; and there, as you may believe, the 
nobility and oflScers of the court have their 
houfes* The ftreets are beautiful, but not 
over*crowded with inhabitants* 

Befides the large chateau in the town o£ 
Caflel, which is the Landgrave^s winter 
refidence^ he has feveral villas and caftlea 
in different parts of his dominions. Imme- 
diately without the town, there is a very 
beautiful building, in which he dwells for 
the riioft part of the fummcr. The apart- 
£ 2 ments 
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ments there are neat and commodious, fome 
of them adorned with antique ftatues of 
confiderable value. 

None of the rooms are fpacious enough 
to admit of exercifingany confiderable num- 
ber of the troops within their walls ; but 
his Highnefs fometiraes indulges in this 
favourite recreation on the top of this villa, 
which has a flat roof, moft convenient for 
that purpofe. 

Ai'otind this are fome noble parks and 
gardens, with a very complete orangery. 
There is alfo a menagerie, with a confi- 
derable colledion of curious animals. I 
faw there a very fine lionefs, which has 
lately loft her hufband — an elephant — three 
camels in fine condition, one of them milk- 
white, the other two grey, and much 
taller than the elephant ;— an African deer, 
a fierce and lively animal, with a Ikin beau- 
I tifully 
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tifully fpotted > — ^a very tall rain-deer — fe- 
veral leopards — a bear, and a great variety 
of monkies,-— The colledion of birds is 
ftill more complete, a great many of which 
are from the Eaft Indies. 

In the academy of arts, which is fituat- 
ed in the new town, are fome valuable an- 
tiques, and other curiofities, among wliich 
is a St. John in Mofaic, done after a picture 
of Raphael's, with the following infcriptioft 
below it. 



IMAGINEM S. JOHANNrS 

EX ITALIA ADVENAM 

IN RARUM RARiE INDUSTRI/El HUMANiE MONUMENTUM 

HANC COLtOCARI JUSSlT 

FREDERICUS II. HASSIiE LANDCR. 

A. M. D. CCUC V. 



But this art of copying paintings in Mo- 
faic work, I underftand has of late been 
broijght to a much greater degree of p.cjrr 
fedlion at Rome, 



E 3 In 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

In the veftibule is placed the trunk of a 
laurel tree, with this infcription on the wall 
behind it. 



QUiE 

PJ;R OCTO PRINCIPUM CATTORUM iETATIS 

IN AMiENIS INCLYTI CASSEL, 

VIRIDARII SPATIAM FLORUIT 

LAURUS 

ALT. giRCITER LIV. LAT. IV. FED. RHENAN, 

AD TEMPORA HEROUM 

5ERENISS. DOMUS HASSIi? 

CORONIS CINGENDA, 

PENIO, SED NON IMPROLIS, EMORTUA EST 

NE VERO TOTA FERIRET 

ARBOR APOLLINI SACRA 

TRIJNCUM IN MUSEO SERVARI JUSSIT 

FREDERICUS IJ. H, L. 

A. M.D.CCLXm. 



They alfo fhow a fword, which was 
confecratcd by the Pope, and fent to one 
of the Princes of this family at his fetting 
out on an expedition to the Holy Land. 
What havoc this facred weapon made 
gmong the infidels I cannot fay. — It has a 

very 
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T<?ry %[enerahle appearance for a fword, and 
yet feoms little the worfe for wear. 

Near the old chateau, and a little to one 
fide, is a colonade of fmall pillars lately 
built, and intended as an ornament to the 
ancient caftle, though in a very different 
ftyle of architedure. The.flimnefs of their 
form appears the more remarkable on 
account of their vicinity to this Gothic 
ftrudure. 

Some time fince, a mountebank came to 
CafTel, w]io, befides many other wonder- 
ful feats, pretended that he could fwallow 
and digeft ftbnes. A Heflian officer walk- 
ing before the chateau with an Englifh 
gentleman, who then happened to be at 
Caffel, alked him, What he thought of 
the fine new colonade ? — It is very fine in- 
deed, replied the ftranger ; butifyouwifti 
it to be durable, you ought to take care 
E 4 not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r6 VIEW OF SOCIETY ANQ 

not to allow the mountebank to walk this 
yrsLj before breakfaft. 

Nothing in the country of Heffe is more 
worthy the admiration of travellers, thap 
the Gothic temple and cafcade at Wafear 
ftein. There was originally at this place 
an old building, which w^s ufed by the 
tPrinces of this family as a kind of huntings 
houfe. U is fituated near the bottom of 
a high mountain, and has been . enlarged 
and improved at different times. But the 
prefent Landgrave's grandfather, who was 
a Prince of equal tafle and Qiagnificence, 
formed, upon the face of the taountaia 
oppofite to this houfc, a feries of artificial 
pataradts, cafcades, and various kinds of 
wrater-works, in the nobleft ftyle that can 
pe imagined. 

The principal cafcades are in the middle, 
pipd on each fide are flairs of large black 

ftone§ 
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^oner of a flinty texture, brought from a 
rock at a confiderable diftance. Each of 
thefe flairs confifts of eight hundred fteps, 
leading from the bottom to the fummit of 
the mountain ; and when the works are 
allowed to play, the water flowing over 
them forms two continued chains of 
fmaller cafcades. At convenient diftances, 
as you afcend, are four platforms, with a 
fpacious bafon in each; alfo grottos and 
caves ornamented with fhell-work, ftatuea 
of Naiads^, and fea divinities. — One grotto 
in pardciyar, tolled the grotto of Neptune 
and Amphitrite, is happily imagined, and 
jirell executed. 

The water rufties from the fummit of 
this mountain in various ftiapes : — Some- 
times in detachpd cafcades, fometimes in 
large {heets like broad cryftalline mirrors ; 
^t one place, it is broken by a rock con- 
^jfting of huge ftones, artificially placed for 

that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S9 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

that purpofe.— There are alfo fouatain$» 
■which ejedl the water in columns of fii^e 
or fix inches diameter to a confiderable 
ilfight. 

All this muft have a very briUiant efFed 
ishen viewed from the bottom. This 
fight, however, I did not enjoy ; for there 
]xu been a contintted froft ever fince we 
have been at Caflel ; and when I vifited 
Wafenftein, the fields were covered with 
fnow, which did not prevent my going to 
the top, though it made the afcent by the 
ftairs exceedingly difficult. 

On the higheft part of the mountain, a 
pothic temple is btiilt, and upon the top 
of that an obelifk, which is crowned by 
A coloflal ftatue of Hercules leaning on his 
flub, in the attitude of the Farnefe Her*» 
cules. This figure is of copper, and thirty 
feet in height. There is a ftair-cafe within 

the 
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the elub by which a man may afcend, and 
have a view of the country from a window 
at the top. 

Wafenftein, upon the whole, is infinite- 
ly the noblcft work of the kind I ever faw, 
I have been aflured, there is nothing equal 
to it in Europe. It has not the air of a 
modem work, but rather conveys the idea 
of Roman magnificence. 

We think of leaving this within a few 
days for Brunfwick. — I fhall not clofe my 
letter till we get to Gottingen, where we 
may probably ftay a fliort time. 

P. S. The D. and I took our leave of the 
Court and our friends yefterday, and aduaU 
ly fet out from Caffel this morning ; but 
finding the roads entirely overfliowed by the 
extraordinary fwelling of the Fulda, we 
were obliged to return. A great thaw for 
J -^ fomc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 

fome days paft diffolving the fnow and ice, 
has occafioned this fwelling, and rendered 
the roads impafTable. 

After taking leave we could not appear 
again at courts but dined at one of the 
jnefles with the oflScers. — From this party I 
^m juft returned, and finding it uncertain 
when we may get to Gottingen, I fend this 
|o-night. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER LVI. 

> 

Brunfwick, 

A S foon as the roads were paflable, we 
left Caflel, and arrived, not without 
difficulty and fome rifk, at Munden, a 
town fituated in a vale, where the Fulda, 
being joined by another river, takes the 
name of the Wefer. 

This town feems to run fome danger 
from inundations. The road, for a con- 
liderable way before we entered it, and 
the ftreets neareft the river, were ftill 
overflowed when we pafled. 

We went on the fame night to Got- 
tingen, an exceedingly neat and well- 
built town, fituated ia a beautiful coun- 
try. The univerfity founded here by 

George 
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George the Second has a confiderable re- 
putation. We made but a fhort ftay at 
Gottingen, and arrived about a month fince 
at Brunfwick. 

The D— of H- had been expcded 
here for fome time, and was received by 
this court with every mark of attention 
and regards He was preffed to accept of 
apartments within the palace, which he 
thought proper to decline. We fleep 
every night at private lodgings, but may- 
be faid to live at court, as we conftantly 
dine, pafs the evening, and fup there^ 
except two days in every week that we 
dine with the Hereditary Prince and Prin-» 
cefs at their apartments. 

The family of Briinfwick Wolfenbuttle 
derives not greater luftre from its antiquity, 
fltmi having given empreffes to Germany, 
and from having a younget branch on the 
thront of Britain, than from foine living 
c\iara€ters now belonging to it. 

The 
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iThe rfei^ning Duke has that ftyle of 
converfatloh, thofe manners and difpofi** 
tions^ which, in an inferior ftation of Hfe^ 
Would acc^uire him the charader of a fen- 
fiblfe, worthy gentleman. 

The Duchefs is the favourite fifter of the 
King of Pruffia. She is fond of ftudy, and 
particularly addided to metaj^yfical in- 
quiries^ which, happily, have not (haken 
but confirmed her belief in Chriftianity. 

The military fame and puhlic charader 
of l)oke Ferdinand are known to all Eu- 
rope^-^In private life, he is of a ceremo- 
nious politenefs, fplendid in his manner of 
living, attentive even to the minutiae of 
his toilet, and fond of variety aftd magni- 
ficence in dreft. 

He has lived conftantly at his brother^s 
court fince the D— of H — came to Brunf- 
wick ; but he gefterally paffes the futa- 
mer in the country. 

The 
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The Hereditary Prince ferved under hi^ 
uncle during the lail war, and commanded 
detached parties of the army with various 
fuccefs. His adivity, courage, and third 
of glory, were always confpicuous ; but 
his youthful ardour has been fince mel- 
lowed by time, ftudy, and refledion ; and 
if he ftiould again appear in the field as 
a general, it is imagined that he will be as 
ipuch diftinguiftied for prudence, policy, 
and judgment, as he ever was for fpirit and 
cnterprize. He has at prefent the rank of 
Lieutenant-General in theKingof Pruffia's 
fervice, and the command of the garrifon 
at Halberftadt. 

I fay nothing of his Princefs : — Her 
open cheerful charader is well known in 
England, and her afFedion for her native 
country is in no degree diminiQied by ab- 
fence* 

The Prince Leopold is a very amiabltf 
young ftian. He feems much attached id 
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Ihe D — of H » with whom he lives 
bn an intimate and friendly footing. 

His lifter, the Princefs Augufta, is greatly 
beloved by every body, on account of her 
obliging temper and excellent difpofition^ 

Thefe llluftrious perfons always dine and 
fup together, except two days in the week» 
as I have already faid. With them the 
officers of the courts and the ftrangers who 
are invited^ make a company of about 
twenty or thirty at table. 

In the evenmg the aflembly is more mi* 
tnferous. There is a large table for Vingt- 
un, the Dutchefs preferring this game» 
becaufe a great number of people may be 
engaged in it together. The reigning 
Duke and Prince Ferdinand always join 
in this game. 

Thd Hereditary l^rincefs forms a Qua* 

Grille paf ty for herfelf t Her hufband never 

Vol. II. F play« 
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|)lays at all. The whole is intended merely 
for paftime, all kinds of gaming being dif- 
couraged. The Dutchefs in particular al- 
ways puts a very moderate flake on her 
cards. — A man muft haye very bad luck 
to lofe above twenty piftoles in an even- 
ing ; fo we are in no danger from gaming 
while at this court. 

One wing of the palace is occupied by 
the Hereditary Prince's family. He has 
at prefent three fons and as many daugh- 
ters, all of the fair complexion, which 
diftinguifhes every branch of the Bruns- 
wick line. 

A few days ago, I accompanied Prince 

Leopold and the D — of H on a vifit 

to Duke Ferdinand, who was then at his 
houfe in the country, about fix miles from 
this place. In that retreat he paffes the 
greateft part of his timet He is fond of 
gardeaing, and is now employed in laying 
4 out 
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but and dreffing the ground, in what i$ 
called the fingUQi tafte. 

His Serene Highnefs cbnduded the D— - 
round all his park, arid (hewed him hi$ 
plans and improvements. The greateft 
obftacle to the completely beautifying this 
place, arifes from the furface of the coun- 
try being a dead flat, and incapable of 
jgreat variety; 

The houfe is furrounded by a Foflcj 
and contains a great number of aparN 
merits. The walh of every room ar6 
hung with prints, from the roof to within 
two feet of the floor. Perhaps there is 
not fo complete a colledion of framed ones 
in any private houfe or palace in th6 
world. While Prince Ferdinand played 

u Billiards with the D— of H -, I 

continued with Prince Leopold exanouning 
thefe prints, aifd could fcarccly recoiled 
a good one th^t I did not find here* 

Fa H18 
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His Highnefs faid it was equally diflS-^ 
cult and expenfive to have a coUedion of 
good paintings, and nothing could be 
more paltry than a bad one : he had 
therefore taken the refolution to adorn his 
houfe with what he certainly could have 
good of its kind ; and next to fine pidures^ 
he thought fine prints the moft amufing 
of all ornaments. But, added he, with 
a fmile, every tolerable room is now per^ 
fedly covered, and I have lately received 
a reinforcement of prints from England, 
which will oblige me to build new apart- 
ments to place them in, puifque je fuis 
toujours accoutume a donner un pofte ho* 
norable aux Anglois. 

The company had been Invited tobreak- 
faft ; but the repaft was a very magnifi- 
cent dinner, ferved a little earlier than 
ufual. There were only fix perfons at ta-' 
ble ; but the number of attendants might 
without difficulty have ferved a company 

of 
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of thirty. The prince, who is always ia 
the utmoft degree polite, was on this occa- 
cafion remarkably affable and gay. He 
called toafts after the Englifh cuftom, and 
began himfelf by naming General Con- 
way ; he afterwards gave Sir H. Clinton, 
and continued to toaft fome BritiKh officer 
as often as it ?ame to his turn. — You may 
believe it afforded me fatisfadion to have 
liad an opportunity of obferving a little 
of the private life of a perfon who has 
afted fo confpicuous a part on the theatre 
of Europe. 

As he has not returned to the Pruffian 
fervice, and feems to enjoy rural amufe- 
ment8,and the converfation of a few friends, 
it is thought he will not again take a part 
in public affairs, but for the reft of his 
life repofe, in this retreat, on the laurels 
he gathered in fuch abundance during the 
Jaft war. 

F3 
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J. ^ T T E R LVII. 

Brunfivick. 

1 

'T^ H E town of Brunfwick is fituated in 
a plain, on the banks of the Ocker. 
The houfes in general are old, but many 
new buildings have been ereded of late, 
and the city acquires frefh beauty every 
day. 

Fortifications have been the caufe of 
much calamity to many towns in Germany, 
having ferved not to defend them, but 
rather to attrad the vengeance of enemies. 
For this reafon, Caflel, and fome other 
towns, which were formerly fortified, are 
now difmaiitled. But the fortifications at 
Brunfwick were of great utility laft war, 
^ind on one occafion they faved the town 
^rom being pillaged, and afforded Prince 

Frederick^ 
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Frederick, who is flow in the Pruffian fer-.- 
vice, an opportunity of performing an ac- 
tion, which, I imagine, would give hira 
more joy than twenty vidlories. This hap-^ 
pened in the year 1761, foon after the 
battle of Kkch Denkern, when Duk« Fer- 
dinand proteded Hanover, not by con^ 
during his army into that country, and de- 
fending it dite£tly, as the enemy fcemed to 
expedl, and probably wilhed; but by diver- 
fion, attacking with ftrong detachments, 
commanded by the Hereditary Prince, their 
magazines in Heffe, and thus drawing their 
attention from Hanover to that quirter. 

White the Duke lay encamped at Will- 
hemflhAlI, watching the motions of Bro- 
glio's army, the Marechal being greatly 
fuperior in numbers, fent a body of 20,000 
men undeir Prince Xavier of Saxony, who 
took poflcflion of Wolfenbuttle, and foon 
after invefted Brunfwick. , 

F 4 Prince 
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Prince Ferdinand, anxious to favc hifli 
native city, ventured to detach 5000 of hia 
furmy^ fmall as it was, under his nephew^ 
Frederick, aiElled by General Luckener, 
with orders to harafs the enemy, and en-r 
deavour to raife the fiege* The young 
Prince, while on his march, fent a foldier 
with a letter to the Governor, which waji 
wrapped round a bullet, and which the 
foldier was to fwallow in cafe of his being 
tjtl^en |?y thp pneipy.^-rHe h^^d the goo4 
fortune to get fafe into the town.-^The, 
)etter apprifed the commander of the gar- 
rifon of the Prince's approach, s^nd particiiT ? 
larifed the night and hour when he ex-^ j^ 
pedted to be at a certain place near thQ * 
town, requiring him to favour his. enT 
trance^ 

In the middle of the night appointed, 
^he Pfince fell fuddenly on the enemy's 
payalry, who, unfufpicious of his approach, 

were 
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^ere encamped carelefsly within a mile of 
the town. They were immediately dif- 
perfed, and fpread fuch an alarm among 
the infantry, that they alfo retreated wit^ 
i^nfiderable lok. 

Early in the morning, the young Prince 
entered Brunfwick, amidfl the acclama-* 
tions of his fellow-citizens, whom he had 
relieved fpoin the horrors of a fiege. — The 
Hereditary* Prince having deftroyed the 
French magazines inHefle, had been re^ 
called by hisunde^ and ordered to attempt 
the relief of Brunfwick. While he was ad-^ 
vancing with all poffible fpeed, and had 
got within a few leagues of the town, hQ 
received the news of the fiege being raifed. 
On his arrival at his father's palace, he 
found his brother Frederick at table, enter* 
taining the French officers, who had been 
laken prifoners the preceding night. 

Thp 
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The academy of Brunfwick has been 
new-modelled, and the plan of educatioa 
improved, by the attention, and under 
the patronage, of the Hereditary Piince. 
Student? now refort to this academy from 
many parts of Germany ; and there are ge* 
nerally fome young gentlemen from Bri- 
tain, who are fcnt to be educated here. 

Such of them as are intended for a mi- 
litary life, will not find fo many advan-« 
tages united at any other place on the con- 
tinent, as at the academy df Brunfwicki; 
They will here be under the proteflion of 
a family partial to the Britifli nation ;— 
every branch of fcience is taught by maf- 
tcts of known abilities ;— the young ftu- 
dents will fee garrifon-duty regularly per- 
formed, and may, by the intereft of the 
Prince, obtain liberty to attend the re- 
views of the Pruffian troops at Magde* 
|)urg; and Berlin; — ^They will have few 

temptations 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IN PRANCE, &c. 75 

temptations to escpence, in 9, town where 
tbey can fee no examples of extravagance, 
'. — have few opportunities of diflipatioq« 
?uid none of grofs debauchery. 

I paffed a day lately »t Wolfenbuttle, 
which is alfo a fortified city, the ancient 
refidence of this family, -^The public li- 
brary here is reckoned one of the moft 
complete in Germany, and contains many 
curious ipanufcripts. They fhowed us 
fome letter^ of Luther, and other original 
pieces in that reformer's own hand- 
writing. 

Having dined with Colonel Riedefel, 
who commands a regiment of cavalry iq 
this "town, I returned by Saltzdahlen. This 
is the only palace I ever faw built 2ilmo(| 
entirely of wood. There are, neverthelefsj 
fome very .magnificent apartments in ity 
%ni 2^ great gallery of pi^res, fome of 

which 
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which are allcnved by the conooifTeurs to 
be excellent. I will not invade the pro- 
vince of thefc gentlemen, by prefuming 
to give my opinion of the ijierits or de- 
fers of the pidures, though I have often 
heard thofe who are as ignorant as myfelf, 
decide upon the interefting fnbjed of 
painting, in the moft dogmatic manner* 
The terms Contour, Attitude, Cafting of 
Draperies, Charging, Coftume, Paffion, 
Manner, Groupe, Out-line, Chiaro Scuro, 
IJafmony, and Repofe, flowed from their 
tongues, with a volubility that com- 
manded the admiration of all thofe who 
could not difcover, that in the liberal 
ufe of thefe terms confifted all thofe gen- 
tlemen's tafte an4 knowledge of the fin? 
arts* 

Confcious of my ignorance in the myf- 
teries of connoifTeurfliip, I fay. nothing of 
the pictures, and prefuipie oqly to give my 

opinion^ 
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opinion, that the gallery which contains 
them is a very noble room, being two 
hundred feet long, fifty broad, and forty 
high. 

In this palace there is al(b a cabinet of 
china procelain> containing, as we were 
told, feven or eight thoufand pieces ; — ^and 
in another fmaller cabinet, we were fliewn 
a coUeftion of coarfe plates, valuable only 
on account of their having been painted 
after defigns of Raphael. 

The country about Brunfwick is agree- 
able* I was particularly pleafed to fee 
fome gentlemen's feats near this town ; a 
fight very rare in Germany, where, if you 
avoid towns and courts, you may travel 
over a great extent of country, without 
perceiving houfes for any order of men be- 
tween the Prince and the Peafant. 

I fpent 
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I fpent yefterday Very agreeably fourteeri 
miks from Brunfwick, at the houfe of 
Mr. de Wcjfti^Alen. Thk gentlemaft at- 
tended Duke Ferdinand during the late 
war in the character of his private fe- 
cretary ; an office which he executed en* 
tirely to the fatxsfaftion of that Prince, 
whofe friendlhip and confidence he ftill 
retains. 

Mr. de Weftphalen has written thehiftory 
of thofe memorable campaigns, in which 
his patron had the command of the allied 
army, and baffled all the efforts of France 
in Weftphalia. Though this work has 
been finiftied long fince, the publica- 
tion has hitherto been delayed for poli- 
tical reafons. It is to appear however 
at fome future period, and is faid to he 
a mafterly performance. Indeed, one would 
naturally fuppofe this from the remark- 
able acutenefs and fagacity of the author^ 

who 
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'who was prefent at the fcenes he defcribes, 
and knew the fecret intentions of the Ge- 
neral, whofeaffiftance he has probably had 
in finifhing tht work. 
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Brunfwick» 

"ftZE have had fome mafquerade balls 
here of late. — The Court do not go 
in proceffion to thefe as at Caffel. — Thofe 
who chufe to attend, go feparately when 
they find it convenient. 

There is a gallery in the mafqueradci 
room for the reigning family, where they 
fometimes fit without mafks, and amufe 
themfelves by looking at the dancers. But 
in general they go mafked, and mix in 
jin eafy and familiar manner with the com- 
pany* 

* I am not furprifed that the Germans, 
cfpecially thofe of high rank, are fond of" 
malquerades, being fo much harafled with 

ceremony 
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ceremony and form, and cramped by the 
diftance which birth throws between people 
who may have a mutual regard for each 
other. I imagine they are glad to feize 
every opportunity of afluming the malk 
and domino, that they may tafte the plea- 
fures of familiar converfation and focial 

mirth.- -In company with the D-— of 

H— , I once had the honour of dining 
at the houfe of a general officer. His 
fitter did the honours of the table ; and oo 
the Duke's exprefling his furprife that he 
never had feen her at court, he was told 
fhe could not poffibly appear there, bccauTe 
flie was not noble. This lady, however, 
was vifited at home by the Sovereign, and 
every family of diftindlion, all of whom 
regretted, that the eftablifhed cuftom of 
their country deprived the Court of a 
perfon whofe charader they valued fo 
highly. 

Vol. IL Q The 
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The General's rank in the army was m 
fuflSicient pafFport for h4m, but was of no^ 
fervice to his fifter ; for this, etiquette is 
obferved very rigidly with refpe(f| to the 
natives of Gtermany, though M is greatly 
Klaxed tp ftrangers, particularly the £ng-* 
l)ih, who they imagiqe have lefs regard for 
birth and title th^ any other nation. 

Public diverfions of every kind are now 
over for fome time^ and the Court is a( 
prefent very thin. — Dul^p Ferdinand reddes 
in fhe country. Thi? Hereditary Prince 
went a few days fince tp Haberftadt, where 
he will remain at leaft a, moutb> to pre-r 
pare the garrifon, andhisownregim^ut ia 
particular, for the gr^nd fevi^ews which are 
foon to take place. Diligence in duty^ 
and application to the difciplining p( th^ 
^rccs, 'ai:e indifpenfahle in thi? f9ryicei 
Without thefe, not all the King^s p^rti?^'^ 
lity to this Prince, or his confanguinity, 
^ 6 .; cquld 
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could fecure to him hu unole'g favour for 
one d9^y ()tcrf9iml talents and vigorous 
exertion being the f^ fneans of acquiring 
and retaining the favour of tbi» fteadjr and 
diicerning monarch. 

Th^ Hereditary Princefs has left Brunf* 
wick, and is gone to ZelU and wiU remain 
during the abfence of ker hufband with her 
fitter the Queen of Denmark, 

# 

The young Prince* Leopold, has alfo 

left the Court. He goe^ dirtSdj to Vienna^ 
and it is thought he intends to o6Fer his 
fervic« to the Emperor. If proper en- 
coursigement be given, he wiij go entirely 
into the Auftrian fcrvice. In this cafe, he 
vill probably, when a war happens, find 
tfim&lf in oppofition to his two brothers; 
a dtciipftance not much regarded in Ger«» 
many, where brocfaers go into di&rent fejp^ 
viisca, with aa little hefitation as into ^xtkr^ 
efiX r^gitaenti with us. 

G a The 
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The ftridcft frieadihip has always fab^ 
fifted between this young man and his 
filler, wha has been crying almoft without 
inter miffion fince he went away. 

His mother bears this with more com- 
pofure, yet her uneafinefs is eafily perceiv- 
ed. Independent of the abfence of her fan^ 
Ihe is diArefied at the idea of his goiing in- 
to a fervice, where he may be obliged to 
a£t in oppofition to her brother, for whom 
I find fhe has the greateft afFe£tion, as wdl 
as the higheft admiration. 

I was not furprifed to hear her fpeak of 
him as the greateft flwin alive; but file ex- 
tends her elogium to the qualities of his 
lieart, in which fhe is not joined by the 
opinion of all the world.— ^he^ however, 
dwells particularly on this, calling him 
the worthieft of men, the firmeft friend j 
and the fcindeft of brothers :-^and as fhe 
founds her opinion on her own experience 
: 5 ^ alone^ 
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done; flie has the greateft reafon to think 
as fhedoesj for, by every account, the 
King has always behaved with high regard 
and undeviating tendernefs to her. 

The departure of Prince Leopold has re- 
vived this Princefs's afflidion for the un- 
timely fate of two of her fons. One died 
in the Ruffian camp at the end of the cam- 
paign of 1769, in which he had ferved with 
gr^t dlftiniSlion as a volunteer ; the other 
*W46 killed in a ikirmiih towards the end of 
the laft war; having received a (hot in his 
throat, he died of the wound fifteen days 
after, much regretted by the army, who 
had formed a high idea of the rifing merit' 
of this gallant youth. 

. He wrote a letter to his mother in the 
IQOrnltig of the day on which he died. In 
this letter he regrets, that he ihould be \ 
0;opp€d fo foon in the courfe of honour, and 
laments that he had not been killed in fome 
G 3 memorable 
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memorable adion, whkh would have fav- 
cd his name from oblivipo, or in achiev- 
ing fomethibg worthy 6f the martial fptrie 
of his family. He ixprejOTes iktisfaftion, 
however, that his memory would at lead be 
dear to fbme friends, and that he was cer- 
tain of living in his mother's affedions 
while £he fhould exift. He then declares 
his gratitude to her for all her care and ten- 
dernefsj and conclildcs with thefe expref- 
fions, which I tranflati as near as I can re- 
member—I wiflied the Dutchefs to repeat 
them J but it was with difficulty, and eyes 
overflowing, that (he pronounced them 
dnce : — »" My eyes grow dim — I can fee no 
** longer-***happy to have employed their 
** laft light in expreffittg my duty to my 
*• mother," 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IN F&ANGE, 8rc. 87 



LETTER tlX. 



Hanover, 

'TpHE p — of H—— having determined 
to. pay his refpeds to the Queen of 
Denmark, before he left this country, chofe 
to make his Vifit while the Hereditary JPria- 
cefs was with her/fifter. 



I accompanied him to Zell, and next 
day waited on the Count and Countefs 

Dean, to let them know of the D 's 

arrival, and to be informed when we could 
have the honour of being prefented to the 
Queen. They both belong to the Princefs 
of Brunfwick's family, and while I was at 
breakfaft with them, her Royal Highnefs 
entered the room, and gave me the inform- 
ation I wanted, 

G 4 Before 
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Before dinner, I returned with the Duke 
to the callle, where we remained till late 
in the evening. There was a concert of 
mufic between dinner and fupper, and the 
Queen feemed in better fpirits than couI4 
have b?en expeded. 

Zell is a fmall town, without trade or 
•manufadures ; the houfes are old, and of a 
mean appearance, yet the high courts of 
appeal for all the territories of the Eledor^l 
Houfe of Brunfwick Lunenburg are held 
here ; the inhabitants derive their principal 
means of fubfiftenge from this circum*^ 
ilancc. 

This town was feverely harafled by the 
French army at the beginning of the late 
war, and was afterwards pillaged, in rc- 
yppge for the fuppofed infradion of the 
treaty of Clofter-Seven. The Duke de 
Bw^lieu had his head quarters here, when 
. Dol^ Ferdinand re^x^Qembled the troops 
:::/, whQ 
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vrho had been difaf med, and difperfed, im^v 
mediately after ibat convention. 

The caftle is a ftately building, fur- 
rovinded by a moat, and ftrongly fortified. 
It was formerly the refidence of the Dukes 
of Zell, and was repaired lately by order 
of the King of Great Britain for the recep-^ 
tion of bis unfortunate filler. The aparN 
ments are fpacious and convenient, and now 
b^ndfomely furniihed. 

The officers of the Court, the Qucca^s 
ms^ids of honour, and other attendams^ 
bs^ve a very genteel appearance, and retain 
"the mofl; refpedful attachment to their ill* 
fated miftrefs. The few days we remained 
at Zell, werefpent entirely at Court, where 
every thing feemed to be arranged ift the 
ftyle of the other fmall German cwttSf 
and nadiiqg wanting to render the Queen's 
^tuation as comfoiftable as ctrcumftaaces 
would stdmki. But by far her greateft con* 

folation 
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iciatiOd 11 the 09m{)2tny add converfation 
of her fiftert Some degree of fatisfuKfiioft 
appears in her countenance while the Pria- 
ce/s remains at Zell ; but the moment fhe 
goes away, the Queen, as we were in- 
formed, becomes a prey to dejedion and 
defpondency. The Princefs exerts herfelf 
ib prevent this, and devotes to her fifter 
all the time fhe can fpare from the duties 
fiie owes to her own family. Unlike 
thofe who take the firft pretext of break- 
ing connexions which can no longer be 
of adi^antage, this humane Princefs has 
difplayed even more attachment to her 
firter fince her misfortunes, than fhe ever 
did while the Queen was in the meridian 
of her profperity. 

The yomh, the agreeable countenance, 
artd^obliging manners of the Queen, hav6 
«(miiliated the mlftds of every one in this 
io^^trf. Though fhe wis in perfeX 
hcslth, stt)t6 appeared cheerful, yet, con- 
. < vinced 
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Tinccd that her gaiety was affumcd, ind 
the effect of m ftroog eiort, 1 felt an nil** 
preffloa of melandlftoly, which it was riot 
in my p^wer to overcome all the time we 
remained at ZelL 

From Zell we weot to Hanover, and 
oa the evening of our arrival, had the 
pleafure of hearing Handel's Meffiah per- 
formed. Some of the beft company of thi^ 
place were alFembled on the occ^iiioo, ^aad 
we were here made acquainted ^ith old 
Field-Marflial Sporken, and other people 
of diftindion. Hanover is a neat, thriv- 
ing and agreeable city. It has more the 
air of an Englifh town than any^ other I 
have feen in Germany, and the Englilh 
manners and cuftoms gain ground every 
diy among the inhabitants. The genial 
influence of freedom has extended frdrti 
England to thb place. Tyranny is nbt 
feh, and i*afe bnd fatisfadion appear Itt^thc 
cotmtenances <)f the citizens. 

This 
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■ This town is reguhrly fortified, and all 
the worka are in exceeding good order. 
The troops are fober and regular, and per- 
form every effential part of duty well, 
though the difcipline is not fo rigid as in 
fomc other parts of Germany. Marfhal 
Sporken, who is the head of the army, 
is a man of humanity ; and though the 
Ibldiers are feverely puniftied for real 
crimes, by the fentence of a court-martial, 
he does not permit his officers to order 
them to be caned for trifles. Caprice is 
too apt to blend itfelf witythig method of 
piraiftiing, and men of cruel difpofitions 
are prone to indulge this diabolical pro* 
penfity, under tlie pretence of zeal for dif- 
cipline. 

The Hanoverian infantry are not fo tall 
as fome of the other German troops, owing . 
to ^bis, that nobody is forced into the 
fttyiee, the foldiers are all volunteers} 
wber^fi. in other jjarts of Germany, the 
t. 1 ^^ Prince 
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Prince picks the ftouteft and talleft of the 
peafants^ and obliges them to become io!^ 
diers. It is allowed, that in adion no 
troops can behave better than the Hano- 
verians; and it is certain, that defertion 
is not fo frequent among them as among 
other German troops, which can only bt 
accounted for by their not being prcflcd 
into the fervice, and their being mart 
gently ufed when in it. 

It IS not the mode here at prefent, to 
lay fo much ftrefs on the tricks of the ex^ 
crcife as formerly. The officers in gene-:- 
ral feem to defpife many minutiae, whick 
are thought of the higheft importance m 
fome other fervices. It is incredible to 
what a ridiculous length this matter is 
pufhed by fome. ^ ' 

At a certain parade, where the Save^ 
reign hiotfelf was prefeot, and many o£m 
ficers a£remM6d> I o^ice iaw a coitpaklyc 

general- 
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gener^Kofficer ftart fuddenly, as if be jbad 
fcca fomcthiog preternaftural. He imm^e- 
idiately waddled towards the ranks with 
Jill the expedition of a terrified gander. -I 
could not conceive what had put his Ex- 
cellency into a commotion fo little fuk-^ 
able to his years an4 habit of body* While 
all the fpeSatora were artiptoe to obferve 
ihfi iflue of this phenjomenon, he arrived 
at the ranks, and in great wrath, which 
probably had been augmented by the heat 
acquired in his coqrfe, he polled off one 
pf the foldier*s hats, which it feems had 
not been properly coclfcd^ ^^nd adjufted 
it to his mind* Having regiflated the mi- 
litary difcipline in this in^portant parti- 
cular, he returned to the jPjiqc^^s rig^hl* 
hand, with a ftrut e^^preflive of the higheft 
felf approbation. 

Two 4ayi5 aitof owi arcivai ktx^f I wtilked 

to Hernhaufen,^ aJong a magnificeat ave^ 

iitttf,^ w b.ro*4> and about double xhf 

•r , length 
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Icflgrti of th« mall ai 5t Jaipes's. The 
houfc itCslf Iw IW^hiqg extraordinary . iij 
its appearance ; but the gardens are as 
^ne ^a g^rcJpPS pl^PQed in the Putch tafte^ 
and fof Hied on ground perfedly level^ caq 
b^. The orapgery is reckoned equal tQ 
any ia Eurppe, Here is a kind of rural 
theatre, where pbys nwy he a<ied during 
^he $pe ^e^ther. Th«re is ^ fpjtciQiis 
amphUhe^^re cut out in gre^ feat§^ for 
the fp^ftaters j a ftage in the ^irc tafte, 
livith row? of tree« for fide-fcenes, and a 
great nuniber of arbours and fummer- 
rooms, furroun^ed by lofty hedges, for the 
adors to retire and drefs in. 

When the theatre is illuminated, which 
Is always done wheu mafquerx^des are 
given, it njuft have a very fine effed:. 
The groves, arboyrs, and labyrinths, feem 
admirably calculated for all th? purj>0fe^ 
of this amufement. 



In 
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In thefe gardens are feveral large refer- 
voirs and fountains, and on one fide, a 
canal above a quarter of a mile in length. 
I have not feen the famous jet d'eau, as 
the water-vsrorks have not been played ofF 
fince I came to Hanover. On the whole, 
we pafs our time very agreeably here. We 
have dined twice with Baron de Lenth, 
who has the chief diredion of the affairs 
of this eledorate, and at his houfe have 
met with the principal inhabitants. I make 
one of Marfhal Sporken's party every night 
at Whift, and pafs moft of my time in the 
fociety at his houfe. 

The D — of H— having promifed to 
meet fome company at Brunfwick by a 
certain day, we fhall fet out for that place 
to-morrow — but have engaged to pay an- 
other vifit to Hanover before we gp to 
Berlin. — My next therefore v^ill be from 
Brunfwick, or poffibly from this place af- 
ter our return. 
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LETTER LX; 

Hanover* 
XX7E remained a week at Brunfwick, 
and returned to this town about tea 
days ago. None of the family are there 
at prefent, except the Duke and Dutchefs, 
and the young Princefs, their daughter. 

The charader of the Sovereign, at every 
court, has great influence in forming the 
tafte and manners of courtiers. This muft 
operate with increafed force in the little 
courts of Germany, where the parties are 
brought nearer to each other, and fpend 
the mpft part of their time together. The 
pleafurie which the Dutchefs of Brunfwick 
takes in ftudy, has made reading very 
faftiionable among the ladies of that court : 
of this her Royal Highnefs gave me a curioua 

Vol. 1L H ^nftance 
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inftance the lail time I had the honour of 
feeing her. 

A lady, whofe education had been ne- 
gledled in her youth, and who had arrived 
at a very ripe age without perceiving any 
inconveniency from the accident, had ob- 
tained, by the intereft of fome of her rela- 
tions, a place at the Court of Brunfwick. 
She had not been long there, till fhe per- 
ceived that the converfation in the Dutchefs's 
apartments frequently turned on fubjeds of 
which flie w>^8 entirely ignorant, and that 
thofe ladies had moft of her Royal High- 
i^fs's ear, who were beft acquainted *iih 
books. She regretted, for the firft time, 
the negled of her own education ; and al- 
though fhe had hitherto confidercd that 
kind of knowledge, which is derived from 
reading, as unbecoming a woman of qua- 
lity, yet, as it was now fafhionable at court, 
flie refolved to ftudy hard, that fhe might get 
to the top of the mode as faft as poflible. 
. . ■ Shi 
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She mentioned this rcfolutlon to the 
Dutchefs, defiring, at the fame time, 
that her Highnefs would lend her i 
book to begin. The Dutchefs applauded 
her delign, and promifed to fend her one 
.of the ufefuUeft books in her library ~4t 
wasa French and Oernun didionary. Some 
days after, her Highnefs enquired how flic 
rcliftxed the book. Infinitely, replied this 
iludious lady.— It is the moft delightful 
^ook I ever faw.-^The fentences are all 
fliprt, and cafily underftood, and the let- 
ters charmingly arranged in ranks, like 
foldiers on the parade; whereas, in fome 
other books which I have feen, they 4r^ 
mingled together in a confufed manner, 
like a mere mob, fo that it is no pieafure 
to look at them, and very difficult to knbw 
what they mean. But I am no longer fur- 
prifed, added flie, at the fatisfa^ion your 
Royal Hignefs takes in ftudy* 

H Z Since 
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Since our return to Hanover, we havC 
dined twice at the Palace. There is a 
houfehold eftabliflied with officers and ferr 
vants, and the guard is regularly mountedi 
as at the time when the Elector refided 
here conftantly. The liveries of the pages 
and fervants are the fame with thofe wotn 
by the King's domeftic^ fervams ac St. 
James's. Strangers of diftindtion are enter- 
tained at the Palace in a very magnificent 
maonen The firft of the entertainments I 

faw wa^ given to the D — of H , and 

the other to young Prince George of Heffe 
Darmftadt, who arrived here a few days 
fince, with Prince Erneft and Prince 
Charles of Mecklenburg, brothers to the 
Queen of Great Britain, both of whom are 
in the Hanoverian fervice. 

Moft of my time is fpent as formerly, 
at Marfhal Sporken's. The converfation of 
a man of fenfe, who has been fifty years in 

the 
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the fervice, and in high rank during a con- 
fiderable part of that time, which led him 
into an intimacy with fome of the moft ce- 
lebrated charaders of the age, you may be 
fare is highly intereftin^. It affords me 
fatisfaftipn to be informed from fuch au- 
thority*, of many tranfadions in the laft 
War, the common accounts of which are 
often different*, and fometimes contradic- 
tory. The Marfhal's obfervations are fen- 
fible and candid, and his manner of con- 
verfing unreftrved. He ferved with the 
late Marfhal Daun in the allied army, op- 
pofed to Marfhal Saxe, in the war 1741, 
and has many curious anecdotes illuflrating 
the characters of fome qf the commanders 
who conducted the armies during that me* 
morable period. He has a very high 
opinion of Duke Ferdinand's military cha- 
rader, and declares, that of all the Generals 
he ever ferved under, that Prince feemed 
t6 him to have the befl talents fpr con- 
ducting an army. He fays, that as Prince 
H 3 Ferdinand 
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Ferdinand had feldom held councils of war^ 
or communicated to the Generals of his 
armyi any more of his plans than they 
were to execute, it was difficult for ihctix 
to form a juft opinion of his capacitfj, 
while they remamed with the army itnme- 
diately under his command ; but that he 
(Marftial Sporken) had fometimes com- 
manded a detached army^ which obliged 
the Prince to be mor« communicative, and 
afforded the Marfhal the ftrongeft proofs of 
the depth of his judgment. Above 3\\ 
things, he admired the perfpicuity of his 
written inftru<3:ions.— —Thefe, he faid, 
were always accompanied with the moft 
accurate and minute defcription of the 
country through which he was to march^ 
every village, rivulet, hollow, wood, or 
hill on the route, being diftindly particu- 
larifed, and the moft judicious conjedtures 
concerning the enemy *s defigns added, with 
directions how to aft in various probable 
emergencies. 

Upoa 
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Upon the whole, Mar (hal Sporken feem- 
ed convinced that great part of the fucceft 
of the allies, during the late war in Weft- 
phalia, was owing to th6 forefight, pru- 
dence, and fagacfty of their Genera!. One 
t^emorable event, however, which has 
been cited as the moft ftriking proof of all 
thefe, he imagined was not (o much owing 
to any of them, as to the perfonat valour 
of a few regiments, and the good condudJ 
of fome inferior officers. The Marfhal 
added, that his praifes of Duke Ferdinand's 
military abilities did not proceed from pri-^ 
vate attachment, for he could claim no 
ihare in his friendfhip ; on the contrary, a 
mifunderftanding had happened between 
them, on account of an incident at the 
fiege of Caflel, the particulars of which he^ 
recapitulated, and this mifunderftanding was 
of a nature never to be made up. 

The liberal, candid fentiments of this 

venerable man carry convidion, and com4 

H 4 Riand 
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mand efteem. He is refpeded by people 
of all ranks, and liftened to. like an orade. 
In the fociety generally to be found at the 
Marfhal's, there are fome nearly of his 
own age, who formed the private parties 
of George the Second, as often as he c^^me 
to vifit his native country* The memory 
of that monarch is greatly venerated here. 
I have heard his cotemporaries of this fo- 
ciety relate a thoufand little anecdotes con- 
cerning him, which at once evinced the 
good difpofitions of the King, and their 
own gratitude. From thefe accounts it ap- 
peared, that he was naturally of a very fo- 
ciable temper, and entirely laid afide, when 
at Hanover, the ftate and referve which he 
retained in England, living in that familiar 
and confidential manner which Princes, as 
well as peafants, will aflume in the com- 
pany of thofe they love, and who love them. 

Not only the perfonal friends of that 
monarch fpeak of him with regard, the 

6 fame 
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fenae fentiments prevail among all ranks of 
people in the Eledorate. Nothing does 
more honour to his charaQ:er, or can be a 
lefs equivocal proof of his equity, than his 
having governed thefe fubjedis, over whom 
he had an unlimited power, with as much 
Juftiee and moderation as thofe whofe 
lights are guarded by law, and a jealous 
conftitution. 

The two vifit^ I have made to Hanover, 
have confirmed the favourable impreilion 
I had before received of the German cha- 
rafter. Ond of the mod difagreeable cir- 
cumftances which attend travelling is, be- 
ing obliged to leave acquaintances after 
you have difcovered their worth, and ac- 
quired fome degree of their friendfhip. As 
the feafon for the Pruffiaa reviews now. 
approaches, we have already taken leave 
of our friends, and are to fet out to- 
morrow morning on our return to Brunf- 
wick, that after remaining a few days 

there. 
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there, we may ftill get to Potfdam la pro-«* 
pey time. 

J flaall now leave behind me every Talu- 
able acquaintance I have acquired fincc I 
came to HanoYer.— ^We met, on our laft 
arrival here, with Mr. F- — -*, fonof Ltfrd 
F'^ " " ■'# He ha:^ been of our parties ever 
fmce, and will accompany us toBrunfwrcfc' 
and Potfdam, 
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/^N returning to Brunfwick, we fouAd 
the Hereditary Princefs had tome 
from Zell a few days before, having left 
the Queen of Defimark in perfect health. 
The Princefs refided with her children at 
Amonettenruche, a villa a few miles from 
Brunfwicfc. She invited the D > ■ of 

H , Mr. F , and me, to dine with 

her the day before we wtte to fet out for 
Potfdam. That morning I chanced to 
take a very early walk in the gardens of 
the palace, — The Duke of Bruofwick was 
there.~He informed me, that an exprefs 
Jiad arrived with news of the Queen of 
IJenmark's 4€ath. — ^They bad received ac-» 
counts a few days before that fl^e had been 
feized with a putrid fever.*— He faid that 
4 * no- 
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nobody in the town or court knew of tjiis, 
except his own family, and defired that I 
would not mention it to the Princefs, 
who, he knew, would be greatly affeded ; 
for he intended to fend a perfon, after her 
company fhould be gone, who would in- 
IpriR her of this event, with all itp circurn^ 

M When we went, we found the Princefs 
in feme anxiety about her fifter; — ^yet 
rather elated with the accounts flie had re- 
ceived that day by tlie poft. She fliowed 
us her letters,— They contained a general 
(Jefcription of the fymptoms, and convey* 
ed fomc hopes of the Queen's recovery. 
Unable to bear the idea of her lifter's death, 
ibiQ wrefted every expreffion into the moft 
favourable fenfe, and the company met her 
wiihes, by confirming the interpretation 
fhc gave. To mej who knew the truth> 
this fcene was afFciSing and painful. 

• As 
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As we returned to Brurifwick in the 
evening, we met the gentleman who was 
commiffioned by the Duke to impart the 
news of the Queen's death to her fifter.— 
We fupped the fame night at court, and 
took leave of this illuftrious family.— ^The 
Dutchefs gave me a letter to her fon, Prince 
Frederick, at Berlin, whip h ihe faid would 
fecure me a good reception at that ca* 
pital. 

On coming to the Inn, we found a very 
numerous company, and the whole houfe 
refounded with mufic and dancing. ^ It is 
cuftomary all over Germany, after a mar- 
riage of citizens, to give the wedding- feift 
at an inn. As there was' no great chantfe 
of our being much refreflied by fleep that 
night, inftead of going to bed, we ordered 
poft-horfes, and left Brunfwick afeoUt thrte 
in the morning. 

We 
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We arrived the fame afterncwn at Mag- 
deburg. The country all the way is per- 
feaiy level. The Dutchy of Magdeburg 
produces fine cattle^ and a confiderable 
quantity of corn, thofe parts which are 
not marfliy, and over-grown with wood, 
being very fertile. I have feen few or no 
inclofures in this, or any part of Germany, 
except fuch as furround the gardens ot 
parks of Princes* 

The King of Pruflla has a feat in the 
. diet of the empire, as Duke of Magde- 
burg. The capital, which bears the fame 
name with the dutchy, is a very confxde- 
rable town, well built and ftrongly forti-** 
fied. There are manufafl;ories here of 
cotton and linen goods, of ftockings, gloves^ 
and tobacco; but the principal are thofe of 
woollen and filk. 

The German woollen cloths ate, in ge* 
neral, much inferior to the Englifh and 

French. 
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French. The Pruffian officers, how^ycr, 
aflert, that the dark blue cloth made here, 
and in othe.r parts of the King of Pruffia's 
dominions, though coarfer, wears better, 
and has a more decent appearance when 
long worn, than the fineft cloth manufac- 
tured in England or France* — Thus much 
is certain, that the Pruffian blue is pre- 
ferable to any other ^cloth made in Ger- 
many. — The town of Magdeburg is happi- 
ly fitualed for trade, ^laving an eafy com- 
munication with Hamburg by the Elbe, 
and lying on the. road between Upper and 
Lower Germany. It is alfo the ftrongeft 
place belonging to his Pruffian Majefty, 
and where his principal magazines and 
founderies are eftablilhed. In time of war 
it is the repofitory of whatever he finds n^- 
ceffary to place out of the reach of fudden 
infult. 

Places where any extraordinary event 
has happened, even though they fhould 

have 
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have nothipg elfe to diftinguifh themi ia** 
tereft me more than the mod floiirtfliing 
country, or fineft town which has aevjet 
been the fcene of any thing memoraWei 
Fancy, awakened by the view of the 
former, inftantly gives fhape and featiires 
to men we have never feen. — We hear 
them fpeak, and fee them ad ; the pafBons 
are excited, the mind amufed, the houfes, 
the rivers, the fields around fupplying the 
abfenc^ of the poet and hiftorian, and re-* 
ftoring with new energy the whole fcene 
to the mind. 

While croffing the Elbe at this town 

with the D — of H , I recalled to 

his memory the dreadful tragedy which 
was aded here by the Auftrian General 
Tilly, who having taken this town by 
ftorm, delivered up the citizens, without 
diftinftion of age or fex, to the barbarity 
and luft of his foldiers. Befides the gene- 
ral maffacre, they exhibited fuch ails of 

wanton 
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.\¥« .'vi»F«d ?^ti^:ii lively fyip^pitby, thf^t 
|>adrt of the tW» Tshir^ thxt^ or Iwr hqtii 
idrtd df the job^HUnl? gpt ovijr 9^^ ii^^ 
.^irefcipe :-r»U ifr^H wjsre fftv<<4.put of 
AttKixty thou&dd cititena i ;: 

This, fad cdtaiirophe filppiied us ^th 
pq^jf^&ripfj for gr,^?it part of tljU d^y*a 
^QU)i»§^, It i? ijinji^cpffiiry to copfimettt 051 
j^ eytot.qf tl^v? kind to 4 pfifp? <5f ,^ 
Pr-r's feflfibiUty."r-Prp|fcr jc^^ipna arifc 

|p9nratteoufiy in a :^ell-f<M;incd wiod fto8> 
ipf rim^Je jiarfativ^. 

The country U WeU eulavated, and fer- 
tile for about two leagues b 
hurg j afterwards it become 
t^d within a few leagues of I 
is as nak^d and fandy as 
Arabia. 

* • 

Sfandviibui^, -^(^ 'wbicK the ^kbeic 
^kaotste Jiakos iti name, ia .but a fiwill 
' Vol. ir. I' wwn. 
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town^ dtvi(kd into Old and New by ft 
viver, which feparates the fort from bptb^ 
The principal trade is carried on by foiDf 
Frbnch Woollen manufadui^ersj whomtbe 
King has encouraged to reiide at this towib 
The whole number of inhabitants does net 
amount to more than 1500. 

^ On fenterihg the Pruffian garrifon towns^ 
you are flopped at the gate; the officer of 
the guard afks your name^ whence you 
come, whither you are going, and takes 
your anfwers down in writing. This is 
done in the French garrifons alfo, but 
jQot wiUi the £ime degree of form and ac« 
.curacy; ; . 

^; When the title of Duke is given, the 
guard generally turns out .under arms. As 
for Milord, it is a title treated with very 
Kttle ceremony, either in France or Ger- 
many. ' It is often aflfumed in foreign 
countries by tho£; who hsive no right to it, 
i and 
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tLhii giTcn to cwry EngViflbman of a decent 
appcanidct. But Duke, in Germany, iwt 
pdies a Sovereign, and is more refpe£lablp 
tbiaa Prinie.- Every fou of a Duke in tbil 
cmmtry^ is called Prince^ although he ha4 
ak^idany as old King Priam. 

We arrived laft night at Pdlfdami whicTi 
JRXiportant piece of n^ws^'you *ill |)lea(fe to 
pbfervCi I have takep the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of CQitimunieat^dg. 
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I. E T T E R tXif. , . 

*-*•-- f ^' 

. Pptfda»* 

J^ H E day after our afrri val herq, I warte^ 
' ou the CMifift FinikeaReiiiy Wnd defired 
t<> know when fhe &— • cf Hv-^^^-^-^and I 
could have the fbondur of ^iirg^prefented 
to the King, requsftibg, at the fame.fimey 
the liberty of attending at the reviews* 
I was not a little fiirprifed when this mi- 
nifter told me, that I muft write a lettecr 
%q his Majelly, ioforn^ing him of that re- 
queft, and that I Ihoidd certainly receive 
an anfwcr th€ day following^ It appeared 
very fingular to write to fo great a Prince 
^jjppn an affair of fuch fmall importance i 
Jbut the Count told me this was the efta* 
.blifhed rule. So I ii]|medutelj did a« I 
was defired* 

^,:r Next 
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Next morning one of the court-fervants 
called far me at the inny and delivered a 
4ksAed letter addre^ed to me, and {ign« 
lied by the kiagf impdrtrag, that as the 
.-court wotjld ibon he at Berlin, the mi- 
«ifter in waiting there would let the 
P — of H and Mr. — — know whpa 
ithey might be prefented, and that they 
were very w^elcome to attend at all the 
Reviews, 

In the -evening we were prefented to the 
Prince and Princefe of Pruifiat who refide 
almofl conftantly at Potfdaoi. He is a tall, 
HoiAt-made, handfome man, of about 
thirty-five years of age* The Princefs is 
of the family of Hefle-Darmftadt, and has 
a 'great refemblance to her aunt, whom 
we had feen , at Carlfrqhe, We have hid 
jthe honour of fupping with them twice 
during the few days we have been at 
^otfcfam. 

I 3 Thr 
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The Prince and 'ill the ofBcer^^'fcavc^Aen 
employed every morning in preparihj^-fdi^ 
the reviews. Y^fterday, for the ftcdnd' 
tiiile, there were feven thoufand men. re-*^ 
vieiwed by the King. . The Prince of Pruf-»' 
lla^ fon, a child of fix or feven years oldy? 
was prefent on foot with -his tutor, and 
unattended by any officer or fervant. *They 
siiingled whhout any mark of dtftin^ion 
among the other fpedlators. I mentioned 
my furprife at this to the tutor.' In France^ 
faid he, it would be otherwife :- the Dau- 
phin, at the age of this child, would be 
carried to a review in a coach, with a 
troop of mufqueteers to attend him ; but 
here, the King and Prince are equally 
defirous that their fucceflbr fliould be 
brought up in a hardy manner, and with- 
out any ftrong impreffion of bis own im^ 
portance,. Sentiments of that kind will 
come fobn enough, in fjpite of all the pain^ 
that CJtn be taken tq exclude them. 

Tb« 
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.. The troop* .were 4rawn up in one line 
alopg lb? fJ4inmite of fome hills. From 
tbU fittwtion jtbey dcfcended ovci; very 
yQfqji^};^n4 rough ground, firing in grand 
diviiip^ all the way, till they came to the 
plain, where they went thrpugh variou* 
evolutions* But as we were to fet out m a 
little time for Berlin, where the grand re- 
views of that garrifon are to take place, I 
jSiall fmy no more on the fubjcd of reviews 
Ullthen, 

Our mornings, fince we came hither, 
have always been paffed with the troopaf 
in the field. The forenoons we have fpent 
in looking at every thing curious in the 
town. The houfes are built of a fine 
white freeftone, almoft all of them new, 
and nearly of the fame height. The 
flreets are regular and well paved, and 
there iare fome very magnificent public 
buildings; fo that Potfdam has every re- 
quifite to form an agreeable town, if by 

!; I 4 that 
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that word h thekni the ftreots, Atme-w^ll^, 
dnd external scp^rHpot. WhsA «f ti s^i^e 
liottipW ide&b6 aihtpLcd tti tht^Mfdv fiad 
}f it be thought t6 comprehend the ftniflttngi 
furniture, and conveoienckfd witbift the 
ftoufes, in that cafe Potfdam is a very fboj? 
town indeed. - ' 

The King having expreffdd a great ia- 
cTinati6n to fee this town mcreafe, feveral 
monied people built houfes, partly to pay 
their court to his Majefty, and partly be- 
caufe, by letting them, they fqund they 
would receive very good intereft for their 
mcmey. But as the town did not aug« 
ment fo ^quickly a? he wifhedi his Majefty 
order^ feveral ftreets to be built at once^ 
at hii pwn e^cpence, TMs immediately 
funk the valae pf hQ^cs,^ aad the firft 

' bliilders fpuftd they had difpofed of t^ei; 

.) il^JsAiQy^yeryinjudicb^^ i ; 

'^* viU y^ • . ■ ! . -'Towns 
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;. .^7awii$geii«ra]I|r •I'e formeij by degiseesi 
|ifc tiieixdiitbitmts mcrtfcafe iaHumbersi ,an4 
lioitfM are bnilt larger atel more cosEimcf^ 
tiHMaiithey UK^-eafe b idchei^ ^ ittea^« 
ideftd. of co&YeQieocy eokfge with tlieir 
.wep)tb#. But b^re tbe matter 19 reverfedt 
the bouff^s are reared in tbe &tfi pla(^y im 
iiopes that their fair oiufidesi like the 
qypi phs of Circe, will allure travellers, and 
^^tra£t inhabitants. Hitherto their power 
pf attraction has Qot b(:ea ftrong; for few 
pv^n^ are worfe Inhabited tbaq PotfdaiQi 
though the houfes are let to merchants ai^d 
frddes-people at very ftnall rents. 

I was not a little furprifed, while I walk* 
pd thrdugh the town, to fee bufi^belts^ 
jbreeches, and waiilcoats, hangbg to dry 
horn the genteeleft boking houfca, itill I 
yras iriformed, that each hoyfipkce|«j; bag 
two or mdre foldiers quarter^ in/ his 
houfe, and their apartmepts , arc, for the 
moft part, on the firft flopr, with windol^ei 
to the ftreet ; which I am told is alfo the 
6 cafe 
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,cftfe. at Berlin. The King choofts that 
his ibldiera fliould be quartered with the 
tMienh rather than io barrackd. This 
ou^ to be a fufficient aofwer to tho£e 
mifitary gentlemen, who infift on building 
barracks for the foldiers in Britain, upon 
the fuppofition, that our army cannot be 
Well disciplined without them. For it 
ccittld fcarcely be expeded, or wiflied, that 
the BHtifti arniy were under more rigid diA 
ciplirie than the Pruffian, 

• I imagine the PrufEan foldiers are quar- 
tered in private houfes rather than barrackti 
from confiderations diametrically oppofite 
to thofe which produce the fame efFed iij 
England.— The Britifh parliament have al* 
ways fhown an averfion to lodging the mi'- 
Jitary in barracks, and have preferred quar- 
tering them in the citizens' houfes, that a 
connexion and good-will may be cultivate 
cd between the foldiers and their fellow- 
titlzjeni ; and that the former may not con* 

fider 
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idir thetxtielves a$ a diftin<5): body of men^ 
with- a feparate inttreft from die reft of thk 
community, and whofe duty it is implicitly 
to obey the will of the crown at all time$| 
^nd upon all occafionSt 

Whereas here it may not be thought 
expedient, to lodge great bodies of arme4 
ijaen together in barracks, left they Ihouldf 
during the night, form combinations dflr 
ftrudiive of difcipline, and dangerous to 
government. This cannot happen in the 
day-time, becaufe then the officers are pre- 
fent, and the foldiers are not allowed even 
to fpeak to each other when under arms ; 
and while oflF duty, their time; is wholly 
filled up in cleaning their arms, accoutre^ 
ments^ and clothes, and preparing for the 
next guard. — I imagine thefe may be partt 
at leaft, of the reafons which induce the 
King of Pruffia to prefer quartering hia 
men in private houfes ; for in all other, re- 
fpedte, lodging them together in barracks 

woul^ 
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urouldbe inote Cofivenieot, and iJdOre agrce-r 
fihU to tbe genius of bis goveramen^ 

The palace at Potfdam, or what they 
call the caflle, is a very noble buildings 
with magnificent gardens adjacent. I flull 
fjot.traubltfyottrwith ft defcriprion of either, 
ooly Ul^ruck me fts a thing rather urtcom- 
jB(m m a palwe, to find the ftudy by ^- 
th^ fineft apairtment in it. The ornamentis 
^ tbis^ are of mafly 151 ver. , The writing^ 
4isik| the embeHifh«ent6 of the table, an<| 
the actomraodfttio&s fot the books^ were a}| 
|i> fine tefte; 

■ . T^e^ pet0ft-who attended us, slQuA if 
■M^ l^ aay defire to fee his Majefly^s 
WMr4r«be;?-T*On.b«iag aafwered la tbe a£- 
^mative, 1m ^^Qddu^led uif to the chamber 
VKhei^jthe piodaireh'a dotbes arve 4epdfit4d} 
igjI^ka^A' yj^ry differeot appeafaoee ffom hU 
Wpirary^ The' vholc ^jrfdrobd eoiififted 
:«C two bloe codts, fkccd with iedi the Uih 

ing 
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. fog of'«iie a little 4ttto j-^two y«ltew watit- 
coats» a good deat foiled with Span'M|i 
fnufF} — three pair of yellow breeches, and 
k -fiiit of Wue velvet, 6flftbroidered ' t^ith 
iilvef/for gra^d tjctafions. ' • 

' t imagined ai'Hrfi, that tfh* txikn ha& 
•^flt a ic*:«f ftfee Klng^« old clotJlwfri «to4 
■ 'k«pt -d^eift f hei-« I5'*hufe ftran^er$ •• \nxi, 
;»|>9li ebq^ky, . I wa« iOuxed, that vWtuit'i 
liav^iheHtfoi^ed, t^thttw&fuit8C^u&Ht>m 
'Whicfh 'he ha* at SitotiSowji* fdrm^tfte 
*«6ntilfe wardrobe of Ac' King of -Pruifia. 
KDur attendant faid, 4iebad hcvca* knbwii it 
^m<^e 'cbmplfete*. ■ As -fbr the velVct fifit, it 
"■#i8r a^iit ten yeirsof age, and Ml cagJ^ed 
•aU the' 'vigour of Toilth... Indeciiijt tfee 
'motli^rpaced it as much affM«'S^(ijfy>%ib 
'i^nr, it may iaft the age of MethuTafdifii^ 
'la^^efateerooin, are &me 'ftandi^Hxf- 
*6hgi«g -to the CBVilry,' 'tafttaS. 6f \hi 
•uf^ltfquaie-fla^V two or tlMe ofthefe 
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.haire the figures^of e^ksia |afT<d filvcOf 
fixed on a pole;. ^ \ ■ 

. ' " ' -'^ •' ' **'/•• 

In the bedrchamber ^hetc thelate.Kii^ 

died, at the lower part ' of the window 
which looks into the garden, fSOyr panes 
liaTe.been i^emoyed) apd a piece )Oif ^{^ 
equal in fize to sdl th^ four fup|4ie4:their 
place. We were informed fhai his late 
Majefty's fuprcmerdelight th^^itigh )kh had 
beento fee hi* troops ej^^rcife, Irad that he 
had retained this pafSon till his Laft breath. 
When he was confiacd^tohis roog^ by his 
Jaft illnefs, he ufed to fit and view them 
through the. window^ which had heea 
framed in this mannipr^ that he might eu* 
joy thefe dying contemplations with the 
greater t»nvemency. Becoming gradually 
weaker by the increafing diftemper, he 
could not fit, but was obliged to lie on a 
couch through the day. When at any 
time he was uncommonly languid, they 
5 raifed 
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ntfed his head to the window, and a fight 
of the men under arois was perceived to 
operate like a cordial, and revive his fpi- 
iits. — ^By frequent repetition, however, 
even this cordial loft its cflFed. — His eyes 
became dim — ^when his head was raifed, he 
t:^uld tko longer perceive the feldiers, ai^ 
lie Expired. 

. This was ^feeling the ruling paffion, a^ 
.4^f <¥)£ iQ death as any man eyqr felt .it* . 
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- . ' , ; - ' Potfjlaixu ' 

tr Have b«ea twice or thrice a(, S<»O0f 
Souci, which is at a fmall di||^C9 &9#^ 
Potfdam. The King lives conftantly at 
the Old Palifce, except when fodae fleopk 
of very great diftin^ioncome to rdfidif ^lik 
him for fome days. He then receives them 
at the New Palace, and remains there him- 
fclf during their ftay* 

The gallery contains a great cdlledioni 
of paintings, fome of them originals, high- 
ly efteemed. — ^The moft valuable are of the 
Flemifh fchool. — Some people who paft 
for, connoiffeura, and for aught I knoW 
may be what they pretend, afiert, that the 
King has not a juft tafte in painting, which 
appears by his purchafing a great many 

very 
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Very intlifFerent pidures. Whatever may 
he in that, it is certain, that his Majefly 
does not give the leafi: importance to the 
opinion of thefe conrioifleurs ; but buys, 
admires, and avows his admiration of fuch 
'pieces as appear excellent in- his own ej-es, 
without regarding what they or others 
may think. It has no weight with him, 
that the piece is faid to be by Raphael, 
Guido, or Corregio, If he fee no beauty 
in it, he fays fo, and without ceremony 
prefers the work of a modern or obfcure 
painter* 

This is confidered by many critics in 
painting as blafphemy, and fhocks them 
more than any other fpecies of impiety. A 
painter and great connoiffeur whom the 
King had difguftcd, by rejeding fome 
pidures of his recommending, and- by 
purchafing others which he had condemn- 
ed, faid (fpeaking of the King), The man 
ims^gines, becaufe he can play on the Ger- 

VoL. II. K man 
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man flute, and has been praifed by a par- 
cel of poets and philofophers, and has 
gained ten or a dozen battles, that there- 
fore he underftands painting ; but fighting 
battles is one thing, and a true knowledge 
of painting is another, and that he will 
find to his cod. 

A few years after the late war, the King 
of Pruffia began to build the new palace 
of Sans-Souci, which is now completely 
finiflied, and is certainly a very noble and 
fplendid work. The office-houfes are at a 
confiderable diftance, and are joined to the 
body of the palace by a double colonnadCf 
which has a very grand eflFefl. The front 
of the palace feems rather crowded, by the 
great number of fiatues which are intended 
to ornament it. Thefe are generally in 
groups, reprefenting fome ftory from Ovid. 
This building has a cupola, terminated by 
a large crown, fupported by the three 
Graces. The D— of H— obferved, 

that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 131 

that three Pruffian grenadiers would have 
been more fuitable. On the ground-floor, 
in the middle, there is a large hall, whofe 
floor, fides, and roof, are all of marble. 
It is called the grotto, and the ornaments 
correfpond with that name. This room 
can be agreeable only when the weather is 
exceffively hot. In Italy it would be de- 
lightful. The roof of this hall is low, and 
vaulted, and fupports another room in all 
relpeds of the fame dimenfions, only 
higher. This fecond room is alfo lined 
with beautiful marble. The other apart- 
ments are adorned with rich furniture and 
paintings, all very (howy. Many people 
think them gaudy. — It muft be owned, 
that [the gilding is laid on with a very 
lavifh hand. 

Oppofite to the old palace of Sans-Souci, 

and immediately without the gardens. 

Lord Marechal has built a houfe, where 

he conftantly refides. You arc well ac- 

K 2 quaintedi 
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quainted with the amiabk chara<a:€r of thi^ 
nobleman. We waited on him foon ifter 
our arrival, and have dined with him fc- 
veral times fmce. On the front of his^ 
houfe is this infcription : 

FREDERICUS If. NOBIS BMC OTIA FECIT. 

Adjoining to this houfe is a fmall garden^ 
with a door which communicates with the 
King's garden of Sans-Souci, fo that his. 
Lordftiip has the full enjoyment of thefe- 
gardens. The King alfo has a key to my 
Lord's little garden, and frequently w^clk^ 
by this paflage to vifit him. 

We fetout for Berlin to-morrow. Adieu.. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

£erlin« 

11^ E arrived here in the height of the 
preparation for the reviews. No- 
<hi|^g was to be fcen in the ftreets but fol* 
diers parading, and officers hurrying back- 
wards and forwards* The town looked 
inojrelikc the cantonment of a great army, 
^ima the capital of a kingdom in the time 
0f profound peace. The Court itfelf re* 
femblai the levee of a General in the field 
—except the foreign minifters, and a few 
ftrangers, every man there (for there were 
no women) was drefled in a military uni- 
form. 

Mr. Harris, the Britifli minlfter, attend- 
ed the D— of H i the day we were 

prefented to the King. A fon of Prince 
K 3 Kaunitz*s, 
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Kaunitz's, and fome other ftrangers, were 
prefented at the fame time. The Count 
Reufe, chamberlain of the Court, named 
each perfon to his Majefty as he approach* 
cd. He converfed a confiderable time with 
the D — , and fpoke a few words to 
every perfon who was prefented. — His 
countenance and manner are exceedingly 
aniW3!liW%--rTIife ftiSi^ day in very 

high fpiritSf and fpoke to all his officers in 
an eafy ftyle, and with a kind of gay affabi- 
lity. On their part, they appear before 
their rftafter with an ered military bold- 
nefs, free from that cringing addrefs which 
prevails in many Courts, but would not 
fucceed here. 

The King was three days at Berlin be- 
fore the reviews began, and paffed fome 
hours every morning in the park, where 
there were four or five tboufand men or- 
dered daily, not to be exercifed, but fim* 
ply tliat tl^^ Kin^ might examine the ftat^ 
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of each corps in particular : and it is incre-* 
dible with what accuracy and minute at- 
tention he did examine them, the Colonel 
of the regiment under fcrutiny walking 
along with him, to anfwer any queftion, 
and hear his directions and remarks. By 
this exa&nefs, he not only knows the con- 
dition of the army in general, but the ap» 
pearance, degree 6f diftipline, and ftitngth 
of each regiment. 

The whole number reviewed was about 
thirty-fix or thirty- eight thoufand, confift- 
ing of the garrifon of Berlin, and troops 
from foiAe c^ the adjacent towns and \iU 
lagcs. This army was in the field three 
mornings fucceffively, and the operations 
were diflFerent each day. I (hall endeavour 
to give you an idea of the plan of the laft 
day's review, which is frefheft in my mc'^ 
mory. 

K 4 At 
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At bre^k of jdajr, about ?ight ^hou&a4 
mea marched out of Berlin, un4er the 
comv^2tnd of ^ general o^c^r, siu^ topk 
poffeffian of a vilUge, fituated on a rifiiig 
groT^nd, at the dift^Ace of two or three 
miles. About aa hour ikfter> the King 
himfelf joined the army, which was afi- 
famblcd without the gate$. He divided 
it into three columns.^Two genwjl <^cers 
took the command of two of them; he 
himf|lf led the third. The whole marched 
by tl%e different routes towards the vil- 
lage, where the former detachment had 
nQW taken pod. In the attsyck and de« 
fence of this village the review confifted. 

As the armyWvanced, they were can^ 
jipnaded from the vill^ige, but could not 
be fuppofed to fuffer much, becaufe the 
leader of each column advanced with cau- 
tion, taking fuch circuits as expofed the 
men very little* 

At 
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At l^gth the three co|uron§ met on a 
Jarge plain near the viJUjg^, but protend 
from the batteries by a rifing of the 
ground. Here the King formed the army 
into two liqf s. While this waa doi!;>g^ 
they were perfedly fecure ; but they could 
pot advance jowards the village otherwife 
than by gqi^g over the fw^l in the ground* 
3ind beiag expofed to all the cannon of the 
enemy. This was to be performed; there- 
fore, with as much expedition as could be 
confiftdnt with good order. The right 
wing of the. army =made the attack. As 
foon a8 the fignal was given, all the drums 
and fifes ftruck up^at once. The foldiers 
advanced with a rapid pace. A numerous 
train of large field-pieces, placed at proper 
intcrr?ds, advanced with equal velocity, 
and kept in a line with the front rank. 
The rapidity with which they were charged 
and difcharged as they advanced was quite 
aftonilhing. When the line came within 

a proper 
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91 proper diftaDce of the village, the fol- 
diers began to ufe their firelocks. In the 
mean time there was a furious cannonade, 
and diicharge of fmall fhot from the vil- 
lage. The King was between the advancing 
line and the village during the attack. 
When they had got very near the hedges, 
a new battery opened from the village. 
The King gave a fignal, and the firft line 
1>roke» fell into an artificial confufion, and 
gave back towards the fecond line, which 
opened at feveral places, and clofed again 
the moment the retreating line had pierced 
through. The fecond line then moved to 
the attack, as the fornftr had done. This 
alfo fecmed to be repulfed— a retreat waa 
founded, and the whole wing began to 
retire. A body of cavalry then appeared 
from the village, and were advancing to 
charge the retreating army, but were them- 
felves charged, and driven back, by the 
cavalry of the right wing. 

A body 
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A body of huflars purfued alfo from the 
village, and haraffed the retreating army^ 
Thefe were fbmetimes repulfed by the fol-p 
diers, who turned and fired on them, and 
fometimes by detached parties of cavalry, 
which drove them away. 

Thefe various operations lafted from 
five in the morning till noon, when the 
troops returned to Berlin. — It is hardly 
poffible for any words of mine to convey 
an adequate idea of the perfed manner 
in which thefe evolutions were executed. 
The charges made by the cavalry were 
praifed by the King himfelf. I had never 
feen fo great a body together, and had no 
idea that it was poffible to charge at full 
gallop, and keep the rai^ks and diftances 
fo exadly 2^3 they did, 

Upon the principle, that velocity is equal 

to weight, they endeavour to compenfate 

^ for 
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for the light^^s of the horfes by. the 
quicknefs of th^ir motion^ The hui&r^ 
m the Pruffian army are tdiight^ not ooly 
to harafs a retreating army iu detached 
parties, but to charge like heavy cavalry 
in a large body. The late General Scid* 
litz, who had the reputation of being the 
beft ofllccr of cavalry iu Europe, brought 
the Pruffian dragoons tcJ a wonderful de* 
gree of perfedlon, and it is faid that he 
gained the battle of Rc^ach by one hriik 
charge. Ever fince, the King of Pruffia, 
has befl:ow€d great attention on his cavalry* 
They are tiow habituated to charge in 
large bodies, and at full fpeed. 

The cuiraflSers are the jBower of the 
Pruffian army. They are drefled in buflF 
coats, and wear very heavy iron breaft* ' 
plates, which cover all the forerpart of 
the body, and have been tripd by mu(ket-« 
fhot before they are deliyerjfd to the men. 
' I neg- 
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I negleaed to memidh, that the infantry 
■were ordered to fhout as they advanced to the 
attack on, the village, and that this praftice is 
adopted by the Pruffians in adtual fervice. 
The King, as I am informed, is of opi- 
nion, that this keeps up the fpirits of the 
men, and prevents them from refleding 
on the danger of their fituation. There 
are a greater proportion of drummers in 
the Pruffian fervice than in moft others : 
a regulation, in all probability, founded on 

» 

the fame principle. 

The evening after the reviews, there 
were a concert and fupper at Prince Hen- 
ry's palace. The Queen was prefent, and 
the King's brothers, Henry himfelf, and 
Ferdinand, with their JPrincefles ; alfo the 
Prince and Princefs of Pruffia, Prince 
Frederick of Brunfwick and his Princefs, 
and a numerous company. I here deli- 
vered to Prince Frederick the letter I had 
brought from his mother, who I found had 
4 before 
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before apprized him of my inteation to go 
to Berlin. 

The King himfelf was not prefent. He 
feldom appears at feftivals. All his hours, 
not employed in bufinefsi he fpends in 
reading, or in the fociety of a few people 
whom he efteems. The Hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick is at prefent the King's moft 
conftant companion, a choice which does 
not more honour to the Prince than to the 
King's difcernment. 

Prince Henry's palace Is one of the moft 
magnificent buildings in Berlin, No fub- 
je£k of the King of Pruffia lives in a more 
fumptuous manner than this Prince, who 
keeps a numerous eftablifhment of fervants, 
moftly handfome young men, very richly 
dreffed. The entertainment on this occa- 
fion was remarkably fplendid. 
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LETTER LXV. 

Berlin* 

^TpHE day after the reviews, the King, 
attended by his nephew, the Prince of 
Pruflla, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf- 
wick, fet out for Magdeburg, where there 
is a camp of 15,000 men* He afterwards 
tvill proceed to Silefia, and his new ac- 
quired dominions in Poland, and is not ex- 
peded at Potfdam for fix weeks at leaft* 

His Majefty makes the fame circuit 
twice every year- — Surely no King in Eu- 
rope can have fuch a thorough knowledge 
of his dominions and fubjeds as this mo- 
narch. — His abfence from Berlin has made 
but little relaxation in the duty, and none 
in the difcipline of the troops. The re- 
views were fcarcely over, when field-day$ 

began. 
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h«gaQ* There are i^oo, or 2000 of the 
troops belonging to this garrifon, exer<;ifed 
in the park almoft every mornings befides 
thpfe who appear 6n the parade for thex)r- . 
dinary guards. 

A review, fuch as that which I endea- 
voured to defcribe, is undoubtedly one of 
the fineft fhows that can be exhibited :*but 
when a fpedator of fenfibility reflciSs on 
the means by which thefe poor fellows are 
brought to this wonderful degree of accu-' 
racy, he will pay afevere tax for this fplen- 
did exhibition,— The Pruflian difcipline orr 
a general view is beautiful i in detail it is 
fhocking. 

When the young ruftic is brought to 
the regimeitt, he is at firft treated with a 
degree of gentlenefs j he is intruded by, 
words only how to walk, and to hold up 
his head, and to carry his firelock^ and he 
is notpunifhed, though he fhouldnotfuc- 

cced 
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ceed in his carlieft attempts : — they allow 
his natural aukwardnefe and timidity to 
wear off by degrees : — they feem cautious 
of coofotmding him at the beginning, or 
driving him to defpair, and take care not to 
poiir all the terrors of their difcipline upon 
his aftoniflied fenfes at once. When he 
has been a little familiarifed to his new 
Hate, he is taught the exercife of the fire* 
lock, firft alone, and afterwards with two 
or three of his companions* This i» not 
cntrufted to a corporal or ferj6ant; it is the 
duty of a fubaltern officer. In the park at 
Berlin, every morning may be feen the 
lieutenants of the different regiments exer- 
cifing with the greateft affiduity, fomc- 
times a fingle man, at other times three or 
four together ; and now, if the young re- 
cruit (hows negled or remiffnefs, his at* 
tcntion is roufed by the officer's cane, which 
is applied wijk a^lgmenting energy, till be 
has acquired the full command of his fire*^ 
lock. — ^He is taught fteadinefs under arms, 
VoL.lL h and 
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aod theinunobiiity of t flatue|^-^he iiiin^ 
farmed, that t\\ hi« m^mbcra are to tMV€ 
onlfitt the word of commaody and not ac 
W* 6fnl plca&re s-— that (peakiog, cottghr* 
iog^ Iheesting, are all unpardonabU cvimes) 
and vrhen the iK>or lad it accompU(hed^W 
their mind, they give him to uoderftandj 
that aow it is TperieOHy known. what he 
can do; and therefore the fmalleilideftciencrf 
vrill he ptinifhed with rigour^ Aaid kl^ 
though, he fhould deftine every moment -of. 
hi$ time, and all his attention, tacleading 
his arms, taking care of his cIotbe;ji,. and) 
prafUfing the manual exercife^ it ia but 
barely poffible for him to efcape partifh^ 
ment*; and if his captain happens to be of 
a capricious or cruel difpofition, the iil^ 
fated foldier lofes the poor chance of diat 
poffibility. 

As for the officers, tb^y.^r© n»j judged 
fuJpjefted to corpocail ,p«ni(^wiB9itfiJHrt> 
thipy are :4Utg«d to l^ftow as Ainrenutting^ 
W.I attention 
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attentioii ofli duty, 'as the .oieb. The 

iiil3dbee,cfi» are aUntf^A ^OQft&atly on.^mni^ 

or «ietcifing tjKi .recmitB 5 thfi;C«ptaia: 

fccLa:»Si. Aat Ji€ mW bcMmteA by fei«;0>-^ 

loael?:a»d*mii €»fe^ wd^ pramotiit>iH if Ha; 

ogratpatiy^e Rot ts ^Jffeifil st$ thc-otbefftj 

the /Colociel cotirely lofes tl^King^^ fkv«mr 

if lii^r r^gimecit fhould fful ia any pdrtkular : 

the GcGd&tal is aafwerable for the dir<;iplin6 

of thebrigadi;! 01 garriibn, imder his imm^^ 

^tCi command. The King will not be 

flH^fied with the Generated Fepon on that 

{bbjeOij but muft eximihe tr^ry thing* him- 

fclf > fo that from hi$ MaJ€%j,dowp to ihe. 

common centinel, every individual i$ alert* 

And as the King, wh^ is the chief ijfrfirig 

and firiini*i» mobik of the whole, tierer 

rclaxfi3By the facuhies of every fofaordinate 

perfon are kept in cortftant exertion r the 

confequence of which is, that the PruflSaa 

army is the beft difcipUned, and the readieft 

for fervfcfe it ^ a iriinute's. warning, of awy 

now itiTtbewefldj or.perbaps that evc» was * 

L 2 in 
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ia it. Other moqtrchs hftve fb|Qtes(fpte^ ta 
carry 4»fi3|)liiic to the fame degree of^peiv 
fe^kOBri 4ad have begun thia plate with 
afioifliifbittg ea^neia. Bur a liule time 
atijd new objedd have blunted thdr keen- 
nef^. and divided their atteQtioB. Tbey 
have then delegated the execution to a 
commander in chief, he to another of in- 
ferior rank) and thus a certain degree of 
relaxation having once taken place^ foon 
pervades the whole fyftem; but the perfe- 
verance of the Ring of Pruffia is without 
example, and is perhaps the moft remark** 
able part of his extraordinary charaden 

That degree of exertion which a man 
of a vigorous mind is capable of making 
on fome very important occafion, the King 
of Pruffia has made for thirty years at a 
ftretch, without permitting plcafure, indo* 
lence, difguft, or diiappointment, to inter* 
nipt his plan for a fingle day. — And he 
has obliged every perfon through the va* 

rioQS 
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«*>6*'fl8^4rtment8 of his govcrbtacnt to 
fOi^lcei M fat » their chara^rs aiid 
ftk?«mgtii could go, the fame ekerticw^.^ — ^I 
leave :yoa to judge in what mantier litch a 
fnaa muft be fervedi and what he ivcapable 
<9f plerformii^* 



1.3 
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I ^ ""[^"^ 
'*, " ' . - 

"^TO condition in life can be more adive^ 
and at the fame time haye leis va- 
riety in it^ than that of a Prqflian o^keir 
in the time of peace. He is fopfifm^ly 
employed in the fame occupation, and con- 
tinually occupied in the fame place. Tfere 
is no rotation of the tfX)op8 as in t;heBri|iih 
fcrvice. The regiments which were placed 
in Berlin, Magdeburg, Schweidnitz, and- 
the other garrifons at the conclufioA of the 
war, remain there ftill. It is dreaded, that 
if they were occafionally moved from one 
garrifon to another, the foreigners in the 
V fervice, who are exceedingly prone to de^ 
fertion, might then find opportunities, 
which according to the prefent plan they 
cannot: for however defirous a Pruffian 

foldicr 
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foldier may be to dcfert, the tbiDg. it aU 
moft impoiTible. The moment a man 14 
miflSng, a certain number of carnioor are 
fired, which antioiuice the (kfer thin to the 
v^rhole country. The peafknts have a con- 
fiderabfe reward for fcizing a defer ter> and 
are liable to fcvere penalties if they har- 
bour, or aid him in making his ^fcape, 
afld^^rtJes from the garrifons are fefit after 
him iiif every direftion. 



;^'iioxs6 of ithe foldiers are. ever allowed 
to gocmdidut the watia of the town, it re^ 
tfirn^ great addrefs to get over this firft 
difficulty; and when they have been fo far 
fortunate^ many olsiDcea temain againft 
their efcaprag through the Prufikn domi- 
fitons; and«ven when they arrirc fafe in 
aay of the neighbouring ftatca. 

Nunc eadem fortuna viros tot cafibus ados 
Infequitur. 

L 4 For 
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]Mnr tfafife.thej iffiH praIxibl7jbet)Ui9Bdita 
k^ Agatn as foldiers; fo.that ob ^e 
(iriK^ei howe^For imhtppy they may bt^ it 
i8sd^i;dto:attetnpt defertion ia any otlter 
way tluua by ktUitig themfelveS) which mb-^ 
thods as I am told, begins to prevail. 

r 

In coQ&quence c^ their remaiaing con- 
fiantly in the fame place> comveriiii^alwaT'S 
with the faibe people, and being employ- 
ed uniformly in the fame bufinefs,' the 
Prttfiian officers acquire a fiaid, ferious ap- 
pearance, exceedingly different from the 

■ gay, diffipatcd, degage air of Briti& or 
JPrttKh officers. Their only amufement, 

. or rd^JOtion from the duties of their pro* 
fefiipn, feems to be walking on the parade^ 

i aod ccHiTerfing with each other. The in- 

, ferior officers, thus deprived of opportuni- 
jies of milling in general fociety, and not 
having time for ftudy, can have no ve^y 
QXtenfiTe range of id^s. Their kndwledget 

.•••■■'■•■ . - r • it 
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itbia^fli^beficonfeikdi is prffajr^modiTOm- 
-fined to: that brafitii of ts^m an wlkkh 
tbt^ ^rc fo mui^ emplQ^d^' and many 
^«fidiheBi at Lsngthi feai|^.<Hi thiakf tfaaet' to 
^nQr&rm. ^and 'fi^tdyi ix>iiiian:h o9teia^7«o 
whec} tch?t}>^ (ri@l»| i»^, left, jueid lo diaigt 
and difcharge.a in'elock, if not the foie 
pk of faitauaLcrcsaiiif:^^ iaatkaft th^eku^ 
^fxid!oftimrTO^tioii«^ ^ ,•. ii .^ .: 

t. ■- r.tn \ ■ .,( ■»;! ;^> ■. ■ ./;.. . , , /^ 

Ji^Sfiwipicljpation that they jfl^ouM reaftni 
/m *:Mrger. compafs .<af thought, vs^^ 
jpiiglW Bpfl^y.lead them, to.^efi^fe.tbftjr 
^ly- eay)loym€nt of drilliag. £)UiaM» 
CQunting the; bwttQi|» of tbdr. poai^ an^ 
exaoijmng the ftate of Acir ^ttcr- 
daihes and breeches. For as fooaifl&mea'f 
jtnmds become fuperior to.;their ;bafinefe» 
jhe h^finejfs will not be fo well .performed, 
Some,jip|4i(»tieo to other ftudies, and pp-r 
J^ilW»i^»Mi|>ixing with a<,morc general 
focietj, might make them more agreeable 
3 Jwen, 
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«Hm, but mnibeuer capttinAi ^ Jieutefiiatit^ 
^m4 adjutants*-- 

X" J-' * -, •• f ' . ' . . 

HUMajefty imagioei he wtU always fiqdn 

Ivfficitfit tkumfaer of men of a more liberal 
t^rn'of modj and moit^^cxd^e fiotion», 
fpr officers of great truft aad &psffate coim- 
mandf , where the g9iieralimift^aft«cc6n|iQg 
to emergencies, and thr >iigiht a£;hiiT(>:ifa 
uaderftanding. He believes alibi that this 
geiwral lyfteM Win not deprive |umpf 
the advantage of particular e^cepi^s, or 
fft^vent genius from being diftiriguiihecf, 
irheo it exifts in the humbleft fpheres of 
his fervicc. Ab often, therefore, as* ht 
0bferves afiy dawnings of thi^^itid ; whert 
any oflRcer, or even foldier, difcovers un* 
common talents, or an cxtenfive capacity, 
fae is fure to be advanced, and placed in a 
iituation where his abilities may have ft 
full power of exertion ;* while thof? muft 
ftand ftill, or be moved by a very flow gra* 
datioa, who have no othbr merit to depend 

on 
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wrWch, in Ihc Praffiim -ieriHebtiititi'tiimk 
conduft to that rank, in the atiny',-^ where 
other qualifications are wanted. ' ' 

.: At,td diei«ommo« ^^H the IcadihJ 
idea of.:the^Pniffiaa aif%iin(r {< tdr^^d^ 

n^L^ffKe'^ J*it th^ma^ tnw«'»« *«>ft6di 

^ ^Itfiisir^offio^^ jhdt 'i^6f<in^^k^ 
ibi}h ^/u|>eriative-tf^ead7<df'iboreoflKclii^-*^ 
»nnibilati?i."att fcif '6f tfee^eaemfj' y and "^ 
,th«{y 'may.lttiove fouwjitdsi'Whto- (ft^eS^, 
wtth9|itdJ;e{»cr'reafoning brniot«'Wif^M 
jha» ; tj^, fijjelpckfl? thfey carrjr aJongi ii(^ 
thenr^ •_^. .,•,■> •; ': • : .a <\- ■' ■ -' i:;'''^ 



^ ,,t ^•X 



Gonfide^riog the kngth, ta wHIofa' tilb -^ 

fyftent is c^rieji, it [.were to be ^«rflh6d 
that it could be carried ftill furtheiV^I^ 
that Ihofe unhappy men, while they re- 

I- Ti • ' taiaed 
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ftMc4 tlie i«c«Ui«».of Iusarii|g>>ftiid><>lfie7w 
ing , ord<ff8» cpdijd . be dopnti^d of -^ev^ 
Irito: iaitddf.fe9liog. 

TlA^oommtiQ ftate of flavery in Alia, 
iJS'^hat to which people of -tiivil profef- 
iioiM in the iAo^ deJitotic countries are 
-j^tyed, is freB^o;n in compariTon-of this 
jfeifi^ 9f aMUurt fla«ery. Tine folrftitV are 
pot condmut^: ondir the eyes of their 
tyraoits, but ftjr Ipng interyal9.6£!tiine may 
finjoy fife withwut re^nunt, an^r as their 
uSk^Qaic&i but all the fdteign, ioldiers 
^ tlyis fervice, aad thofe of the natives, 
^l^oare fufpefled of any intention to de- 
MU s>nd confequently never allowed fur- 
loughs, are always under the eye of fome- 
body, who has the power, and too often 
th*: inclination, to controul every adion 
tf their bodies, and every defire of their 

• Since 
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>iftA(!rfoclk'«.:t!uihber of ' rti^* all yjvw 
ptti?Qpe arc doomed to 'ifbis^ (UOK^^jf cofl** 
ftraint, it is much tp be lamentel tiiU^ 
from the nature of the fervice, the doom 
fhoi|ld fall oa the ufefuli induftrtoit».fba«» . 
fantry, whO| vihca uacootroUed by em^ 
and abfurd policy, pafs their days in cj^r* 
fulnefs, tafting every real pleafure without 
the nawfea of fatiety, or the ftiags of re- 
morfei^ and perhaps^ of all mankind^ ha^e 
the greateft. enjoyment of life. The (wxh 
iotzji of happinefsy deflroyed by removing 
men from this fituation into a fiate of mi^ 
fery» mufl be infinitely greater thaa if 
many of the ufelefs^ wealthy, and luxuri^ 
cus could be tranflated into the. fame 
(late. This would not be annihilating 
happipefs, but only fhifting thefcene of 
the wretched. Such recruits would only, 
be haralTed by the caprices of others in- 
ftead of their own;— plagued with, the 
manual exercife, inftead of being tortured 
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by, pwviihwfa. aad difguft ;i*-laid up iii 
confcquence of runjiing the gauatkt, ia* 
fiead of being laid up with the gout ;— ^ 
andt fiaallyt knocked down by a ciuiooa- 
ball, inftcad of being killed by a fit of the 
apoplexy or a furfeit* 



'. i 
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iette'r LXVII. '' 



Berlin. 

TNSTEAP of troubling you with any 
more obfervations of ray own, on the 
nature of the PruflJan difcipline, or the 
principles on which it is founded, I (hall 
give you the fubftance of fome converfa- 
tions I have had on that fubjedl with a 
Prufliap pjBcer of charA<3:er. 

Walking one morning in the park, we ' 
faw a poor fellow fmartly caned, for no 
Qther reafon, Uat becaufe he did not re- 
turn the ram-rod into his piece with f<» 
much celerity as the reft of the platogiu 
I turned away with indignation from the 
fighty which the ofBcer obferving^ faid, 
You think the puniihment too fevere for 
the crime ?— There wai no crime, faid I ; 

the 
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the ram-rod flipt through his fingers hf 
accident^ and it is not poffible to imagiacy 
that the man had any intentiou to per- 
form this important motion leTs rapidly 
than his comrades. Every thing muft be 
confidered as of importance by a foldier, 
replied my Prufllan acquaintance, which 
his officer orders him to do. In all pro- 
bability, the fault was involuntary ; but 
it is not always poffible to diflingurflx in- 
voluntary faults from thofe that happen 
through negligence. To prevent any mail- 
from hoping that his negligence will'' be 
forgiven as involuntary, all blunders arc 
ipunifhed, from whatever caufe they hap* 
pcfh ; the confequence of which is, that 
every man is more attentive and alert than 
lie would otherwife be. I remember, added 
fie, that it was very ufual on field-days for 
the dragoons to have their hats blown ofF. 
Nobody fufpeded that they had bribed 
the wind to play this trick ; yet a general 
officer being put in bad liumour by the 

frequeocy 
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i9^iijsi»7 ;of the aiscid«nt, ga^e orders ft> 
.pvtmik every man to whom it fhoukl hap- 
peiij iamd fince that order was put in force, 
tine h^tft hate been itittch feldoitier blown 
oflF- 

I ihen meiitioned a fad which appeared 
to me ftill more extraordinary. A huffar, 
at the Uft reviewy had fallen from his 
hprfe at full gallopi and was fo much 
bruifedi tliat it Was found neceflary to 
Ourry him to the hofpital ; and I had been 
ailiiredy that as foon as the man ihould 
be perfedly recovered, he would certainly 
be punifhed fot having fallen. Now, con- 
tinued I, though a man may be a little 
carelefs about his hat, it cannot be ima- 
gined, that this huflar was not ferioufly 
indioed to keep his feat; for by falling, 
he might have broke his neck, or have 
bten trod to death: Or, even if you 
choofe to-ftrppofe, that he did not ride 
with all the:: attention he ought, yet, as 

Vox,. IL M he 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i62 VIEW OF SOCIETY AfJti 

he received one fevere jiurii(l)ft>'€nt by tikf 
faJl, it would be drUel to inflifl: another^ 
I have nothing to dppdfe to the foUdity 
of your apguihdnt, fefilied the Prdflxao, 
but that General Seidlitz, who w^as the 
bed officer of cavalry in the world^ firft 
introduced this piece of cruelty, fince 
which it is certain, that the riien have 
not fallen fo often. The King itnagJnes, 
continued the Pruffian, tliat difciplitle is 
the foul cif an arnyy ; that men in the dif- 
ferent nations of Europe are, in thofe 
qualities which are thought neceflary iFor 
a foldier, nearly on a par ; that in twb 
armies of equal numbers, the degrees of 
difcipline will determine how far one is 
fuperior to the other. His great objeft, 
therefore, is^ to keep his own army at the 
higheft poffible degree of perfedion in this 
cffential point. If that could be done by 
gentle means, undoubtedly he would pre- 
fer them. — ^He is not naturally of a cruel 
difpofition.— His general conduct to officers 

of 
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t>f link proves this.— Finding that the 
hopes of promotion, ahd a fenfe of ho* 
nour, are fufficient motives to prompt 
theiti to their duty, he never has had re- 
courfe, except in cafes of treachery, tb^ 
any liigher punifliment than difmifling 
them. In fome remarkable inftances, he 
has difplayed more mildnefs than is ufual 
in any other fervice. Some of his Generals 
havd allowed towns of the greateft im- 
portance to be taken by furprife ; others 
have loft intire armies ; yet he tiever was 
influenced by popular clamour, or by the 
ruinous condition of his own affairs in 
confequence of thofe loffes, to put any Of 
the unfortunate generals to death. And 
when any of them hive been fufpended 
for a certain time, or declared, by the 
decree of a court-martial, incapable of a 
military command under him^ he has ise*- 
ver aggravated the fentence by any oppro- 
brious commentary, but has irather al- 
leviated it by fome claufc or mcflagc, 
M a 'which 
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Which 'Ijpared the honoijr of tke conclemneci 
gthtial. ' 

tfttfiddtninStt foldkrs cannot be kept to 
their duty by mild treatment. Severe and 
immediate corporal punifliment is found 
abfolutely neceflary.— Not to ufe it at 
all, or to ufe it in a degree incapable 
of producing the full effed, would be 
weaktiefs. Soldiers are fometimes jpunifh- 
ed for flips, which perhaps all their at- 
tention cannot prevent; becaufe, though 
it IS impoflible to afcertain, that any par* 
ticular man could have avoided them, yet 
expefidnce has taught, that, by punifliing 
every blunder, fewer are committed on 
the whole. This -fufficiently juftifies the 
pradice of what you call cruelty, but 
which is in reality falutary difcipline ; for 
an individual fufFering unjuftly is not fo 
great an evil in an army, as the permit* 
ting negligence to pafs unpunifhed. To 
al£)w ten guilty men to efcape, rather 

than 
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Chan riOc jhe pupiihment of one innocent 
perfon, may be a good maxim in morality, 
or in civil government, but the revprfe will 
fee found preferable it> military difciplioe. 

When the Pruflian had finifhed his diP- 
courfe, I faid, You feem to negled all 
thpfe incitement? which are fuppofed to 
influence the minds of foldiers j the love 
of glory, the love of country, you count 
a$ Qothipg. you addrefs yourfelf to no 
paffion but one. — Fear is the only inftru- 
ment by which you conipel your common 
men to deeds of intrepidity, — Never mind 
the inftrument, repfted tljc Pfuflia?)| J^ut 
Ipo]^ to thp eflFe^, 

I am convinced, anfw^red I, that Briti(h 
foldiers, with that degree of difcipline 
yrhich fubfifts in our army, which is not 
near fo rigid as your?, animated by their 
native courage, and tlie intereil ^hich even 
t^e common men take in all their coun- 
M 3 try's 
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tjy's quaf reh, are at leaft cqutA tetany ether 

ti^oops. • • - ; - 

* . ' -. * 

I hope, faid he,, the experimeiifct vriiV 
not be made foon, for I efteem your na-- 
tiori, aiid 1h€iirld be forry td fee youf troi/ps 
oppofed to ours in tike fidd ; but kill tl^y 
are, you cannot be furc of the juftnefs of 
your aSbrtiofl. The advantages y6u^gikin- 
cd over the French in the late war rather 
makes for my argument, becaufe the Fr6ncH 
army is more remifa in the article of dif-» 
cipline than yours. 

I then returned to Tny dd ground, the 
cruelty of haraffing and tormenting men 
without intermiffion; and afferted, that 
the advantages arifing from fuch exceflive 
feverity, even though they fhould be as 
great as he reprefented, could not form a 
fufEcient reafon for rendering the lives of 
fo many men miferable. 

I do 
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. I <Jo apt kftW ti^t they a^e n;iifer.able, 
replied he. — When men are but indi%- 
r^eixtly fed, forced to perform very hard 
duty, certam of bei^g fev^re\y.pu^|Jxed for 
the fm^Heft faults, aed lb;?a(?timej^ ^vei;) foe 
theijr ^^sfoftun?^ .can 79^ doju^ ^d I, 
tUat; <h^fe^ jnej;^ ^a^re miferable ? — They do 
fnpl.feea^ Disable, replied be, they be^r 
iti yi?ry weU^TTT-rT-An^ w^ouJd ypu, ^(?ded I, 
^a^ye thfj lefs remc^le. ia torn^nting men, 
becaixfe.they have the ftrength of mind to 
bear it well ? 



I then told him a ftory I had heard of 
an Englifli failor, who was tried for a rob- 
bery he had committed on the highway. 
While his doom was pronouncing, he raif- 
ed a piece of rolled tobacco to his mouth, 
and held it between his teeth till he heard 
the fentence of death pafled cdi him. He 
then bit off a piece of the tobacco, and be- 
gan to chew it with great unconcern. 
Sirrah, faid the judge, piqued at the 
man's indifference, do you know that you 
M 4 are 
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are to be hanged In a very fhort time ?-^-So 
I hear, (aid the failpr> fquirtiog a little to- 
bacco juice from his mouth. — ^Do you 
knowy rejcniied thejudget where you fliall 
go when you die ! — ^I cannot tell indeed^ 
an*t pleafe your honour, fiud the failor.-:^" 
Why, then, cried the judge, with af tre- 
mendous voice, I will ttirycju ; ?^ou will 
go to hell, you villaiti, and Aeife^c? burnt 
to alt eternity.— If I itould, teplfed the 
mlor, with perfedt tranquillity, I hope, 
pxy Lord, I Ihall be able to bear itt 
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LET T E Rr I^V|«. 



X2 ERl^IN 19 certainly one of the moft 
beautiful cities ij) Europe. Tbeftreet« 
wre built ia a very regular mauncr^ and of 
a ^ cpmmpdious breadth. Ia the new town 
tbey are perfedly ftraight. Frederidk:-- 
ftreet is reckoned two Engliih miles and a 
half) or a French league, in length. Others 
which go off at right angles from that, are 
a mile, or a mile and a half long. 

Some people affert, that Berlin covers 
8^8 much groun^ as Pari^. Thefe are not 
Frenchmen, as you will readily believe; 
neither am I of that opiniout but it cer« 
tainly approaches much nearer to Paris in 
fize than in number of inhabitants ; Ber- 
lin is undoubtedly more than half the fi^e 

of 
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of Paris, yet I am convinced it doea no? 
contain above aiifth of the inhabitams^, 

TherQ «trq^ a few y«ry xn^guifu^m build* 
ings in this town. The reft are neat 
bottfes, built of a fine while free-ftone, 
generally one, or at moft two ftories hi^lw 
lA^tCi aa.at Po(^in, tht finiihing withia 
doea «ot ccaritfpoad with th^.ekgwice oC 
tbeout6d«, aj4 the foldiecs are quar^wi^ 
on the. gPQund-floor iarooixia looking to tjhfr 
fir^et* The principal edifices are the 
K^iog's palace,^ and that <^f Prince Henr y» 
Bojth c^ thefe are very toagnificent, Tfte* 
arfenal, which is a noble ftru^ure, is 
built in the form of a fquare. We were 
informed, that at prefent it contains arms 
for 2Co,coo men. I am convinced this is 
no exaggeration. 

The new Roman Catholic ch«rj?h ia hjt 
faj the moft elegant place of w^rSxip ia 

the city. The ^iog aUowft thfe free ej^err? 

cife 
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cjfe of every religioa a\tcr all his dpminions. 
H-e-thwdta the fmalkft €pivtroul over mea'g 
confciehccs highly Ufljuft. He even hftft 
the dclicaqr liot to mfliaence them by luft 
dxaoiple, andoffenda no religion, by ^togp 
9 pt-^erkhce io any^ one in; particular.. 

,pn th^ #/oflt^ ji^;9fj^^A-hpirf^^ W^»^ 
h a v^y b^$(iitififl (ku^ur^i isr (h}# iijn 
fctiptioiir.: /. ' ;- * • ' v? V 

• FiSEJjfeaiaUSi REX, APptLINI ET MUSI»; : !: 

After obferving the infcriptit 
nameats of the palaces aM 
buildings^ the new method of 
the .churphes, the nyjnjDpr of 
Apbllos, Minervas, and Cupic 
to be met with in this country 
might be led to fufped, that tl 
religion was exploded from the Pruffian 
dominions, and. old Jupiter ^nd his family 
ieftore4, ^ tl^ejr ancient honours. 

6 There 
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There is an equeftrian ftatue of WiUiamt 
the Grf eat Eleftor, on the new bridge over 
&e Spree. This is highly efteemed at . a 
piece of fine workmanfliip.-iF-In the corner 
qf one of the fquares, is a ftatue of Marfhad 
Scbworin. He is reprefented holding ^e 
enfign with which he advanced at the 
famovs battle of Pragiie.-^-l^rceiving his 
troops on the point of giving way, he 
fei?:ed this from the officer's hands whofe 
duty it was to carry it, and marched to^ 
wafds the epemy, calling out. Let all but 
CQwards fglloSy me« Tbe troops, afhamed 
to abandon their general, charged once 
more, and tprned tl^e fortune of the day.— 
^ut tii^e brave old Marfhal was killed, in 
the eighty-fourth year of his age. — Do 
pot you think the trouble of living fo long 
yra^ ^mply repaid by fuch 9 de^th ? 1 

Tnftead of faints or crucifixes, the King 
intends,* tliat the churches of Berlin fhall 
be pniamented with the portraits of men 

who 
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tffeb have been ufeFul to Ae ftatc' ^hofe 
dfthe Marfhals Schwerin, iCeith, Winter- 
fietd* and Tome others, are already placed 
in the great Lutheran church. 

Tfcc Society into whifch ftrangcrs may be 
admitted in this capital, is not various or 
cxtenfive. Itlie Pruffian officers of the 
highet'ranks, whofe time is not entirely 
cngroffedi like that of their inferiors, by 
the duties of their profeffiori, Kve moftly 
with their own families, or with 'each 
other. Exelufive of other reafons which 
might determine them to this, it is undef- 
ftood, that the King does not approveof 
their forming intimacies with foreign tAt^ 
nifters, or with ftrangers. 

The D— of H — ^ followed the King 
to Magdeburg to fee the reviews there, and 
has finqe made a tour as far as Leipfic> 
with (wo Englifh gentlemen. My con-^ 

ne£tion 
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neftion with bim, and the letter 1 bronght 
fr&ih the Datchefe of Brunfwick, have pro-* 
cJorecl.me invitationa, which I ihouldother^ 
wife have had but a fmall cfiance off re* 
ceiving. I pafled a day lately at a verj^ 
pleafarit villa, about fix miles from Bcriin, 
belonging to the Krog^s brother. Prince 
Ferdinand. He is married to a fifter of' 
the Princefs of Heffe Caflbrs. The Prin- 
cefs of Pruffia was there at the fame time, 
and Prince Frederick of Brunfwick, with 
his Princefs, who is remarkably pretty. 
I have the honour of fupping fometimes 
with Prince Frederick, who lives conftant- 
ly at Berlin. To the fpirit and vivacity 
common to all his family, he adds a tafte 
for poetry, and has compofed fome dra* 
matic pieces in the French language, which 
have been reprefented on a little theatre in 
hifiown houfe, and in private fbcieties at 
Berlin. — ^There has«been a continued round 
ef iiafting all the laft week. 

The 
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The Princefs of Pruffia gave a breakfafft 
at a garden in the Park, to which a large 
company was invited. There was dancings 
which continued all the forenoon. Upon 
all tliefe occafions, I faw none of that ftate 
and ceremony of which the Germans are 
accufed. Thofe of the higheft rank be- 
haved with the greateft eafe and affability 
to every perfon prefent, and joined in the 
country-dances, without obferving any 
form or etiquette. 

The minifter, Count Finkenftein, gave 
a great dinner and ball, on account of the 
marriage of one of his fons. The Count 
Reufe, and fomc others, have alfo given 
entertainments ; but the chief and perma- 
nent fociety is to be found at the houfes of 
the foreign minifters who refide here. I 
have been introduced to all of them by Mr, 
Harris, his Majefty*a envoy extraordinary, 

who 
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irli6 ItTCS here in a ftyle which 'does: honouj? 
to his coiAitry and himfelf. 

We have received very great civilities alia 
from Baron Van SwieteOf minlfter froni 
iJ^ Cbttrt of Vienna, a man of wit and! 
iruditiori. He is ion to the celebrated 
phy{ician> Whofc works are fo highly^ 
eftcemcd all over Europe. There are two 
or three general officers who are pretty 
often at the houfes of thefe minifters, and 
entertain ftrangers occafionally at home. — 
Befides thofe I have natmed, there are tery 
few of the King of Pruflia's fervants who 
have any connexion with the ftrangers that' 
tome to Berlin. I have had the happinefs 
of forming anf ac^aintance here with two 
v^ry agreeable French gentlemen, the 
Marquis de Laval, fon of the Duke of 
that name, and the Cottxte de Clermont, 
grandfon of that Monf. de Saint Billaire, 
whofe arm was carried off by the fame 

bullet 
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bullet wliich killed Madbal Tureoise* 
XovL remember the fe&tiraeat which Stt 
Hiliaire exprefied to his fon, who lament* 
ed his wound.«^A ftnthntot^whicfar proved, 
that his magnanimity was equal to that of 
the hero whom he fo greatly preferred to 
himfelf. Adieu« 



Vot/II- N 
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bus r.'^vj c vd) ^d: 1- ;*/ L- ■^:t3 nr>;.4'-^/ 
^ Bcrnii. 

'^[^HlfeMVe arrived feere'firft/ the Queen 
'"^ lived at Mont Bijou, a fmall palate 
juft without the gates. Her Majefty tiad 
a pubhc diy twice a week while the re- 
xnained there; but Ihe has lately removed 
to Shoenbaufeuy another palace, fituated 
two le;?gues from Berlin, where. ihe paffes^ 
ftieiummer. Here (he has a public day^ 
onlyxnce a week. The Princes, the no-^ 
bil^ty,^the foreign nlinifters, and flrangei^Sy 
generally attend on thefe. occafions at five 
in the evening. After her Majefty has 
wall^ed round the circle, and fpoke a few . 
words to every one, fhe fits down to cards^ 
There is a table for the Queen, and one 

agbivt .. v: company 
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compai^ prefcnt themfclves for a few mi- 
nutes at each of thefe card*table8, after 
which the duty of the day is over, aud 
they walk iii ' the gard^Uj of f^m partie% 
at cards in the other apartments, as they 
think |:troger,. and return to Berlip.wh^a it^ 
begins to grow dark. On fome particuttf 
n^ghits, her Majefty invites a confiderable 
number, of the company to fupper, who 
then remain till midnight. 

The Queen *8 court refembles the other 
Courts of Europe; whereas that at Sans* 
Sotici ^is" ut)6n cjuite a new planV ** No'^ 
ftrangers are received there, nor any other 
perfods, except fuch as have real bunnefs 
with the King. There his Majefty Is em- '* 
ployed in his affairs from morning tilfeven* ' 
ingj and fpefids the hours he deftiries for ' 
relaxation in the company of two or three 
men of lettersi and a few officersV who 
di^e'wfth^Eim'^daily^^^ he >as bUfiiy^ 

li^^/ilili^^ffhiS ^katft, or vnthnht -^ 
?dqaio:^ N % foreign 
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foreign miniflers, vbich cannot Ipe c»p^-* 

ed bj letter, they attend him at &msrSouct^ 

and come away as fomi as tliat b^^fineia is 

Jranfa^led. .. ^ .,j. 

. Tl^ofe affemblies at Shoenhaufen are the 
only eftablifhed an\ufement for the ladicr 
of quality at Berlin during the fummer j 
but you have frequent oppprtix^iiti?^ of 
meeting with the court ladies at the hp\i(€|^ 
of the foreign minifters. 

^rf he French maanera an4 tutn pf tl}ui^. 
fflg certainly prevail tery liule ^unong the 
Pruipa^. officers; but the ladks.of tl^^ 
Ci9Ui;^iOf, Berlin h^ye more the air qf French, 
Tyopicffl, than tbpie of any qoprt I h>^. 
fe^ . i^iilademoiieUe dfs HartfeW^ ^ft l^j^ 
oliJiQQour to the Queen, with ananiinite 
dpaliof wit, has ^1 the eafe ^^^Ijjganfc. 
Vt^9h diftinguiib th^ ladies of ^J^g.Cg^ijrX^^ 

^v. His 
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. ' Inik Majefty very fd^orn appears at the 
C^eea's court, of at any place where 
women form part of tlie aflfembly, When 
he inclines to unbend, his amufements ar^ 
o|^ a nature in which they can take no (hare. 
t ojice faid to a lady of this Court, that it 
was a pity hid Majpfty did not love women. 
s—rCbniidfering his lime of life, faid fhe, we 
could (Jifpenfe With his love, but it is hard 
that Ke' cannot endure us. 

Not^ithftancjing this humour of the 
King's, the ladies here are by iio mean* 
riegl^ed by the men in general. 'Many 
of the married women particularly, hive 
avowed admirerSt who attend then(> on alt 
Occafions, $re invited with theqa tpsalliCh-^ 
tertainments, fit next jhem at tabfCf and 
whom the mafier. or xniftrefs Qi the feaft 
takes- care to pls^ce i« the, fame party with 
theto/at car(|s. When a lady, is n^^gto-^ 
yided with an attendant of this kindy her 
t^uibaadt^ as well as herfclf^ is ^oera^Iy 
N 3 a little 
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aJiJatlfe ou|4)fioorartetiiif^cc^ andrbojbjfteiix 

J. .^ j^.f^s^rtiine, qf a* .ycry ferious n^%^ 
^j^pgoei lately ta.a cqrxaia gept^^^^ 
hi^e J. ioftead of cj^pr^eippg poaq^ra ab^^t 
him or bis wife (for Ijcy^^s a |}jiai:cied 
m?in), every bo4y fympathi?ed,,,i^||^i^^te^^^ 
bereft jjjanner, with another Udy^ b^t«v;?PP 
whom and this unfortunate ^eptlfimap^lhjB 
moft intimate connexion was Jthp^^ght 
to fubfift: they faid, (he was one of the 
Wprdiieft wqmen in the world, and oftfuch 
d^iflate^ feelings, that her health migh? Ije 
injur^ by the impreflion the gentIem?^n-8 
pii^fortune would make upon her mind-^ 
Being: furprifed that no mention was axjade 
of his wife all this time, I afted i(J^ 
might not alfo be in fomc meafure affc^ed 
by her hufband's difafter ?— j; wf s^tpld, tlut 
Ihe was othcrwife occupied, and that any 
thing which could happen her hufband was 

of 
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bad terms ; I was linfom&edi^rinitp i^nrOie 
contrary, they were on the bed footing in 
thV'WotW, for that he t^as liiddh aftaWied 
t6 intfther wohiari— ^(the very lady they ^ 
greatly larnehted) and that his Wife ^a* 
entirely devoted to another man; fo the 
account 1)etween them being perfeftty ba- 
lanced;' they lived free of all domeftk 6i^ 
t)it6^^itt^i ftate of mutual riegled, iiid 
^^ahfe englfofied with feparate paflionst 



- • Ici this country t vrhen both partics^ iate 

^willingf and when there ire nd diHdreh^ 

a divorce may be obtained with ver^ little 

trouble or expence; we are frequently in 

companies, where a lady, her preftiir; and 

former hufbandare at table, and all part^ey 

' behave in the mdft polite and friendly tn&h«* 

'iidrtdcadi^otfifer. ^ *^ ' ' 
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I b9VQrkfar4 of ppe .gf^i^^WAn, cfiliq 
k»v|ng ^ivf 4 W. .^ ^^t^ <i^ dooeQiic. ststu^ 

(ur vrith him in applying for a divorceeHr- 
This was'ibon olHai«ed.---Hc thenjpar-r 
iikd another woman, with whom he wa^ 
violently in love, and expe(iled, as ufual, 
etarnal happinefa, After n^arriage, how^ 
ever, thi« paffion cooled rather fooner ttiat^ 
common, and within a few months he 
became the profeiled admirer of his firft 
wife. He now faw a thouiand charms in 
hfer pcrfon and cqnverfation, which I;ad 
mtirdy efcaped liis iiotice» while t^e bobds 
of wedltick fubfifted.' He alfo difcovercd 
tliat' certain peculiarities in her milnner^ 
which he had formcriy thought exceed^ 
Ingly aukward, were in reality gracefiiU 
He cjfpreiTcd his remorfe for \k\$ formeir 
bliadnefe in the moft pathetic terAis : the 
lady was fofiened, and at length gave th^ 
moft perfeft n^arks of forgiveriefs j and it 
^ * 6 was 
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m^ 'Uii**crfa% thought, "tliat hi \hu^ 
'.potmyftd t6 Jive ia zAiAtetf with, t^e 
wety wwnan to whom hciiitd been JimHtflfy 
married* . • : . 

Here jcaloufy is held ifi equal contempt 
and deteftatiop, and fcandal is very little 
known. People feem fo fully occupied 
with Iheir own private affairs, that they fel- 
dom trouble their heads about the bufinefei 
of their neighbours. If, in the courfe of 
ponverfation, an intimacy of a j]^rticular 
i:in4 is hinted at between people of different 
fexes, it is mentioned accidentally as a fad 
of no imjportance, and without the fmalleft 
l^lame or ill-natured refledion on either of 
the parties. One reafon of this may bp, that 
there is fcarce fuch a thing (I am affured) as 
^n old rn;^d ig bi» Pruffian Majefty*8 do- 
^inion^. 

The m^oft fafliionable walk in Berlin, is 
m the middle of one of the principal ftreets. 

—Before 
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•—•Before the boufes on each fide there is a 
caufeway, and between thefe two caufeways 
are fine gravel walks, planted with lime- 
trees. — 'Tents are pitched under thefe, and 
ice,* lemonade, and other refreflbments fold* 
The bands of mufic belonging to the regi- 
ments pradiife here in the fummer.— »-Tlie 
Company generally are in the greateft num- 
"fer in the evening, and often Will till it 

ifvcfrylate. 

... ' .. ^^ . ' ' • -7 o/it ^^ 

^^^ _r , i i ,' , ■ II — ^Nunc et campiis, tf.arc^ j 

Lepe({}ue fub noftem fufurri, ^ , ; ^ -, r 

^Compofita repctantur hora. ^. ^, 
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>i^ O T H I N G iurprifed me more, when 

I ^jft came to Berlin, than the frce- 

^ 4om ^ith wluph many people fpok^ of tlic 

meafures of government, and the condvd: 

of the King. I have heard political to* 

pii:^, and others which I fhonid' have 

thought ftill more ticklifli, difcufled here 

/with as little ceremony as at a London 

coffee-houfe. The fame freedom appears 

la the bookfellers' fhops, where literary 

produdions of all kinds are fold openly* 

The pamphlet lately publiflied on the di- 

vifion of Poland, wherein the King is very 

roughly, treated, is to be hstd without dif* 

ficulty, as well as other performances, 

which attack fbme of the moil confpicuouf 

chara^ers with all the bitternefs of iatire. 

Ago- 
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A government, fupported by an army 
of 180,000 men, may fafely difregard the 
criticifm^ of "^ few fpeculative politicians^ 
aiid the pea of the fatirift. While his 
Majefty retain^ the power of difpofing of 
the lives and properties of his fubjefts aa 
}iis wifdom (hall dired, he allows then^ 
the moft perfeft freedom to '^tbtife thena- 
iijlves with as many remarks or jokes 01^ 
fik condud as they plcaff . 

t ?3fhft mind t)f thi$ monarch i([ mfiMtefy 
^^rlor to that goflSping difpoQtioii, bjr 
wKch'the defpicable race of whifpircr^ 
lUid retailei^ of ^ndal thrive at Sim^ 
coafts. Convinced that the fan^e perfidyj^ 
which can betray 4 real coqVerfatiori/ may 
iftvent a falfe one; he liftena to no little", 
malicious talef of isrhat h2i$ paffed. in pri^ 
vatc compaiiies, <>t during the hours of 
convivial mirth.. Any perfori w^ho ihoultS 
attempt to repeat anecdotes of^ tiris kind 
to hinf, Wiild be dritch froin his pri^ace 

witU 



{^ 
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^with difgra^e. He treaty wit;h equal coi»i 
tempt all ,ahonymou8 letter^,; and icn^et^ 
kind o£ injurious iiiform^icm, whi^liie 
informer declines appearing openly io^fijpti 
portof hiaaffcrtion^. ,r/- 

. ; //■ :. ' '"• = ' : • ' ^^^• 

This great Prindx fi Ib^perfedlf devoid 
of fufpicion and per fonal fear, that be t6^ 
fides at Sans-Souci without any gu&rd 
iA^hatever. An orderly fcrjeant, or' cor-- 
poral only, attends there in the day-time 
to carry occarfjonal orders to the gapfiibn 
at Potfdam, whither he always returtta hat 
the evening* In this houfe^ whero |^ 
King fleeps every night, there >ar€^Qoi3[ 
ahoveteivor a dozen perfoosiu^tlra fensjui^t^ 
included. When you recolle^^ ifiiWSAtif^ 
Soqei is a iblitary manfion, abdst'.balf -^f 
league from Pot^iam, where all the guffrd^ 
are (hut up» and therefiDre could he of^Qo, 
in»nnq? o^ nfe, ip c^ijp of aijy alR)efl|^i,«^. 
the King's perfon hmg the nigjlt ;.1?rfi»x. 
you eonfider that he, who lies thus de-. 

fencelcfs 
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oVm will and underftamiing, witlrout mind- 
id|' -ih^^i-iniiib«r ^^ "iiiJcdrttent ol? sAy 
iriiSii ol'inf ftt of ;«ieni aiid-^KbfJ iftJ^J 
dft^litiiliais mkny inveliiate eiiemtes^'ybiF 
Bs^ft^ cc*iF<?fs, that aR afeft aricuiflfticiiete 
afgiic great magnaniimty. ' • ' 

^ Bferild, ihough not a fortifiedi'& W^'^ 
taStdykvcry-military town. WljetfillPffi^^ 
fddicrfe of the garrifon zxe^pt&ekti'itiif^^ 
afif^nt to 3 0,000. In their general iibSB mS6^ 
th^'kre qn^et, and the police of the'toM^° 
pr^ weft regulated. Yet thtre attftenlkf ^ 
kinds of irregularities whicli ^fttaiTtii ttii^ 
higheft degree. Public courtezans are more 
nuinerburh^re than in anytowitlnEutti^, 
in proportion to the number <rf inhabit* ^ 
artte.^ TfcSey appear op&hly at the-^^i«*^- 
dows in the day-time, Bcck6tt*te {laij*^^ 
■gers a» they walk in the ftreets, and ply 
" -. J for 
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th^i tl^ peace an4 bapplofiti); oC.the.oooi^/, 
ny^wty ai;e, not iatcyrupM^by, ^hU /p^^[, 
of lipftinipttfncfs i;<jf .perh^p^.it^bg^ipw(J^ 
that an attempt to irf^ftrain it would be at- 
tended with confequences worfe tbanthe 
thiftg ^l;felfr ,,Jherefore nobody-w aHpinfd: 
t<b.Wkft: 9<! #*"^. *<?& who . b%ire . cjhpfqp^. 
th^,jl?>r,/f/^r;»de, and «$ little at^ep^fin.; 

P# l$fi(f^ft9»»P«^ who frequent, the cl^^T^y. 
b^jpl^thpfc ladies, as if t^iey ft^t.ii^,, 
*oyn85^ *!R"C*r Qr.fliop, to pi«:cj|iafc ajp^!;^ 
o%«^.f?9n>P»#fyr .■..■- % .■ ^..>u ■■ . j.^j,; 

,4^i)&ll^? fpeeis^bf debauchery if fai4^tp,, 
prevnil in this capital.'— I ima^i«> ho^-^^ 
evQift 4ha| .whi^t is related on th^t ^luko^.^ 

•:i(.| Inifi ^h-^tJI \:j! .;.. :■. . - v.--.?', r/. 3:1 1. 
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< The better landotciiiietis sih6 mamifac- 
turcrs liveentlrely among thdfe of their owii 
rank, and without affeaing tiie nianners of 
die ciourtiersi tir ftooping to the mean de- 
bauchery of the commohalty,'maiittaitt the 
decency, j^laknefs, and Konefty of th^ 
Gertnan chai4<9ter. ' ' ; 



.,/■ :; :.•■ • •' y 



' Hte Pftfflktt'Majefty has afpHed hfe a^' 
tbfiiiob to «i)!)^eft with fotakuch zeal, Het^ 
fft littTe fticcfefs, aa to ihfe ief!abTiftf?iit^'<# 
cdmtoeree in hia dominroa^. AR life Hf*^ 
fbrta, m oHtr to this, haVe^en rtndeifdff 
abortive by itfjedicious taxesr,- by monb|>c^^ 
lies, m4 dthet reftriatotijr. ' Commiirdtf,' 
like the wild commoners of .the air kttd" thtf 
foreft, when confined or Ihackled, immC'* 
^tely droops and dwindles, or, being 

a}armed> Ulw Lofr, 

• • . ' ■ . .■ ' 

*« at fight of huroati ties, . . , 

** Spreads its light wings, and in a moment fliC8.|^ 
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t E t t ER LXXI* 

Berlin, 

T THANK you. Sir, for the poep .9^4 
pamphlets you fent me by — ■ — . I 
own I:do n^t think the former a very ca- 
pitis pcytCoroMuettce ^ yet am not furprifed at 
the SS^ r,(m it has iiad« For though it 
had (;ont^aed ilill a fmaller proportion of 
yflx% it.woi|ld have been a good deal re-, 
liflxed oa account of the malignity and 
pcrfonal.abufe with which it abounds* 

The Englifli nation have always had a 
great appetite for political writings; but 
thofe who cater for them have of late 
ferved up fuch mefles of mere politics, as 
feem at length to h?ive turned their fto- 
machs. A little wit or perfonal fatire is 
now found neceffary to make even a news- 

VoL. II. O paper 
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paper go down. The firft is not alway* 
at the command of the caterer : he there- 
fore ufes the other in its place, which an- 
fwers his purpofe as welh 

I tiever had any ddight m contcmphit- 
ing or expofing the dark fide of human na* 
ture; but there are fome fhades fo obvi- 
ous, that you cannot open your e^es with- 
out obferving thcih. The fatisfa^iori that 
many people enjoy in reading libels, where- 
in private charaders are traduced, ife of 
ihat number. If to oe abufed iti pkihi-- 
phlets and news-papets is confiderfed as ad- 
verfity, the truth of Roch^foucauh^s max- 
im is uncontrovertible : — Dans Padverfitc 
de hos iheilleurs aniis, noud trouvons tou- 
joufs quelquechofe qui ne nous deplait 
pas. 

The common fcribblers of the a^e have 
turned to their own account tliis malevo- 
lent difpofition, which they perceive to 

be 
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,bie Jo prevalent among men.— Like the 
pe^Je who provide bulls apd other animals 
IQ be bfti^ed by dogs /or the amirfement of 
iht fpedtators, thefe gentlemen turn out 
a. few characters every week to be mangled 
and torn in the moft cruel manne? in the 
pnblic news^papcrs. 

It is the favage tafte of thofe who pay for 
thefe amufement3». which keeps them in 
ufc. The writers of fcurrilous books in 
Loifdon often bear no more malice to thp 
individuals they abufe, than the people in 
Paris and Vienna, who provide the other 
horrid amufement, bear to the boars, bulls, 
and other animals, ^which they expofe tp 
the fury of dogs. 

As for the fcribblers, they feldom have 
any knowledge of the perfons whofe cha- 
racters they attack. It is far from being 
impoffible, that the author of the feverc 
verfes you fent me, has no more acquaint- 
ance of the lords and gentlemen againft 
O 2 whom 
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whom he writes with fuch bitternefsv 
than the weaver who wove their pociet- 
handkerchiefs. The motive for the fa- 
brication of the one as well as the other 
commodity moft probably was daily breads 
and this poetafter has preferred fatire to 
panegyric, merely becaufe he knew the 
firft was moft to the tafte of his cuftomers. 

I remember once to have been in a cer- 
tain bookfeller's fhop, when a letter was 
delivered to him, inclofing a paper, which, 
after he had thrown his eyes over it, he 
prefented to me,' telling me it was a 

charader of Lord S , which he in*- 

tended to infert in a certain work then 
publiftiing, — I fancy, added he, it will do 
pretty well j the author is a fharp blade, 
I affure you ; — none of my boys carry fuch 
an edge, or cut fo deep, as that little gla- 
diator* 

I found this a moft bitter mveftrve 
•againft the above-mentioned nobleman, 

written 
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ijrfi«ten with all the inveteracy of malice 
aiod pijrfbnal enmity, branding- him as a 
prodigy of fenfuality, and aocufing him of 
epkiy villaiiouB difpofition. and ■ propenfity 

tllSiS^efver tainted the moft corrupt heart* , 

* t 

1 

Thi$, faid I, is a muqh more harmlefs 
prodiiiftion than is intended. The violence 
of this poifon will prove its own antidote. 
The nldft voradoua ftomach for flander 
Si0 defamation will not be able to bear 
fucb*a dofe, but muft reje<3: it with dif- 
giift> Every reader of common qnderftanid- 
lug will clearly, perceive, that all this 
ahufe has been diftatoi by malice and per- 
fonil rcfentmentt- 

Then, replied the bookfeller, every reader 
of pDmmon underftanding will clearly per* 
c^iye what does r^ot exift ; for the writer 
of that paper, to my certain knowledge, 
never had the fmalleft intercourfe or con- 

ped:fclS^^it!i^l.brd S- ; never bore him 

^ O 3 any 
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any ill-will, and has not the moft diftant 
wifh to injure that noble Lord ; as a proof 
of which, added he, taking another paper 
cut of his drawer, here is a character of 
the fame nobleman, written by the fame 
author, which is to appear about a week 
after the publication of the former, by way 
of anfwer to it. 

This fecond paper was a continued eu« 
logkim on Lord S— from beginning to 
end, in which the candid author, having 
compared him to fome of the greateft and 
moft celebrated men, and having colleded 
many of the brighteft flowers, with which 
Plutarch has adorned his worthies, he 
forms them into one large wreath, which 
he very ferioufly binds round the Englifli 
nobleman's brow, concluding with this 
obfervation. That as his Lordfliip refem- 
bled them in their virtues, fo like them 
he had been diftinguiflied by the moft vi- 
rulent attacks of envy and malice, which 

wag 
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was a tax that had always been paid for 
iliperior talents. 

How com^s ffty ]Lord S— ^ — ^ faid I to 
.the bool^feller, to bie felq£feed from his bre- 
thren of the peerage, and diftinguifhed 
fo remarkably by the obloquy and the 
praife of your ingenious friend ? 

Becaufe, replied Jje, that nobleman is at 
the head of an adive department, and is 
one .of thofe vigorous and decifive charac- 
ters^ which never fail to create a number 
of enemies and of friends. His enemies 
ar?e delighted to fee him abufed, and it is 
expelled, that bis friends will be charmedT 
to hear him praifed ; aqdf between the 
two, my friend's productions will find a 
brifk fale, and I hope to make a tolerable 
job- ^f his I.K)rdfhip; j^hich, let me tell 
yoUj cannpt be 4c>Qe with every man of 
ranfe.-rr-LQrd, Sir ! tl^ere arc fpme of them 
of fuch iH^awkifti, w^^r- gruel charac- 
O 4 ters. 
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ters, as to intereft no mortal. There is 

• , a man of fuch high 

rank and fuch a known name, that I 
thought fomething might have been made 
of him i"^— And fo I employed my little 
Drawcanfir, for and againft him, and two 
very pretty pamphlets he produced ; — but 
juft as I was going to fend them to the 
prefs, I happened to fhew them to a 
friend of mine, who is an admirable judge 
in thefe matters.— Thefe pamphlets, fays 
he, are very well wrote; but they'll never 
pay the printing. The perfon who is the 
fubjed of them is of fuch a cold, tame, 
civil, cautious difpofition, and has ba- 
lanced fo exaftly through the whole of 
his life, that he has never obliged or dif- 
obliged any one. He has neither friend 
nor foe in the world'; — Every body f^ys,he 
is a good enough fort of a man; but were 
he to break his neck to-night, no hums^a 
creature would feel either forrow or fa- 
tisfadion at the event, and a fatire or pa- 
negyric 
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pegyric on his grandmother would be as 
much read as thofe written on him. 

la faithi fir, concluded the Bookfeller, I 
^took the hint, and fo the pamphlet? nev^r ^ 
jjppeared. 

Though I was a good deal entertained 
with my friend the Bookfeller's reafoning, 
yet I cQuld not help feeling indignation at 
the li-terary bravo, who lived in this in- 
famous nasjqner, by wounding and murder- 
ing, or at leaft attempting to murder, 
people's reputations. And thofe are not 
entirely free from blame, who detefting 
the writer, take pleafure in the writings. 
He has very pofTibly the plea of neceffitous 
pircumftances to urge in alleviation of his 
wickednefs: — but the pleafure they take 
feems to proceed from a pure, difinterefted 
fpndnefsi qf feeing others abufed* Many 
of thofe who cry fhame oq the licentiouf- 
pefs pf the prefs, and exclaim againft the 

injuftice 
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injuftice and cruelty of tearing private cha- 
racters to pieces in public papers, have the 
jnoft virulent of thefe produdions fervfid 
up every morning as regularly as their 
toaft and butter. If they would forego th#= 
pleafure of reading the moft malicious of 
thofe compofitions, the evil they complain 
of would ceafe diredly. 

But it is ridiculous, and feems ungrate^ 
full for people to affed an appearance of 
indignation againft thofe who provide for 
'them one of the greateft enjoyments of 
iheir lives. To chuckle over fcandal all 
the forenoon with every mark of pleafure, 
and decry it in the evening with affected 
anger, is as prepofterous as it would be in a 
judge, fir ft to feduce a poor wench to for- 
nication, ajid then punifh her for the fin. 

You may poflibly retort upon me, by 
putting me in mind of the admiration I 
cxpreflfed of the ftyle of certain celebrated 

letters. 
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letters, wherein fome eminent characters 
are difleded, and tortured with the fcientific 
ikill of an anatomift, and the refined cruel- 
ty of an inquifitor. I anfwer, that I ad- 
mired the wit and genius, but not the dif* 
pofition difplayed in thofe letters. 

Malice, when introduced by genius 
and wit, is often tolerated on account of 
the refpeflt due to the introducers ; but 
when the wretch comes alone, or is ac- 
companied, by dulnefs, which often hap- 
pens, fhe will be expelled with infamy 
from all good company. 
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LETTER LXXII. 

^TpHE Pfuffiaa army at prcfent, accord- 
ing to my information, conftfl^ of 
180^000 men. If twenty, or even thirty 
thoufand are deduded from this ac- 
count, on the fuppofition that it is exagge- 
rated, ftill the remainder will be ver^ great, 
and the expence of fuch aa eftabli&menr 
in time of peace, feems to many almo^in*- 
compatible with the King of Pmffia's rt^ 
fonrces. Although the revenue* of this' 
monarch are much greater than is generaU 
ly imagined, yet the armies he has fupport-* 
ed, and continues to fupport; the palace 
he has built, and other expenfive under-* 
takings which he has completed, are not ' 
fuch proofs of the greatnefs of his l:eveniie,^'4 
as of the prudence with which it hid -been 

managed. 
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managed. Many other Princes have grtatcr 
revenues, which, like water fpilt on im- 
cultivated land, and affifting the growth o£ 
ufclefs weeds, arc diffipated without taftfc 
or magnificence on the trumpery of a. 
court and their dependents. Perhaps, it waar 
never known what miracles, ceconomyi smd 
affiduity through all the departmenjS' of 
government could perform, till this mo* 
narch made it apparent. 
'' - . . ' 

In the Ring of Pruflia's donximons, tbeir^ 
are none of thofe pofts which enrich indi- 
viduals at the expence of the publio} 
places fuited to the abilities and the luxury 
of the great, where the falary is large, be- 
caufe the application and talents requifitd 
are fmall. If thofe who hold the moft lu- 
crative places in this court, can fupport a 
becoming dignity by the emoluments of 
their office, and lay up a very moderate 
provifion for their families, it is the utmdft 

they ever expefl:. 

AH 
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. Ail tammodhii^ arcihigiify ta&id aa Aee 
Pruflian domimons. At Berlin, though 
money is a great deal fcarcer thaa at Loo-- 
rfon o* Paris, a'ftranger wilhfind very little 
diflfferetice in tire otdlhary erpence df Kving^ 
There are no means by wtiich fils revttiiw 
tan be augmcatedwhich this' Ktng Has tt« 
trted. He has taxed even the vanity of his 
fubjeds, and drawn conflderable ftipplitts 
fince the beginning of his reigAff#to ifcat 
plentiful fource. The rage which the<5ci^ 
mans, above all men, have fbr titles, 
prompts many of the wealthy icitM^i^ > fo 
l^tSrchafe 'that of fome office about ^toaxtj 
and although the King employs rk> pet&n 
Void of abilferes, he never fCTuplea to.pet^ 
toit this Hnd of trafiic. The title, how- 
ever, rs literally all that is fold, for with re- 
gard to the real bufinefs of the pffice, the 
pnrchafer has a^ little coniie<^ion with 
k after the bargain as before, Thc^ifgh 
his Majefty fcarcely ever cosjfotejWilth 
any body, he has more Bogainal.>pri^y- 

counfellor$ 
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iSouafellars t^f^^rt any King kx Chiriftcii*- 

- The taxes in general are iaYaria2:^y HxeA; 
but methods are found of drawing comri* 
jhutions from the proprictcws of the very 
great eftates, which do* not affed: thft 
fmaller landlords, or the reft of the fub- 
j^as. The fpirk of the government is 
oot fayourable to great and independent 
jLiOXfdSv But both the great and the fmall 

^ landlords ate prevented from fqueezing tit 
^ppreffing the peafantsi. As the Ibldierjr 

. are drawn from them, care is taken that 
they fhall not be deprived of the x^ieF 
iburce of health and vigour, and there is 
no peafantry in Europe better fed than the 
JPruffian. 

The irmy is chiefly tompofcd of pro- 
vincial regiments. The wholfe Prufflian 
dominion^ being divided Into circles or 
ciantons j in each of thefe, one or more re* 

^iments, 
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^m^Qts, in* proportion to the fjze a^ld po-* 
puloufnefs of the divifion, have been ori- 
ginally raifed, and from it the recruits con- 
iinue to be taken ; and each particular re« 
giment ,is always quartered, in the time of 
peacet near the canton from which its re* 
cruits are drawn, . 

Whatever number of fons a peafant may 
have, they are all liable to be taken into 
the fervice except one, who is left tp affift 
in the management of the farm. The reft 
wear badges from their childhood, to mark 
that they are deftined to be foldiers, and 
yeady to ferve when the ftate requires them^ 
If a jpeafant has only one fon, he is not 
forced into the fervice, except he has the 
misfortune to be uncommonly ftout and 
, well-made. The King, however, endea- 
vours to fave his own pcafantry, and draw 
as many recruits as he can from other 
countries: — For this purpofe, there are 
Pi uflian . officers employed at Hamburgh, 

Frankfort;^ 
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Ffttftkfort, and mjiet &ee towns of Qer- 
many. I haire fecn them alfoat Neufcha^ 
ttl, and at places near French garrifonst 
Attempting to isilift men, and pkk up de«* 
letters. The recruits procured in this man- 
tier, remain continually with the .regiments 
in which they are placed ; but the native 
PruflSana have every year eight or nine 
inonths of furlough^ during which they 
return to their fathers* or brothers* houfes^ 
and work at the bufinefs of the farm, or 
gain their livelihood in any other way they 
pleafe. Here is at on(^ an immenfe fav^* 
ing in tlie expencc of die army^ and a great 
gain to the fiate ftom the labotiir of fa 
inany iiftn. ^ : 

Frpm :this it f pp^ar^, that the PrufHaa 
army is neither more nor lefs than a (land- 
ing militia, embodied for two Or three 
«%eAths eve^y year, and th^n di^rled to 
theintiiiial labours fis farmery. 

r 

' AToL. ir. ' P I ^^^ 
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i&eiut3ge6l:t>f fta^di^g armies aild mif^titfi 
i exjpedr thefcfbiie Aatyeu will, b^ptiie?!^ 
tilrn o^ pofti fiatirty andcan^Iy atikifi^ 
Itdge that I Wd[$ ia tbe righti and tbitildl 
7t>ur arguments to pr^Mre, that a mOin} 
could not be depended 'On in the time 43f 
a6loal fervice» are built on faUe prin(n{^f 
and that my opinion was juft and weU^ 
fbunded. - - 

Before dofing this letter^ I mill inforffi 
, you of a very fingular incideiitt tl«,cif»^ 
'tumftances of which I relate, notib fl^ak^ 
*Wf th a ddlign to illuftrate the charader ^ 
fentiments of the vulgar of this place in 
pardculai^, as to furniih yoti with a curipus 
fad in the hiflory of human nature ia 
generah ' 

I went a few days fince >ith Mr. F^-*-r 
to fee a man executed fo^ tbe Harder of a 
child.-^liis motives for i^is lorriddfe'ed 

wcr» 
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*f«; miich 3»w^ epctr^oi^Jina^^^ .the 

^aiObtixf^f* Hft had 4gponfa)TOic4 f^^ 

i??fej fffmnod tb« ; fhar^idter of ^ %wpf.- 
Ii^ftr». asd. havti;ig:difabli^ bia^, by^ qp- 
preSiAg^a contempt of hU art| the fellow, 
out of reteoge, propheGed, that this man 
ihould. die on a (caffoId.-^-This fi^cmed to 
make iitUe impreflion at the time, but af- 
terwards recurred often to this ouhappy 
creature^s memory, and became every day 
m^feitrouUefome to hia imaginatioxL / At 
length the idea haunted his mind fo in* 
ci:iS^tly> that he .was readesed pcirfe^y 
fajfi}nible» aod could no loG\£eir^ cndiire 
Kfe. 

Me would have put himfelf to death with 
his own handi, had he not been deterred 
by the notion, that God Almighty never 
forgin^s (uicide j though, upon repentance, 
he is very re^dy to pardon every other 
crimen He refolved, therefore, to commit 
Pa murder. 
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niuFifcY, ftiat he miglit be aep^^ived of 'KTe 

'•fey^ttife'hlinds of juftice; and miii^ing'^ 

•l^tfinliit oftenevblence with 'ih^i^tMt^ 

\}f 'hYs^ intentibn, lie refleded, tHat'i^TSe 

Triur^ered a grown perfon, he might pom- 

1)ty fend' a four to hell/' T*o atoid tws, lie 

^'^etermined to murder a ehilcl, 'wlho coutd 

not have committed any fin wnict dfe- 

ferved damnation, but dying in Innocence^ 

would ^ go immediately to Heaverf. tri 

confequence of thefe ideas, hc^aalially 

murdered an infant of his mailer s,ror 

whom' he had always fhewn an uncommon 

"^degree of fbndnefs. Such was the firange 

account which this infatuated Creature gave 

on his trial ; — and thus the random pro?- 

-phecy proved, as in many other cafes, -the 

> caufe of its own completion. 

Hewas executed about two miles from 
Berlin. As foon as he afcended the fcaffold, 
he took off his coat. and waiftcdat j— hir 
ihirt was rolled downj^elow his moolders ; 

— ht8 
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nwbis night-cap was pulled over his eyes ;— 
he was placed on his knees, and^ the e;jcf* 
cutioner with a fingle ftroke, of a broad 
fwqrd fewred his head frani hg b}dy,r~It 
was the firft time this e^iecutioner had per- 
formed; — there were two, others of the 
iame prade qq th& fcaffold, who' exhibited 
Skn inftaoce of ififeiiiib^y more (hocking 
jthaA the executxdn.-^ While the man's head 
rolled on the fi:affpld) and th^ arteries of the 
trunj;^ poured out their blood, thbfe men; 
' Wfth'^'e;^yefl:iur you caq imagine^ Oiook 
thefr brother by the J|attd, wifhed him joy, 
and dapped him on the back, congratulate 
ing him on the desiterous at>d eflPe^ual riian* 
^r ivi which he bad performed his office. 



.', u , i^ . \ t .* 1 ■ ' ;■ 
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r <ii " ai flfi ibcicliiiaddn to rvifit the^Miist^' of 
MecUodburg Streiitk^ i aicQnqpaoMtrbiiBi 
thither foon after his return from Magde* 

^I^jhlArcOrace thxnlg^ tha Wm^i^gviH 
^Iw AlJ^t^iwouW i« moft 4gre«afelfe ^. M?^« 
did PPt r«t out tiierefore iiil al>tmt^^&iOir 
fbveft iq the evening. The firft poft-houfc 
k#iir; QfT^fi milts ffoto;BerJini«/ ^ as 
gre^tt part of the road 18 through a large 
woady add the night became very durfc^ 
the poflilUonfi loft their way* In a (hofl 
time we were pcrfe<Sk!y bewiUcrfad^ lan^ 
wkhout the fma}left notitfdEiftohidi dirac** 
tion we ihould follow. Af^ xa»y^ in^ 
eff^e^ual attempts to find out the path^ we 

thought 
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tbought it would be moft prudent to unyoke 
the horfes, and allow them to graze a* 
round) while we flept in the chaife till day- 
break. This plan wa» l^terfJlyr f<}llowed : 
as foon as the fervants, by the light of the 
xifing^ fun, had difcovercd the path, we 
procfctdfed by 4>ramenbufg an J SeJJriel^ 
t6^ Reit^urg, whidi is ^unkgm&Kikt caftle 
beldngiog -^ Pxince Henry of Pmfliit/'^* ^ 

T^egdritMkd herd are very esteofi'fertfnd 
feav»>1beert' highly improved and 6rtiiim«f^ 
edby lUife Prince, who has la good tsfte^ zM 
tmagnificent turn of mind, - v^^ :^ b 

->' ;.-^ . . -^ •' •' ^ ^ •; . .. .-; ;^ 

Wien we arrived at the town'of' l^ew 
Stfelitz, we were informed that the "c6Q?t 
was at Brandenburg. The Dual refldemie 
♦tas'^ f(*merly at Old Strelitztj but the 
^fllace^^erCf wfth all the magmficcnt fut«-^ 
«kt)re fiindicffedsi was biirnt to aihesabout 
'fiftyyvaftvgd*'- The fire having broke dtit 
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had afVtrj'OarzQiQir ofiuifit. 

■ !.■ lift ■ •■ ..• ..; : • . - ' - -I- 
: .A?0<iii pf^ato bftS;|»eea ripKC built Jlt[Jth€^ 
djfttoce rdl two ^gli<I% flftiiw frqgS'^here 

jigtewbbs fitu^tioor .b?i»8 S^^efJ-Rft a 
gftflklJc fi»i.neo9e ags^fi a-gq«.la^ j.^ijpji the 
towi\.4jf,iNfv^ .Strelit? ^.s.^ajJiiftJly^-inpfeii 
Ui th« neighbourhood. 

M^ki^ ^^t'ft*y atStreliiz, yvp Rrpfi^d- 
«d \%ij^e»^ Br}tn4Bnfet«5e» wljifh, ./« roip^ 
leagues farther north^ ^d^wif^jf^.a-^al^ 
diftance of the Bahic. We arrived there 
in tfe* jnplfaing of ihc'tbird day, after /we 
jmd left $«FUa. > W.Mn^the Chainjberlam of 
ihe Couf t. ..was informed of the;- D «' • / »» of 
H fiK-h ar^val, -we xoceived an invitation 
to ditaoei*^ and a cQacb and ecpaigfge were 
©rd^red to attend hie Grace. :,'t. .. 

. .. ■ :,- '.":: ;The 
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cefe, his fiJfter, wjia \\vos, cojoftatitly widii 

p]tt&f<^ thrill the Qge«^ of Ckvat &ri%^ 
^ljd»e?fheif*Qf:^h«mfQtiiHf ne*rhai(rfr|ftt^ 
4»uch ortccnai refertfefewcc of her Majefty^ 
except ift^fiie ^ability «f thtit taainttctt 
The: Duke 'is bdoved % M& fabj^s, o« 
^Lccount of: the hiwisimty: and beneVoknoe 
of b}s difpofitioat which fcem to be eha^* 
raiaeriftic pf the whole fisimiljr^-*-Aftcr 
pinner there was a concert of mufic, and 
k^xd-^ifitig^ lill ftjpper» - . ^ ^' 

Tbe wholexaoutrtry of ^^hloahtirg^ was 
for many centuries u&dcr the |;o7t}rnment 
of onr Priiwc. la th^ year ijrp^, on the 
^bath: of the SoTereign^, it was divided be<p 
.tweea his two ions* The oddeft^ retaining 
the Dutchy of Meddcribui^ Schwcrin, 
which is confiderably thle largcft flaare ; the 
younget obtained the Dutahy of MecWeflr 

burg 
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Wg Sirelitz. This laftbraturlL be^a^e 
extiod itf th^ year i695rand pufeftFerr 
denp Wi^mf of the eldcfft braacl^* f}^^ 
^i;A to the inbtrifaipcc of the Du<?feyi5l€ 
^elicz. But he vnt oppofcid by A^olglij^ 
f rodcric ^ his fethcr's youqger brother, afl4 
the cooteft was fettled by compromife. be- 
tween the parties in 1 70 1 * The right of 
pimogcpiture^ and the lih^al (ucoeSioB^ 
-were iheo eftaWithcd in both hoqfesj and 
4hi& final »gr€cment was rati^ed by;^l« 
flmperor. 

The country here is not a fandy flat, a^ 
around Berlin ; but the foil becomes gra- 
dually better as you move from that city, 
and around New 'Brandenburg it is re^ 
markably fertile. . Though the foutherh 
border of this Dutchy is flat, fandy and bar- 
ren, yet all the northern part is of a Vich 
verdure, finely diverfified witli taU,' mea- 
dows, woods, and ifeveral l3'eautirul fakes 
fi-om four to ten miles in length. The coun- 
try 
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cdl^iSt pallt/e'fof numefotis Hoicks (^flieej^, 
'Irticl 'i iood bre^d of lioVfes.i-i-New l^k'tii. 
tefl^^ 18 a'neat 'Arid tliflVihg town, 'Vi^y 
ii^riscaBIj litirated* '^The ihliaWtants carry 
oh a cohfid^r aWfe" trade iri lidps, iKrhtcfi jgfbw' 
ttJ great aBu'ndancc all around. ' ' 

♦ ♦ t - i,- •' . .■• ' - . . 

'THls country, which feeiiia to be happy 
Iti its prince and other particuUts, cannot 
rank' among its bleffings the neighbourhood 
of fo great and warhke a monarch as the 
king of Pruffia. In the courfe of thejate 
war,^ both the Mecklenburgs fufFered very 
feverely from this circumftance. The Ruf- 
fians and Auftrian«, who pillaged the mid- 
dle Mark of Brandenburg, xiid not afcertain 
with nicety where the King of Pruffia*8 do? 
punions ended, and the Duke of Strelitz** 
began hhjj-t^^ pftca ^s there waa any tiling 
valuably, to c^rry away, plundered both 
yrithoqt jjiftii^ion. And when that Mo* 

' parch 
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jjrmj, the IVlec^letjjbijr^-qrs , ■^fir?, <^aj^^f ^ 
and feduced by. pyejtj art into the Pruffiaa 
|ervicc^ aad w\ien t^fe methods ^^\^> ^^^7 
^eiff,TfsitJ8Jaid*,.t§|£:ep. t^y fc»f ^"^ , E?^ 
^t prefent, wJik&^^r 4be;PrujS^ft;re^flitiui^ 
pfljeers know of a ftrong well-lQp|ffipg pp^- 
fant Uelopgin^ to %he. Putchy of M«!clc;^ 
burg^ tbey P^e every mean^ they can 4e|pift 
to le.di;ice,^im,intp their maftg: 8 fer«!i(^-i» 
Compkints are frequently made of tjt^fe 
8 to HsTfuffianMajeffy, m4 ttdr^fs 
givea' whea it |haU glcaie th? 



* The * fecond " 4ay after out -arrival, we 
fpent the foreROoft in viewing every thing 
worthy of notice in the town, < and dined 
again at court, where there wa^ a trrore nut- 
jtierous company than* had lD€en the firfll 
day. After difaner we accompanied his 
Hfghnefs and tfiePrincefs toran affembJyin 
.6 the 
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the towrii'iimtf ^fe'mfned to ibp at Vhecoirt. 
tountt^'{iipper there Was a coffcert of-vdcal 
and iriflfrtjmerfrat'm'ilttcr '" ' ' ' * 

'H<avii% if efceived cTtry. mark of pdKte at^ 
Kfltktti ftoih this PrintCy We libOk'*ea¥fridf 
Mtoarid'flieTmf<^f«i and lef f Ib'e town earfy 
nest morfting, and^fttumed "by Otd Sc^e- 
lk«, Whkh is laot Ift foch a flourifliihg -cott- 
dititm,' or fituatti ?h f6 fiAci a cotmtry; as 
New firanaeiiburg. WHife Britmi fubjfeats 
pafe tfirough this countVy, tfcey wiH Ai4f- 
tul^lly Veflea l^^ith' gratitude atid vetierktIoW 
en tbt eharaiSer 6f a Pririfcefs ttfhofe iirttife 
are an ornament to tneBmifli throne; ^tid 
t^hofe amia1 
dudt hate a 
divided by 
timent on a ^ 

On oiir return to'Serl'tn, f 'foUti'd^fl'lettdr 
from Lorcf Mareclfal, irifortting tae,'th)it 
the King was exp^ed at^otfclirix-withiti 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tfti VIEW OP 60Qim^ AtiU 

A very fim d9y»} that gf»t {jretuariiGoos 

trere making for the i»Qe{ttio<|.Qf^th&Brm-> 

ce{^ of Hefie and the Dutchds .«£ Mui- 

tembeiig, ttho were then both at Bcdiii* 

And were to pay * viSt. to. the: iUa|; .«t 

SaiM^Sottci; <faat they : ^im(ufi[^ fat tccGNir 

piftled biy the Prince& Ameib, ,die King^ 

UBmari'iied fifter, aad> hk two iif^ew'ta- 

law, fdr 2^1 of whom apartmeftts weie 

Reposing at the* new palace,, iwhere^lib 

majefty alfo wa» to reiide aU the.tim^jywt 

his ■lluftriaits guefis ihoukl reotaio* My 

lioxd added, that the e^i^9Ked h9iKmf», 

^d a campany of French coiaediaftSi yj^e 

afare«dy arrived, and alfo a eompaqy q£ 

Itallaa a&ota zod fingers ffxXhc operiis 

and that both companies were to peff(»ria 

at the theatre within the palace ; that a 

great concourfe of company was expeded 

at Potfiiam on the occafion ; that moStoi 

dte apartments in the town w^re already 

befpoke, and, as he imaginpd;' wer^^oidd 

incline terfae there) be hftd engaged<.k>4g- 

.idgs for ttt. 

The 
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;r. !nieJ3i4^e;wajB cxtoerttdy pfea&d witfr 
tfai&oioligiiig be)iavbtii! of Lord jMarec}i4» 
I aHefwards Ijioke to Mfi Hkrjfig oa Ihiy 
futf^9 and esqntrid lEbe iot^adisd^itO ,b^ 
*at fbdiam onthe occafion ? He t(dd in^^ 
tlarai ^ ^ys^ c^as, and other QMotr 
tsatmcatsis were to be gi'i^en in' the palwf^ 
QDhodjr cQiild attend thera ixeept tboiip 
^nrho bad ^particular iavitattoos; thatixQf 
^tkerhe^w any c^ the forei|;n miaifl£r8.ha4 
tieen^nor, as be underftoodi were. tor be 
fiiVited, fior did be bear that any firamgert 
were expected ;*^and that be imagined k 
^ould be unbecoming the D-*^ of H— *-*. 
to be at Pmfdaoi at that tineie^ ^xeeptbc 
could with propriety attend die entertaii^ 
m^ts at Sana*Soiici. 

Hia Gra€e> on liearing this s^ccouptt, 
detenmofid: to remain here ; but tpm^ dftyy 
after^ I Mc»*vpd a letter from Cbunt Fijc^ 
fcenftcin*.vafaqBlii«tii)g me, tl^t ^b« ba4 
c«E^8it%i||nleitl« ©^- xrf. JJr-rr? a«d me 
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to attend (fee entertaittmeiits to be "gihn si 
Sans-Souci. This afforded 'u* gteatt fltife 
faClian, hot fo thiich &n iccbiinf df thd 
J)ubHc etitertalhmehts, as' becaofc it Will 
give us oppoftunitics, WhicK we could not 
otherwife have, of fctihg the King of 
Pniflia, and probably in an eafier way 
than at Befliri. As for the iifual amufe* 
ments and fplendor of courts, his Grace 
difplaysmote coolnefs about them than 
one Wotlld naturally imagine,' confidering 
the manner in which he is received, his 
time of life, and his perfonal appearanic^* 



'flamque £pfa' decoram 



.Cciariem luto geniirix, lumenque juventfls 
Purpureum, & laetos oculis afflarac bonores^. 

Since our return from Mecklenburg^ 
we have pafled our time almoft conftantly 
with Mr. Harris, who accompanied the 
Duke yefterday on his laft vifit to Shoen- 
haufen ; for we fhall probably not return 
to this place from Potfdam, Mr. F — fet 

out 
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M^JINEiU IN FRANCE, ^c, 2^ 

out a few days ago for Frankfort cq the 
Maine; his eafy humour, and original 
turn of thought, make his abfence felt 
with painty alLwhtO haye tjft^d t|ie plea- 
fur e of his converfation. 



Vol. IL 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

Poifdam. 

TTTE We been here about a fortnight. 
His Majefty arrived at the new pa- 
lace of San8-Souci about the fame time 
that we came to Potfdam. ThePrincefs 
Amelia» who is miftrefs of the ceremonies, 
was there to receive him. The comipany 
I formerly mentioned are all lodged in the 
palacct I will give you a fhort fkctch of 
what has pafled« 

There has been a theatrical entertain- 
ment every fecond or third day. Hid 
Grace and I attend at« Sans-Souci on 
thefe days only. We drive from Potfdam 
about five in the evening. The comp^my 
affemble in one of the apartments of the 
palace about that time, and walk to the 
I play- 
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playhoufe a little before fix. The theatre 
is very well contrived for the accommo- 
dation of a fmall audience. There are 
neither boKcs nor pit; but femicircular 
benches in the front of the ftage. The 
.forctaoft bench is upon the floor; the 
others rife gradually behind, that all the 
^peftators may fee equally welL 

A few minuted after the company are 
placed, the Royal Family arrive. The 
Prihcdk Amelia is ltd in by Prince Fjpe- 
dcric of Bnmfwick, and the Princeft o£ 
Heffe by the King. The Dutchefs of 
Wcrtemberg, and the other Priiicfeffes, are 
led in after; they, and the ladies their 
attendants, fit in the firft rows. The 
King generally feats himfelf in the third 
or fourth. The piece then begins, and 
18 ufually finifhed about nine, after which 
all the company return to the large apart- 
ment, where the King remains con verfing 
in a familiar manner till fupper is ready. 
0^2 He 
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He then retires, 'an4 goes to ^feed aT 
ten. 

Thofe whom the Princefs Amelia 
ordei's to be mvitcJ,' ftay to fii^(p^ 
iiid there ' is generally a pretty iMM^ 
rous company.— We have been at thhP«€-*. 
paft three or four times, and dually git 
to our lodgings at Potfdam about anid*- 
nights voo uvt.. 

Hitherto there hftve been no ciamtediea 
aded, artd I. undcrftand there are, to be 
none/ becanfc Le Kain never ads' iftvco- 
medyf and for another reafon, ^hich is 
equivalent to a th^uland, — his M^^^ 
loves tragedy better. 

Le Kain has already appeared ia Tome pf 
his principal chara(3:er8. — You need not 
doubt of his exerting all hi^j ppwer»:be- 
fore fuch an audience— I might -have faid, 
fuch an auditor, ^he Kiogieemei pleafed 

with 
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fy^itl^ his aiding, and of confequence the 
CQurtiers were in raptures, and vied with 
each other who (hould praife him moft. 

J .^5^ <rijge^y , of Qgdipua is, his ,|ylajpgj^> 
£%YWrite piece. This has been reprefen,t^4 
twicQ, and he fceraed to enjoy, it very 
much on both occaibns ; particularly when 
the tfollowing ipeech t^inft prkfts was 
pronounced; 

> ^SlriipdiB qo^par vot foii^ vous poav^z tout ^^ppen^e, 

Qael be(bin qae le Ciel ici fe fafle entendre ? 

Ces Dleux> dont le pontife a promts le fecour^, 
-' DiDB leurs teniple9» Seigneur, n'babitent pa» toujour? % 

On ne voit point leur bras (i prodigoe en miracles ; 

Ces antresy ces trepieds, (jui rendeni leurs oracles, 
\ Ces organes d'airtln que nos mains oat form^, 

ToQJours d'an fouiHe pur ne font point animes* 

Ne nous endorrooQs poin( f«r la foi de kurs pretres ; 

Aa pied du (an6taaire il eft fouvent des traitres. 

Qui nous aflerviflant fous un pouvoir facre, 
. s- J?qnt parlcr ks deftios, les font taire a leur gre, 

Voyez, examine Z| avec un foin extreme, 

PfifloAefte^ I^ibi^as, k. Jocafte elTe-meme. 
; • , I Nejv^/;iffi9{i^rqq*j^ npus, vpyrons taut par nofs youx, 
r Ce fofU la nos-trepieds* nos, oracles, nos Dieux. 

:; . CLs And 
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And afterwards, when Jocafta pdurtP 
forth another tirade of the iatne kiB^^ 
which terminates with thefe lines : -> 

Nos Pretres ne font point ce qa*an vain pcuplc pcnfc j 
Notre credaUtc fait toatc kut ftienite* 

I happened to fit next to the Ahb^ 
^aftiani, and, while the adrefs fpoke this, 
^he king ftarted up, coughed, andjaughe^jk 
with very fignificant geftures, . to the ecclc-? 
|ia(lic« 

But though thefe pafTages, and fome 
others, feem at firft fight to he ferere 
againft priefts, the tragedy of Oedipus, 
upon the whole, does them great honour* 
For all that is faid againft them^ turns out 
to be unjuft, and it appears that the ora- 
cle, which had been treaied in fuch fevere 
terms, was true, and that the high-prieft 
had adled throughout like an honeft and 
virtuous man. It furprifes me, therefore, 
that Voltaire fhould have taken tlie plot 

of 
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mf hfs pkny from tl» Greek tragedy on 
t&is iubjeft) which fajas oonfirain^ him^ 
like BakaUxt the ion a£ Barak, tti- do bb^ 
iK>ur to thofe wham he would kiTe been 
better plea&d to have cnrfed^^Aod the 
King on his part (if I may jwefume to 
iay it) c»uld not have pitched upon a tra- 
gedy lefs ^-propos^ if his intention wai 
to turn the clergy into ridicule» 

I have no objedion to this piece, oa 
jficcount of the honour done to the clergy ; 
becaufe 1 cannot help forming an opinion 
of men from my own experience ; And t 
have known fo many good men of that 
profeffion, that I would refpc^t it on their 
?iccount, exclufive of other reafons, 

l^t I own I have the misfortune not to 
follow this great monarch, and many other 
refpedable critics, in their admiration of 
the tragedy of Oedipus. — The fable, in my 
poor opinion, is *too horrible.-^The cir*^ 
0^4 cumftance 
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cumihncc of Oeidipus l)eing 'married to hia 
jnother, and having chikkmiJ^ bar, is 
highly difgufting ; iand the idea it gives of 
Providence and the condufl: of the gods^ 
cannot have a good eflFeA on the mind. 
Nothing could be more unjuft, than that 
Hcai&en iliould. fend s& plague among the 
inhabitants' of Thebes, atid pbur fuch 
vengeance on poor Oedipua land Jocafta» 
for crimes of which it knew them to be 
Innocent. We cannot help admitting the 
juftice of Oedipus*s reproaches agaihft the 
gods, when he fays, ^^ 



" ' Le votia done rempK cet oracle ejtecrabfe, 
, flonim5?*intca|xreflel'e&si^inevjtalfle; 
, . Et je mc vols cnfin, par un melange affreux, 

Incefle,' & parricide, & pourtant vertueux. ' 
. Nliferable vert a, nom flerile Se funede, 
. Tci^par (^ui j'ai regie dea jours qi^e je detefle, 
A men nbir afcendant tu n'as pu refifter : 
,1 T . Je tQBttfoisd^os.lc pilgt,^ envoialantl'iBvitcr* ' 
, ,Ua diei) plus fort que ;noi ro'^ijirt^a^aif vers W ^p'mc 5 
Sous mes pas fugitifs il creufait un abimc ; 
' ' ^ ^e j'etais; malgre inoi; dans mon avigilgidtoei&i^'^' 



VoiTi 
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Impitoyaoles ditux, mes crimes font les votres. 

We muft.lufpe(3:, however, th^tJoc;^fta 
was njiftaken ia the opinion fbe utters io 
the concluding lines of the tragedy. 

, , ' < ti^espi i^S ir^mi Thebdai^ qui Ifiitiintfsfijetj^ 1 - 
IJpnorcz n^OQ buchcr, ^ fbpgez a Jamis, 
Qu'au milieu des liorreurs du dedin qui m^opprime, 
:. . J^ fait roii|;ki les dieusc, qui m'tnt forced aa ctime. 

For thofe, who could force innocent pco* 

pie to commit criminal adipns, and thea 

• '' ' ' ' ^ 

punifh them on that account, were not 

capable of blufliing for any thing. A 
French tragedy and Italian opera are re- 
prefented at this theatre alternately ; the 
King attends the latter as punctually aa 
the former, and difplays in his counte-^ 
nance that extreme fcnfibility to \ mufic, 
which forms part of his chara^er. I ima- 
ging this prince would fycceed better in 
an^ tl^ijig tbap ift fiinulation^ if he fliould. 
ever! ^tink it wot th his while to attempt 
3 that 
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that part of hypocrify, — his features are 
fo exprefiive of his feeliogs^ that the firft 
would be conftantly in danger of betray- 
ing the other. When there is no repre-^ 
fentation at the theatre, his Majefty has 
a private concert in his own apartment, 
where he himfelf performs on the German 
flute, in wHich inftrument h^ has attained 
the highcft degree of exceWencc-^To th^fe 
tonc^rts no ftranger is s^dmittedi^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IN FRANOE, ^. :^- 



LETT E Ki LXXV^ 






Potfdam^ 

, - / ^ ■ • ' - ■-' * ' - 'I c 

.TI/HPN we fir ft ^arrived hjer^ tl^i:^ 
wjjs; ^o^l^ing I : waft fo ^ag w tQ fee a}| 
.the Prj^ffi^n; jroops, ^t ihpir pcarcife; buf 
tbe rcTiews at Berlinr hfve cQin|>le):ely la^ 
tiated my curiofity. -And though the.gar^ 
dens of the palace are jjuft oppofite to the 
windows'of our ian^. I hardly ever go to 
look at the guards, who. axe. paraded there 
every forenoon.- — A few days ago, how^ 
. ever, r happened to take a vdry earl^y vfalfc 
about a mile out of town, apff fteing fonjfc 
foldiers under arms, in a field at n fmall 
. diftance from the road, I went toward* 
them. An officer on horfeback, whom I 
took to be the Major, for he gave the 
, word of command, was uncommonly ac^ 
tive, and often rode among the ranks tp 

reprimand, 
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r^imand^ or iaftrad^ the coqiqioq. ,^60. 
^Iira I iadnejnbu3er» I ^as vmck furpdl^ 
ed.iaifincL thai! tlua was die king hini^l£. 
JfiCih^ IjW fwdrd:drs^wn, aod contiqtupd ,^p 
ffiUDcife tht ottipa for aa hour afteri* Ma 
nade t||iem whied» marcfai form the fquajre* 
iesi&'Brehf dtvHbnSi and io pUtooosi .ob^ 
fer^ing aU their motions with iafioite at-- 
teatitfa; ;lfid| oa account of (bn^e I^Iii^^}^ 
put twp oiicers of the Prince of Prii^s 
Itgiraent ia arreft, — In fhort, be feeing to 
exert himfelf with all the fpirit of a, youi^ 
dSbcer^ oigcr to attraft the notice of Jj|$ 
Gintnd by'tificommon alertnefs^ 

. ;.' '^ - . - - ' ^ ' ' ' 

^ .1 cKpceflfcd my furprife to aa officer prq>- 

fcnt, that the King was not willing to take 

fome repofc, particularly from that kind 
-of etHployiittent of which he had had fo 
Vety much of late, and that he ocmld take 
fo much pains with a mere hai^fi^I ofip^e^ 
immediately^ after lie^ had conW tjfosre»c»- 

cififtg whole armies* ' ' "^ /iauu xi' 

: '^^i This 
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pbrtfculaf 4ayi the 'King; iutd.faeeii tr^hlg 
iovhit fie w e volotions ; > but tlloo^Ii ithh>faiDd 
hh\t hteti tKe cak, he might <r^y ^dflBbl]!^ 
l^c been in the field :-~ibr his nuxaxa^ 
v^a6> that his troops fliould di%ia^:,at 
much briiknefs on a common fidd^^ifiiy ai 
if thefy were to engage in battle; and 
therefore it was never ki:tt>wn when he in- 
tended to be prcfent,. or when not j-— that 
as^t repofe, he took it between: )teir at 
flight afnd four in the morningt '4nd-'^hf)i 
other hours were all devoted td ja&ititu 
cither of body or mind, or fcoth >' indctliat 
the exercife he had juft taken, was probably 
by way of relaxation after three toiiirs pre- 
vious labour in his cabinet, ^ • ■ ^ — ^ -" 

The m^e I fee and heat of. this: cxtfactiy 
dinary nutn^ the more am I siQoniQk^. j Mfi 
]:eaoiioilQsiipaIities which I u(ed iBo t|^i(^k 
iiwompdtifclj?*. : I oqce was of opi^Hcja, tbftt 
the mind, which ftoops to ?reTy.'i)ipaUph- 

jeas. 
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jddfi, is incapable of embracing great ones ; 
-i*if a*i DOW convinced, that he is an ex-- 
eej^iM; for while few <*jefitsare tcK) great 
for his gettitis, none feem too fmall for his' 

attention. 

* I* • ' 

I once thonght that a man of muck vi— ' 
iracity. was not capable of entering iiWo the 
detail of bufinefet*~I now fee that he, who: 
h oert^itily a man of wit, can coodnue^ 
methodically the neceflary routine of ba(W. 
nefs, with the patience and perfevenmce ofi 
the greateft dunce that ever drudged in a^ 
|:om^tkig*houfe. 

. Since my laft, we have feen the Italtant 
perform ; but neither the plays nor the 
operas, nor any part of the entertainments, 
iatereil me half fo much, or could draw 
me foiaffidnoufly Co Sans*4Soucl, a& the op« 
portunity this attendance gives of feeing^ 
the Kiiig« Other monarchs acquire im^ 
portance from their (lation ; this Prince 

gives 
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giy« importance to /his. The traveller 
iti^^^ther countries has a wi(h to fee the 
i&ing^ becaufe he admires the kingdom t 
here the objeft of curiofity is re^erfdd t— ^ 
and let us ftrppofe the palaces, atid the 
towns, and the country, and the army of 
1?ruffia ever fo fine, yet o*r chief inteneft in 
them will arife from their helonging to 
Frederic the Second ; — the man, who, 
without an ally but Britain, repelled the 
united force of Aufttia, France, flufliat 
and Sweden. 

Count Neffelrode, talking with me on 
thisfubjeS, had an expreffion equally live- 
ly and juft: C'cft dans l^adverfite ^?ll 
hriiie, lorfqu'il eft bien comprime il^Alil 
reffort irrefiftible. 

The evening of the day on which I hiskt 
fcen the iCing in the field, I was at Sans** 
Souci J for; I wifli to laegle^ no opportiijaity 

of 
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of being prefeat v^here this mpoarch i^» t 
like to llaad near him, to hear h^im Tpg^^ 
and to obferre his movements, attitude9, 
and piofl iadi0Fercnt a£tions» He aJwaf s 
behaves with particular affability ,t» the 

D ^ of H— • One evening, before 

the play bc^an^ his Grace a.nd I were 
{landing acxidentaUy with Count Finkenr 
ftein, in a room adjoining to the great 
apartment whcr€ the company were. Th^ 
King entered alone, when he was not ex* 
peded, and immediately began a convQ:- 
fation with the D— — . 

He afked feveral queilijons relating to the 
Britifh conftitution; particularly at whaC 
age a peer could take his feat in parlia* 
ment ? — \yhen the Duke replied, At twea- 
ty-onc.— It is evident from that, faid the 
King, that the Eiiglifh Patricians acquire 
the ncccffary talents for legiflation much 

fooner than thofe of ancient Rome, who 

« 

were 
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'^e yiot admitted imo the Senate till the 
agiri£ forty. 

' He then enqaired about the ftate of Lbnd 
Ck^tbam's health, and exprefled high 
effeebi for the chara^er of that mintfter.— • 
He afked me, if I had re«ived letters by 
the laft: poft, and if they mentioned any 
thing of the affairs in America ?— He faid, 
there wfere accounts from Holland, that 
the Englifh troops had been driven from 
Bofton, and that the Americans were in 

poffeflion of that place.^^ 1 told him, our 

letters informed us, that the army had 
left Bofton to make an attack with more 
cSeGt elfewhere. 

He fmiled, and faid — If you will not 
allow the retreat to have been an affair of 
neceffity, you will at leafl admit, that it 
was tout^a-fait h-propos. 

Vol. 1L ' R He 
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He faid he heard that ibme Brit^ oB* 
ficers had gone into the American femc^ 
and mentioned Colonel Lee, ^hoih he 
bad feen al his Goint« He obfemedi thit 
it was a difficult thing to goireni mixk 
by force at fuch a diftancc ;~that if the 
Americana ihould be beat (which ap- 
peared a little problematical), ftUl it 
would be next to tmpoflible to continue 
to draw from them a revenue by tax- 
ation ; — that if we intended conciliation 
with America, fome of our meafures were- 
too rough; and if we intended its fub- 
jeQion, they were too gentle. He con- 
cluded by faying, Enfin, Meffieurs, je 
ne comprends pas ces chofes 1^; je n*ai 
point de colonic : — j'efpere que vous vous 
tirerez bien d'affaire, mais elle me pa* 

roit un peu epineufe. ^Having faidt 

this, he walked into the Princefs's apart-^ 
ment, to lead her to the playhouf^t whiie 
we joined the company already affembled 

there. 
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tlicrCfc*^Tlie tiagtedy of Mahomet was ptr- 
fbrirtcdi which^ ia my opidion, h t&e fined 
of all Voltaire's dmiEiatic pieces> and that 
ia which LeKain appears to the greatdl 
adrffotage. 



^ii 
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J- E T T E R LXXVL 

Potfdaoi* 

^OU exprefs fuch an e^neft defire to 
be made acquainted with every thic^ 
which regards the King of Prufiia» that I 
am in danger of lengthening my deferip* 
tions with a tedious minutenefs. Yet I 
will ri{k it, rather than give you reafon to 
complain that I have not gratified your ca« 
rioiity as fully as is in my powen 

Do not imagine, however, that I pre* 
fume to draw a Complete portrait of this 
monarch. That muft be the work of much 
abler painters, who have feen him in a 
more familiar manner, and whofe colours 
can give an expreffion worthy of the ori* 
ginal. I fhall only attempt to give a 
faithful fketch of fuch features a9 I was 

able 
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able to feize during the tranfient views I 
myfelf had, or which I have learnt from 
thofe who have pafled with him many of 
the hours which he dedicates to free conver- 
iatioat and the pleafures of the table. 

The King of Pruflia is below the middle 
fize, well made, and remarkably adlive 
for his time of life. . He has become hardy 
by exercife and a laborious life; for his 
conftitution originally feems to have been 
none of the ftrongeft. His look announces 
fpirit and penetration. He has fine blue 
eyes; and, in my opinion, his countenance 
upon the whole is agreeable. Some who 
have feen him are of a different opinion. 
All who judge from his portraits only, muft 
be foj for although I have feen many 
vrhiQh have a little refemblance of him, 
and fome which have a great deal, yet 
none of them do him juflice. His features 
ac<|uire a wonderful degree of animation 
R J while 
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wliilte^'"d6tiverfe^.----Thi8 is entirely* ^ofV 

,,Hc fyocfB^ conJSdejfal?ly, and i^clii^i^ig. 
head a^qj^ft conftantly to 9pe fidp* ^ .., ^.,. 

His tone of voice is the cleareft and moft 
agreeable in converfation I ever heard. 

He fpeaks a great deal ; yet thofc who 
hear him, regret that he does not fpeak a 
great deal more. His obfervations are al- 
ways lively, very often juft, and fewmea 
poflefs the talent of repartee in greater per*- 
fedion. 

He hardly ever varies his drefs, vehlch 
cbnfifts of a blue coat> lined and faced with 
wd, and a yellow waiftcoat and breefches. 
He always weais boots, with huflar tops,' 
which fall in wrinkles about his ancles, and 
n^ oftener of a dark brown th^ ^- black 
fplour/ ' -'A' -1 '^' •^- 
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Hk hatwojild be thought extrai?agaatly 
]arge in Englandi though it is,<^ the &ic 
commonly ufed by the Pruffiaa ofiicera of 
duralry. He generaliy' wears one of the 
large fide cornets over his fbreftead and 
eyes, and the front cock at one fide* 

He wears his hair cued behind, and 
drefied with a fingle buckle on each fide* 
From their being very carelefsly put up 
and unequally powdered, we may natural- 
ly conclude, that the frifeur has been 
greatly hurried in the execution of his 
oflSice. 

JJ$ ufe^ a very large gold fnuff-box, the 
lid prnfuneated with diamonds, and takes 
an immoderate quantity of Sp/aniflx fnufF, 
the marks of whkh very pften appear on 
his waiftcoat and breeches. Thefe are alfo 
Imblet^ bft.fpoikd by the paws of two or 
three Italian greyhounds, which he often 
carefies. 

R 4 He 
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He dreflfes as (oouzs he gem wpvp^ |he 
xnoraing. This takes up but a few tai-' 
nute8> and ferves for: tlje whole day»-rY9u 
have ofteq heard that the^King of Pruffia^s 
hours, from four or five in th^ nptpmij^y 
till ten at night, are all dedicate^ med^iT 
cally to particular occupations, either of 
bufinefs or amufement. This is cer- 
tainly true, and the arrangement his not 
fuftained fuch an interruption for many 
years, as fince the prefcnt company came 
to Potfdam. 

Some who pretend to more than com* 
mon penetration afferr, that at prefeat 
they can perceive marks of uneafinefs iq 
his countenance, and feem convinced, that 
there will not be fuch another company 
at Sans-Souci during this reign* 

All bufinefs with the King is tranfadted 

by letters. Every petition or propofal 

muft be made in this form, which is ad- 

4 hered 
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faeied to fo^ittvambly, asl have been aflfur- 
ed, that if any of his Generals Wiflied to 
promote^ cad^t to the rani; of an enfigp, 
he would not venture to make his propofal 
in any other manner, even though he had 
daily opportunities qf <x)nverfing with hia 
M^jefty, 

The meaneft of his fubjedts may apply 
xo him in writing, and are fure of an 
f nfwer. His firft bufinefs every morning 
is the peruHng the papers addrefTed to him« 
A fingle word wrote with his pencil in 
^he margin, indicates the anfwer to be 
given, which is afterwards made out in 
form by his fecretaries. — ^This method af- 
fords the King time to deliberate on the 
jufiice and propriety of every demand, and 
prevents the poflibility of his being fur- 
prifed into ^ prQmife> which it might b^ 
inconvenient to perform. 

He 
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He fits downtd^diotter^reHfeiyatii^^ 
•Oflat^ he allowVmbre timetto^hi^ repdft 
•tWift fbrmerly* ' It is'gineralfy after 'thi^ 
%feffitelie^lea^e6^*ttefe<ftknpiny. Eigbt » 
iii^etrf liis offictri 'are cdmmoriiy invited to 
^ih^ with. him. Since our coming to Potf* 
dam, Count Neffelrode, and the Abbe 
Baftiani, two men of letters, were the only 
coirlpany, befidcs the officer^, who dined 
with the Kiiig, while he lived Jii hk ufual 
wdy at the Old Palace of Sans-Souci ; add 
thofe two were thenr of his party almcrfl 
evef y day. The Count has tiow left this 
Court; the Abb^ has an apartment 'in thfe 
Palate. He is an Italian by t)irth, a man 
of wit, &nd an excellerit companion. 

At table, the King likes ihat every per** 
fon fhould appear to be on .a footings and 
that the conve^fation fhould be carried on 
with perfedl freedom. The thing, by the 
way, is impoflible. That confidential un- 

reftrained 
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reftraiiied ftow of the heart, which takes 
place* in a fociety of Equals, is i pleafute 
which a defpotic Prince can never tafte. 
However, his Majefty dbfires' that k may 
bcfo, and they rtiake the bed of it they 
can. 

At one of thefe meetings, when the 
King was in a gay humour, he faid to Baf- 
tiahii-^ When you (hall obtain the tiara, 
t^hich yoor exemplary piety muft one day 
proctu'd you, how will you receive me 
whenlarfivfe at Rome to pay my duty to 
your Holihdfs ? — I will immediately give 
orders, replied the Abbe, with great readi* 
nefs, Qji'oni faffe entrer Taigle noir,-— rqu'il 
mecouvrede fes ailes^mais— -<ju*il m'epargne 
Jtc/ fon bee. 

Nobody fays more lively things in con- 

verfatipn thap the King biittfelf. Many of 

his bons mots are repeated here. I (hall 

only n^eotion one, which is at once an 

3 inftance 
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inflance x)f bis wit> and greatnefs of nditid^ 
in rendering juftice to the merit of a ihati 
who has caufed him more vexation tha& 
perhaps any other perfon alive.— When 
the King of Pruffia had a perfonal meeting 
ibme years fince with the Emperor ; they 
always dined together, a certain number c£ 
their principal officers being with them^ 
One day. General Laudahn was going to 
place himfelf at the foot; of the taWe, when 
the King, who was at the head^t called t<^ 
him, Venez;^ je vous en prie, Monfieur 
Laudohn, placez vous ici. J'aime infini- 
ment mieux vous avoir de mori cote que 
vis-a-vis. 

Though all the cordiality of friendfhip, 
and the full charms of unreferved fociety, 
cannot exift where the fortune of every 
other individual depends on the will of one 
of the company } yet the King endeavours 
to put every one as much at his eafe as 
the nature of the cafe will admit, and I 

have 
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heard of his bearing fome very fevere re- 
torts with perfed good humour. He has 
too much wit himfelf, and is too foitd.cf 
it in -others, to rjepel its attacks with aaf 
other weapons than thbie which it fur- 
oifhes. None but the moft abAird <^ 
dunces could a^ttempt to rally', without be-- 
log able to allow of raillery; and only the 
meaneft of ibuls would think of reTcnging 
t^ liberties taken with a companion by the 
power of a King. 

A very ftriking inftance of the freedom 
which may be ufed with him occurred a 
little before the late reviews, and what 
makes it more remarkable, it happened, not 
during the gaiety of the table, but on th« 
very fcene of military ftridnefs* 

Two regiments were in the field. That 

of General -^ was one of them. This 

oflScer is fond of company, and pafles more 
d[ his time in the fociety of ftrangers, and 

with 
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vritli the foreign minifters, thin moft mhert 
in ' the Pruffian fervke,^~Somethi^, it it 
probable) had chagrined the King than 
«tormng. WWJc the regiment advaace4 
mz line, he faid to the Geoerali who ftood 
Deaf hiiA^ Votre regpunent n- eft pas align^* 
Monfieur ~— ^, ct ce n'eft paa furprraant^ 
Tous JQuez tant aux cartes* The General 
called out inflantly with a loud roice to 
jh? regimeiliti AUe ! and they immediately 
ftopt : then, turning to the Kir^i he faid> 
II n'eft pas queftion, Sire, de mes cartes — • 
Mais, ayez la bonte de regarder U ci re- 
giment n*eft pasaiigne. — Theregitoentwas 
in a very ftraight line, and the King mov- 
ed away without fpeaking, and feemingly 
difpleafed, not with the General, but with 
himfelf. — ^This manly officer never hadrea- 
fon afterwards to believe that the King had 
taken his freedom amifs* 

I have already faid, that it k aWbhitely 
impoffible for any man to enjoy an ofitce 

in 
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in the K^wig.^f Pru0ia>.fi;rv^ce ^/^ithop^ pern 
formii;^. the -duty, of itt Jfie is hino^i^ 
adiive aqd afliduows, and he mafc^sit » 
pftint.th^.aU hja minift^ and .fcrsr^flA* 
fliaU be fo toa# But tQ thofe who ktucKV^ 
their bufmefe and perform it exafliy, he ia 
aneafy aod.^qjuitable m^fter. : - ;^ 

A gendeman, who has been many ypar$ 
^bout his p^rfon, and is npw one of his aid- 
de-camps^ affured me of this :— The King 
undef Hands what ought to be done; an4 
his fervants are never expofed to the ridicu- 
lous or contradictory orders of ignorance, or 
the mortifications of caprice. 

His favourites, of whatever kind, never 
were able to acquire influence over him in 
any thing regarding bufinefs. Nobody 
ever knew better how to difcriminate the 
merits of thofe who ferve him in the im- 
portant departments of ftate, from theirs 
who contribute to his amufement^ A man 

who 
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who performs the duty of his office with 
alertnefs and fidelity, has nothing to appre- 
hend from the King's being fond of the 
company and converfation of his enemy. 
Let the one be regaled at the King's table 
every day, while the other never receives a 
fingle invitation ; yet the real merit of both 
is known : — and if his ad verfary fhould ever 
try to turn the King's favour to the purpofes 
of private hatred or malice, the attempt 
will be repelled with difdain, and the evil 
he intended to another, will fall on him- 
felf. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 

' ' • ' PotfcJam. 

|r\N the days when there is 'no public 

court 2it Sans-Souci, we geherally dine 

with Lord Marechal, who is always happy 

to fee the D — of H -, and is of great 

fervice to all Britifh fubjeds while they 
remain here or at Berlin. Exclufive of 
other reafpns he may have for efteeming 
the Duke, his Lordfhip evidently difplays 
a kind of partiality for his Grace, as the 
firft man in point of rank belonging to his 
country. This appears in a thoufand in- 
ftances ; for with very liberal fentiments, 
and a moft benevolent heart, this venerable 
nobleman dill retains a few Caledonian 
prejudices. 

Vol. IL S He 
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He afked one day of the D— i. If he 
reckoned himfelf a Scotchman ? Moflr 
certiunly I do» replied his Grace. By fa 
doing yoiU lie under ^ roiftak^ faid my 
Lord; for I can aflure you, and I am coa* 
vinced the beft lawyers in England will 
do the fame» that you have a much jufter 
claim to all the privileges belongipg to 

your Englifli title of B n, thcjqgb fotac 

of themi I fear, are ftill difputed. ^ i. 

It is to be hoped, faid the D — , that 
the Hbufe of Peers will not always refufe 
to do tny family juftice; on a thorough 
examination of the cafei I ftill flatter my* 
felf they will grant me thofe privikgee, 
which have been, for no valid realbfic, 
refufed my anccftors. But in the mean 
^ time, why will your Lordfhip, more cruel 
than the Peers, deny my birth-right as a 
Scotchman ? , 

Becaufc 
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Becaufe your birth gives you ho fuch 
Tight, replied the Earl ; for you in reality 
are but a North Briton :— unlefs your 
Grace can prove that you were boro be- 
fore the Union. 6«)t, continued he» with 
an air of triumph) I stm 9, real Scotchman : 
-■' u.u- ■ . . ... .1 ■» . adding a Kttle after, wiih 

^ figh^ *nd in a plaintive accent " m . — ^ 
and almoft the only one in the wopld ~-** 
All the Scots of my acquaintance are now 
dead. 

The good old Earl is infinitely fond of 
talking of his country, and of tlie days of 
former years. When I make any enquiry 
about the Ki^g of Pruflia, or concerning 
Spain or Italy, in which countries he re- 
fided fo long, he anfwers with a kind of 
complaifant brevity, and immediately turns 
the difcourfe back to Scotland, to which 
his heart feems wonderfully attached. 

Sa h 
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. In the time of dinner, one of his fer-^ 
vants, a (lout highlander, generally enter-^ 
tains the company by playing on tlie bag- 
pipe. I have obferved, that thefe Nortli 
Britons (to abide by Lord Marechat's dif- 
tindion) who are the mod zealous for 
the intereft and honour of their country, 
and who value themfelves on being born 
north of the Tweed, are particularly, if 
not exclufively, fond of this inftrnment. 
You will, at leaft, allow that your gallant 

friend. Lord E n, is no exception to 

this obfervation, and perhaps you will ad- 
mit, that it requires a confiderable degree 
of patriotifm, or amor Caledonia ^ to have 
a great relifli for the melody of a bag- 
pipe. 

I called on Lord Marechal one after- 
noon, juft as the King had left him; for 
the monarch, without any fbrift or pre- 
vious notice, fometimes walfcs ihi^bogh the 
garden, and pays a (hort vifit to his old 
6 friend. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IVf AI^NBRS IN FRANCE, &o. a6i 
friend, >tq whom he haa an iinaltfirable 
attachment, i)oth from perfonal regard, 
and on account of the high eftimation in 
\vhich he holds the memory of his brother 
Marechal Keith* 

Another day I was with the Earl, when 
the Princefles of Pruffia and HeOe, with 
Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, all en* 
tered and demanded coffee, which my 
liOrd immediately ordered, with the ad- 
cJition of a couple of melons ; telling the 
Princjefles, he knew they would not. (lay 
long enough with a man of eighty, to 
give time for preparing a better repaft.— 
Thus favoured by the monarch and the 
Princes, you will not doubt that the old 
Earl's friendfliip is cultivated by the reft of 
the court. 

The Hjefeditary Prince of Pruffia lives 

in a fmall houfe in the town of Potfdam. 

S 3 Hi« 
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His *f)jpoittti»ents do not adtfeit <tf tlilft 
degree ^f toagalficostee, which miglK be 
cxpeStd in the heir of the croWh j-^but 
he difpliys a fpitit <sf hofpifcrffty -fkr 
more obliging than magnificent;* ; and 
doubly meritorious, confidcring the very 
moderate revenue allowed him. We ge- 
nerally fup there two or three times a 
week. 

This Prince is not often of the Kin|;^8 
parties, nor is it imagined that he enjoys 
a great fliare of his uncle's favour. la 
what degree he poffeffes the talents of a 
general is not known, as he was too young 
to have any command during the late 
war. But he certainly has a very juft un- 
derftanding, which has been improved by 
iludy. He has taken fome pains to ac-* 
quire the Englifh language, to which he 
was induced by an admiration of feveral 
Englifh authorsjj whofe works he had read 

in 
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id S'reoch aad Gcrfmin. He is now able 
to reftd EngUfh profe witjbi tolerable faci- 
lity, and has been of late ftudying Qbake- 
fpear, ^ving adually read two or thi:ee of 
kU plays,^ 

I took the liberty to obferve, that as 
Shakefpear's genius had traced every la- 
byrinth, and penetrated into every recefs 
of the human heart, his fen timents could 
not fail tt) pleafe his Royal Highncfs ; but, 
as his language was uncommonly bold and 
figurative^ and full of allufions to national 
cuftoms, and the manners of our ifland 
two centuries ago, the EngUfh themfelves, 
who had not made a particular ftudy of his 
works, did not always comprehend their 
fiill energy. I added, that to transfufe the 
(bul of Shakefpear into a tranflation, was 
impofiible ; and to tafte all his beauties in 
the original, required fuch a knowledge 
of tbe;Eqglifh manners and language as 
S 4 few 
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The grince laid^ he wa^ s^ware.pf %11 
thisj yet he was determined to ftruggle 
hard for fome acquaints^nce with an au- 
thor fo much admired by the Englifh na- 
tion ; that though he fhould never be able 
to tafte all his excellencies, he was con- 
vinced he fhould qnderftand enough to re;- 
coinp^J^ce him for his trouble ; that he had 
already ftudied fome detached parts, which 
he thought fuperior to any thing he had 
ever met with in the works of any other Poet* 
His Royal liighnefs attends to military 
hufinefs with as much afliduity as moft 
qfficer? of the fame rank in the army ; for 
in the Pruflian fervice, no degree of emi- 
nence in the article of birth can excufe a 
remiflion in the duties of that profeflion. 
He is much efteemed by the army, and 
confidered as an exceeding good officer* 

To 
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Ttr ^ frankoeis of a fddier he Joins the 
integrity of a OemiaO) and is bdoved by 
the public in general, on account of his 
good-nature, aflFabllity, ^nd humane turn 
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Poifdaro. 

JAM afraid you will think the anecdotes 
and canverfation which I fometimes 
fend you arc rather tedious. Your curiofity 
about certain chara^ers has led me ipto 
this praftice ; for I choofe to give you op- 
portunities of forming an opinion of your 
own> rather than to trouble yx>Urwith mine. 
My opinion might very probably be erro- 
neous ; the accounts I give of what I have 
feen or heard are always true. And, not- 
withftanding that the anions and conver- 
fations I relate, may be apparently of fmall 
importance^ flill as the perfons in fome 
meafure defer ibe themfelves, an under- 
ftanding like yours will be able, from thence 
to draw jufter ideas of charadler than I 
could have given. 

la 
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la a former letter I mentioned the great 
difficulty of deferting from a Pruffian gar*> 
rifoD, and of what importance it is thought 
to t>rev4nt it> An incidem wfaich happen- 
ed a few days fince, will give youaftronger 
idea of this than any general account. 

Two foldiers of the Prince of Pruffia's 
regitiient got over the walls in the night- 
time, with an intention to defert; but un- 
li^kily for them, this town ftands on a 
peninfula formed by . the river, and the 
neck of land is guarded in fuch a manner 
that it is almoft impoffible to pafs that way 
without permiffion* Thefe men could not 
fwim^ and they durft not prefent, them- 
felves to any of the ferries, becaufe the 
boatmen are forbid, under the fevereft 
J^enalties, to connive at the efcape of any 
deferters, and ftritJily ordered to aflift in 
apprehending them. A reward is alfo of- 
fered as a greater inducement to this piece 
of fervice. 

. All 
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Att thcfedrcumftanceiBi being ktowa m 
the garrifon, it waS; inisglacd that, as oo^e 
of the peafants would in all probability vca^ 
tuM tofeatbouf them, they were ftill &t3flk- 
Jog JJn ' the. fields amcmg the ftroding coiau 
0» tMs fuppofitioQ, parties of mea vrcre 
employ ed for three days fiicceffively in tra- 
verfing the fields, and beating the bufces, 
as if they had been in chace of a hare. Grqat 
numbers oF- the officers of this regioiiht, 
fome oF the higheft rank, rode about for 
three or four hours everyday, all eiftployv 
ea^intlie fame manner. But not finding 
fli'e men, they were at laft convinced thit 
they had by fome means or other got out 
of the jifctiiaftila, and all farther fearch vra§ 
given up as unneceffary. 

pn the piomingof the fourth day^ thefe 
two juqfortunate men came and fucrepder^ 
cd to the guard at one of the gates,. „FipcJ-?, 
ing it impradicable to effed their ^^fcape,^ 
^nd not daring to enter a houfe, they were 

at 
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Jit fength'cbmpdled "byiKunger aiS^^fikltfgue 
toddivef themfelvei u^i >; i»f) 

Before I clofe Uii3 i^er> I wUl:^^ ^poa 
aia:acq[>iuit x^f an ladventore of am affkfOjjpg 
oatisrei f which ha^p&iie4 ob. ther>ji^q|l^ 
family, nat the tiisi^ vv^hen, all theft £«f9a<(|^ 
were, made for the two defertcrs*, : - 
' i - ' ' - *■ • . ' ' .' .'...* .ii . .^ 

Tdie King's principal vakt-de-cfaata^« 
was a man coofiderably refpefied^ Hay^^ 
cofibfhiat opportunities of being about the 
King's 'penfpn, and having enioysedrjbi^jap^ 
pi;obation for feveraV years, people,^- tfes 
ficft rank paid him fbme degree; of .at^^Ohr 
tioQ. ;He was liked by hisiacquaintagccB^ 
as I have been told,^ on account pfJhisjgeir7 
ibnal qualities, and had accumulated a little 
fortune by the perquifites of his office. ' He 
had built a houfe near that of my Lord 
Marethal, atui kept a coach for the uf<J of 
his miftrefs. 
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it «»as thii man's taiisfortdtte taiifohKg<r< 
the King, probaWjr by femfe ntglca: of 
duty; or it might poflibly be fometbing 
wddc :-^I never- <x>uld hear exa<a}y hoir 
tlAb bad happened : — But whHe the Wm^ 
cofles* \vere at the New Palaoe, the King 
bad blamed him in very fharp terms; and 
not being fatisfied with the excufes the 
man made^ he told him, that, as foon as 
the company was gone, he fhould be taken 
oure of. 

When the Princefles went to Berlin, his 
Majefty returned to his old palace at Sans^r 
Sbuci ; and the day after, he fent for an 
officer of his guards, and ordered him to 
condud): this man to Potfdam, and place 
him in the quality of a drummer in the firft 
regiment of foot-guards* 

The poor nun endeavour^ to pacify 

his mafter by prayers and enti^ties, but 

without fuccefs.— He then faid to the of- 

♦ I ficer. 
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Toovkmhu^ ho wiflied Dtf.ffttt^ii ^c4ef b^ 
fore Jie lyeati And ddu0if :l^«-h« mg^ bd , 
allowed a Uttle time fipriliai {nn^pofe. « 1^, 
officer readily stiTented, and as Tootij^ t^ 
defpcfate man had mitercditis owaapaft^. 
meat, he feized % ptftoi, whkh he liii 
prepftfed from the time the King had 
threatened him, and immediately (hot him- 
fdftibroogh the head. The report of the 
ptftol alarmed the King and the officer.— r- 
They both went into the room, and found 
the poor creature expiring. 

Though the King certainly had no Idea 
that his valet would fhoot himfelf ; and 
though, it is moft probable, he would not 
have allowed him to remain long in the 
fituation to which, in a fit of refentment, 
he had condemned him ; — yet there is 
ibmething ecceedingly harfli in dafhidg a 
man at once £rom a fituation of eafe and 
refped, into a fphcre of life fo very diffe- 

J|hr€nt;» 
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ttnt. — Such an order was more becoming 
the fury of an intemperate defpot, than the 
dignity of fo great and fa wife a monarch 
a$ the King of Pruffia. 

,1 converfed with a perfon who had been 
at Sans-Souci immediately after this me- 
lancholy event. — He faid the King feemed 
to be very much aflFeded. — If he felt it as 
he ought, he was an objed of compaffion ; 
if he did not, he was ftill more fo, for no« 
thing can be a greater misfortune to a maa 
than to want humanity. 
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T Bjeliewe I neglenJted to mea^^oa, ip any of 
my Ijstters froqd Jg^rlin^, tl]aL .when i 
vifited the manufadpry: q£ gqrcelain, J was, 
fo mwh ftruck with the beauty xif fbmer 
of it| that I ordered a fmall boit for yoiu 
But as I take it to be a matter of indifFe- 
reape, whether 'ypu6p:55GWjcieavom of the 
china yoju have aketdy, ox thid, you may 
fend it as a prefent to the female you^ lov^ 
and efteen(i-ipW5ft> If by tbis, direftioa it 
fhould not go ftra^ght from you to. Mifa 
■) pray let me know to whom you fend 
it. The fador at Hamburgh will give you 
notice when he flii'ps it off. 

I did not imagine that this manufactory 

had arrived at fuch a degree of perfection 

Vol. it. T ^ as 
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Asithaa in fev^ral places in Gerinaay> 
pttrtictilarlf at Brunfwic and Berlin, thfe 
.pais«M'hJiVC ^Mrdcred for you, is thought 
^ftOA to the fined made at Dreidem 

^ i: The day we left Potfdam we dinad with 
^gabd Lord Marechal, who took leatejof 
the D ' ■ " f with an emotion which at 
once marked his regard for his G — — *i*and 
his fears that he fhould never fee him 
again.' 

i.if I were ftrongly in a humour for de- 

fca:^ion, <mr journey through the riiaft 

beautiful and moft fertile part of Germany, 

would afford mc a fair oj^orttmity. I t»t 

only could ritig over the whole ch&ne* '<^f 

.woods, ^meadows, rivers, ^lui mduataifls, 

^richcrops of grain, flax, td^acco, and hops; 

; I .might animate the landfcapes wkh a 

copious breed of horfes, black cattle, iheep, 

wild boars, and venifon, and vary tfee (Jfe- 

fcripiion with the inarble, precious (tones, 

^ and 
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awliminies of lead, coppefiifoiit^ sytid £i^^h 
wWch Saxony wataiiw withiai|*1»^iv«i?* 
l. wght expatiate oU the fin© <irfaa W4f q, 
and fine women, that abound ic;^ this cpuor 
try, formed of the fineft clay in Germany, 
et tr^s joliment travailles ;-^ut 1 ^am^ long 
iince tired of defcription, andiherefbre Js^ 
leave to convey you at once from-Potfdaln • 
tOiDrefden. 

Having been prefented to the Elefitor 
and Eledrefs by Mr. Ofborn, the Britifti 
Q^iQifter here, we had the honour of dining 
iff^ them the fame day* The EJfi^efa is 
IOJM>g> tall, well-made, and lively.— fWe 
m^rc af(erwarda prefented to the Ele^lrds 
;J)<^ager, and to the Princefe Elizabeth, 
}k^ Ele<Slor'$ aunt, to the Priiicefe, his 
fi^, and to his three brothers, the eldeflf 
of whom has lofl: the ufe of bis legs, and 
is r mpved ^bout the room in ^ chair \yith 

T'a ' ' ''/'""The 
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^ Hie' court was*^ Aimierous and^ iplsti&ds 
Itk the ctfetiing there was^ <^rd-play4ii^ ib* 
about twcroliOTirs. dri»> D— r <^f- i&^ -' ^" >' 
:«Wi*4SftthelkftMfs'e jpfiarty, whUft t]^ayed 
twcr*nfubbe*8 M whift with one' of tJi^ 
Frkkefle^, againrft the Ekdrefe Dowageif 
and the Princefs Elizabeth. — I have licvw 

• feca deep gaming at a^ny. of the Gfernian 
courts. — What approaches neareftto it^ has 

• been at mafquerades, or where the Sove- 
reign was not prefent. 

Drefdcn, though not one of the htgef^ 
is certainly one of the moft agreeable eitie^ 
in Germany, whether we confider its fitur 
ation, the magnificence of^ its palaces, ot 
the beauty and conveniency *oF the houfcs 
and ftreets. Thi« city is biiiltonboth (Wes 
of the -Elbe, which is of a confiderable 
breadth here. The magnificent and com- 
modious manner in whiph the two oppofi[tfe 
parts of the town are joined, adds* greatly 
to its beauty* 

There 
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b^JlwqepL.tfee old city and febe^jiew:. JThe 
wwfcmanflvipis but indifferent j .bofr^sn, 
I Mm defired by our , Ciceroni ntp, admire 
^iK very much, becaufe-^— it w^^swd^ 
by a common fmith. I begged cto be ex-5 
egafipd, telling him that I could pqt admire 
it^ had it -been made by Michael Angelo. ' 

Few Princes in Europe are fo maghi^ 
ficently lodged as the Eledor of Saxony. 
The Palace and Mufeum have been often 
defcribed. — The laft was begun by the 
Eleftor Auguftus, and ftill retains the name 
df the G*een Room, though it now confiftn 
fefTeveral apartments, all painted green, ii> 
Mitiltioti df the fipft. I will not enutiiD- 
.rite the prodigteflsnoumber of cmio^tics, 
naturat^nd artificinU to be feen there. Some 
of*the laft arc curicmsi only becaufe they 
^te invifible rto the human eye* Of th^s 
T 3 number, 
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nirmBer, is a cherry ftone, upon whicli, by 
thie help of a microfcope, above a hundred 
faces may be diftinguiflied. Undoubtedly 
thefe little mechanical whims difplay the^ 
labour^ perfeverancct and minute attention 
of the workman ; but I cannot think they 
ate proofs of the wifdom of tbofe who 
could employ artifts to fo little purpofe. 
Let the aftoni(hing minutiae of nature be 
admired through microfcopes ; but furety 
nothing is a proper work for the hands of 
man, which cannot be feen by the utiaided 
human eye. 

A work of the jeweller Dinglingdr,' 
which reprefents the celebration, of the 
Mogul's birth-day, is much admired. TBe 
Mogul fitting on hi§ throne, his grandee» 
and guards, with a great many elephants, 
are all exhibited upon' a table aboia an^ 
fquarel This work employed Dinglihgler» 
and feme a$Aants> above ten years* 1^ 

not 
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■not ypu think this was leavi^^,fo,jpg^T^ 
ntouf an artift a little too long ijn->the.^q*:i, 
gljltefervice? ,_: , ^ ,,,^-^ 

A fimple lift of jevery thing valuablie\ 
ami curious in this Mufeum^ wojuld exceed 
the bounds of one of my longeft letters; 
I (hall therefore pafs them all over in 
fijqnce, except the ftory of the prophet. 
Jpnah, which it would be impious to omit. 
The fhip, the whale, the prophet, an4 
the fcafhbre, are all reprefcntcd ia pearly 
but the fea and rocks are in a different 
kind of ftone, though, in my opinion, there 
was BO occafion to vary the materials; 

- for farely there is as great a difference be** 
tvfoen a.prophe^ and a whale, asbetweeii 

-a-iyhale and a rock. 8a that if the 6rft 
two could be reprefeuted with the lfi%e 
B^attsHftl^ I 4o> not think it ;^asj worth 

- wl^lje <o chM^ge the cbmpofition fpr t^ 
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llie'^gallery of ^i&ures is bigl^y^efteca^ 
ed. To cbttmerate the :pa«ticularm<Ht8 
of each, would fill many volumes, and re- 
quires a far greater knowledge of painting 
than-1 can pretend to. The mbft valaiable 
ipieccs aretiy Raphael, Corregio, and Rti- 
:bens* Tlwre are only a few by the two 
ibrmer, but a vecy confideraMe. number by 
the laft. The ftrcngth and cxpreffion of 
this great ctirtift^^ pencil, the natural glow 
:of his colouring, and the fertility of his 
rfsincy defdrTBithethighoft encomiums^ Yet 
Ane cannot ihelp regretting, that he Jhaid 
fo violent aopalfiou for £su; women* , ^hat 
; bind of nature which ht had feen ear- 
ly in iife in hi& own country, had kid 
(uch hold of his imagtnatioQ, tl»t it 
could nolt ^h& eradicated by all the /ele- 
gant moddU he ^tefwards tftudied in 
Italy. Some of his female figures in 
this ga^llei^y are ' fo much of the Dutoh 
make I and fo fat, that it is rather op^ 

preflivc 
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weather. 

In the Mufeuip, witbjp t|ie1*alace;i there 
18 a mod complete coUedion of printfly from 
the commencement of the art of engravin|^ 
till the prefeat timet 
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"KJOTHING feems dearer to me, thwa, 
tha,t a fortified town (hould have np, 
palaces within it, and no fuburbs wiihQji.t.f. 
As the city of Drefden has bothi it would , 
hare been good for the inhabitants, during, 
the laft war, that the town had been en- 
tirely without fortifications. In the year 
1 7561 when the King of Pruflia thought" 
it expedient to invade Saxony, he made" 
himfelf matter of this city, and kept 
peaceable poflfeffion of it till 1758, when^ 
Marechal Daiin, after the battle of Hoch- 
kirchen, threatened to befiege it. The 
Pruflian Ceneral Schmettau began his de- 
fence by burning* part of the fuburbs. 
The Saxons 9nd Auftrians exclaimed at 
this 'meafure, and Daun threatened to 

make 
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make the governor anfweril^e, in his qwa 
perfon, for fuch defp^rate proceedings. 
Ctount Schmetuu: was t^UI\y regardlefe of 
their exckipajlion and threats, and feemed 
aittentive only to the orders of the King 
his maften He gave Marflial Daun ta 
underftand, that the remaining fuburl;«^ 
wobld fhare the fate of thofe already dc- 
ftlroyed, if he perfifted iri attacking the; 
town. The King appearing foon after, the 
AnftrJans retreated into Bohemia. 

Tlie inhabitants of Drefden, and all Sax** 
onyi were now in a very difmal fituationi 
and found their hardftiips increafe in pro- 
portion to the fuccefs of their friends 
and allies; for whatever cxaftions were 
raifed ifi the King of Pruffia's dominions 
hy the Auftrians and RuflSan^, the like 
were impofed by way of retaliation on the 
miferable Saxons, A people muft be in 4 
deplorable ftate indeed, when the fuccefs of 
their enemies is the* moft fortunate thing 

which can befal them. 

In 
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'In 175*^, r lifter ><he dreadful bittte^^jf 
0iii€ria6rr, 'niar Rankfor^-bni the Oder,' 
die^Kttog of PH1IB4 b^STng^lloccfli«ated td 
repatlr tlte^flaogfbter of that <3i^ caHcd thfe 
PfuflSan garrifdia IFrcro Drcfderiy which Jhen 
fyil into the handa^of the Unperialifts* Bill 
this calamities of this city did not end 
here; for his Pruffian Majefty havhig 
deceived Marechal Daun by a very mafterly. 
feint^ while he feemed to bend his courfo 
for Silefia, die' wheeled fttddealy ^\ioiiti 
and threatened Drefiien> . whiah . Marechal 
Daun had abandoned,, in the full convict 
tion^ that the King had marched to the 
relief t)f.Schweidnitz. While the Auftri- 
ans hurried on by. forced marches into Si- 
lelia, the King attacked -Drefdent which 
9VE8 refolutely defeijided by General Mac- 
^uire» ' 

Every pofllble effort was made, to reduce 
4his city before Count Daun ihould return 
to its relief ;*-and the wretched citizens 

were 
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were p^^kd} tb « cdmlmt^ ^can^ofi^^i^^iMl 
Boofxliardtafiibi, . Thtie p^iiMijtt w^jwflljh 
1i$b}ebj:t3^ hm^ of war,f a^l0%.i^^€;rx| 
were hopes that the twra .mgghiB.Jl.i^ 
brought to furreoder bjr fuch means*-?*r 
But the ^neggiies oF,his Pruftian Majeftji 
aflfert, that the bombardment was contir' 
nued^ and churches, fine buildings, and 
whole ftreets laid in afhes, even after 
Marcchal Daun's return; and when thefe 
Tindiifiive. proceedings, could only tend to 
the ruin and deff ru<^ion of private peopfef 
vrithdut contributing in the fmalleft de* 
gree to the reducing the town, or being 
of any ufe to the public caufe* 



Many of thrfc houfes. ftiU lie ia r^ 
bifltj but the. khabitaiWS aie grj^dually 
rebuildingj and probably all the mined 
ftreets will be repaired before a new war 
breaks out in Germany. While they rgr 
feqUd the boufeft, I cannot help thinking 

itv wcttild be fcwrCftnatc for the .jHuprietorfc 

5 that 
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Uuft tlMf Wtri^ allowisd to ddArof.theifoi^ 
tJioationtf^ Which perhaps mig«ht be^^kuseii 
1K^ more advctniaige aroutuf icoiae to«i9i^ 
ftti *fte frontiers; - ■ '^ 

The. curious maoufafikory of porcelaia 
fuffered confiderably by the Pruffian bona- 
bardment. T|ie Eledor has a complete 
pplledion of the fineft pieces, from the 
^rft attempts made here in this el^ajit 
wo;-k, to the jateft improvements. Thi^, 
independent of the beauty of many of the 
pieces, is a matter of real curiofity, as 
it iparks the progrefs of ingenuity and in- 
vention. 

Our morning-walk is in the gardens;^ 
the late Count BruhU fituated on theHing^ 
banks of the Elbe* Nothing can be ;ima^ 
gined mote delightful than the view from 
a lofty terrace in thefi^ gardens* The 
Count'is magmficent houfe is now ilrifft 
o£ mmy of its greateft ornaments. .lEhc 
4iie coUefiioa of paiotings has faeczkiftld 

to 
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to the'Empveft of Ruffia 'fd<h i^^ovqcTo i^ 
l3«lkx«. 'The library^, wWclvie ia thfc gftt** 
4€n, is tw> hiindfed aod metfty^feet k)^/ 
I am not certain, whether it- vras ftbfo- 
lately neceflary to have fo' large a robm 
jfor ccMitaitiibg this noblenian*8 book's"; "but^ 
k muft'haverequired one of thit fizfeaV 
leaft for his wardrobe, if thb account that^ 
IS given .of it be juft. They tell us^ tliait 
the 'Count bad at leaft three 'hundred diP- 
iPerefit fuits of clothes > each of theffe' ha4^ 
a duplicate, as he always fhifted his clothes 
after dinner, and did not choofe that hift 
drefs fliould appear different in the after- 
noon from what it had been in the morn- 
ing* A painting of each iuit, with the 
particular cane and fnufF^bdx belonging to 
it^ was very accurately drawn in a large 
hook, which was ptefenied to his Escelf 
lency every morning by his Valet de'<}ham- 
:hre; that he might fix upoci the ^^cfB in 
^Tiich -he wUhed to appear for theday^ 
Jlchia^ixiinifter was acctifed of hav4bg aocu-* 

mulated 
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mi^fited a grett far tuite. Tlw- r^^fcvk o$ 

gudc^ bekwg apiir tothe Eiedon 

The SaxoQT troopft make a ▼ery fine^af^ 

pearancc. Thf^ men io general: aire hand^ 

feme, and ,weU*oiade. Netther they aotf 

their officers ar€) fo very upright,: and fiiff 

iQ idieir ittaonerd^. as the Prafliaae. Hx^ 

tog; tfe^n fo long accufiooxed to thefe laff^ 

this diffaieiice. ftruck me vety ftboogiy at 

firft fight« The ualfoilai of the guards is 

red aod yellow ; that of the marching re« 

giog^uts white; . The fbldicrs, duriag the 

fummer^ wear.oaiy wcuftcoats/ even when 

they tnount guatxir and always /appcac 

extremely neat add: clean* The fei^eantSt 

befides their other ^rma, have a large piftoL 

This is fo commodioufly faftened to the 

left fide, that it giv^s rto troub^l^. Thef 

hand oi muGc belonging to the Sasou 

guards is the mod complete ap4 the ifineft 

I ,^ver iaWi ' 

Ido 
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I do not exped to receive aay accounts 
froim you till we arrive at Vienna; but I 
fhall probably write again from Prague, 
for which place we intend to fet out to- 
morrow^ 



Vol. It. U 
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LETTER LXXXI. 

Prigae* 

"DO HEM I A, though by no means fff 
fertile, or (o fine a country as Saxoaj) 
does not deferve the bad charafter wiujlji 
fomc travellers have given it. I thought 
many places very beautiful, and varied with 
the mod agreeable rural objedls. 

Prague, the captal of Bohemia,t ftjypda 
in a hollow, furrounded on all fides w;^, 
hills. Thofe nearefl the town, and Vfhkjii 
command it, are comprehended within thg( 
fortifications. It is a very large towA, ref., 
taining fome marks of former fplendor, but 
many more evident fymptoms of pr?fent 
decay — Symptoms which naturally attepd 
thofe places which once have been the refi- 
dence of royalty, and are fo no more. 

AB 
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h\\ the houfes, with any appcaracicfe of 
magnificetfcci are old, and it is not pro- 
biabl*, that any new ones will be built in 
fhiW ftyle: fci the Bbhefoian ndbility, who- 
41^ la ctrcamftances to Ix^af fuch ih ^xh 
pence, live at Vienna,* ind the trade and 
manufaaures of this town are not fufp-* 
cient to enable* any of the mercantile peo- 
ple to build fine houfes.' 

' IrfwIiatfeVer degf^d this cit^ iiiky have 
dwindlecf ill wealth and magriificfehce; the 
piety of the irihabitantrddrtainly ffourlfties 
as much as ever. I do not recoiled to 
Kavef l?crt fo'inany ^it\ri^ tasiki b( rfeVb- 
t!bn ifl ahy pMct.-^TKe mrniH at' the' 
l^tefe,' !)¥i<i^e§, and puDliic bufldrngs, afe 
sfl! am^irl^hted ij^th trtfcifbtei, itn^ges of 
tlife VJi^in of ill fii^s andt complexibhs, 
atidftaWe^ of Saints of every country, con-' 
dltioii/ i^e^, and fex.^^Pe6ple arelo^be 
feen on their knees before thefb ftatues in 
every part of this city, but particularly on 
U s the 
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the large bridge over the Moldaw, where 
tl^e^e is the greateft concourfe of padTeo- 
gers. This bridge is fo profufely adornied 
with the ftatues of Saints^ that crc^Dg ovelr 
it) yom have a row of them on each fide^ 
Vke two ranks of muiketeers. 

Travellers, efpecially fuch as arrive^is- 
reftly from Berlin, muft be aftomflied:at 
the people's devotion in this city, in a par^ 
ttcular manner at the vehemence with 
which it is cxprefled by thofe who exhibit 
before the faints upon the bridge. 

Not contented with kneelingi I iawfooue 
proftrate themfelve;^ cm their fkces^ kifing 
tiie earth; and others; who offered tiMif 
petitions to thefe faints with fuch eorocft^ 
nefs aad fervour, that, if their heartt had 
not been of ftone, they muft have paid 
more attention to the petitioners than they 
fcemed to do, 

there' 
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Th^re is one faint who has more votaries 
than all the reft put together — Saint iS^e- 
pomuc, I think they call him :— As my ac- 
quaintance with faints is not extenfiv^, I 
never heard of him till I came hither, 
but his reputation is very great in this 
town« This faint/ it feems, was ordered 
by Ibme cruel tyrant, to be thrown over a 
bridge, aod his neck was broke by the fall, 
jttnd be is fuppofed to retain a particular 
affe^ion for bridges ever fmce ; an efft^k 
fomething different from what w*s to 
have been expeded from the caufe ; how- 
ever, the people here are perfuaded, that 
fo itib^ppened to Saint Nepomuc^ and to 
pu* thf faa beyond controverfy, he is at 
this moment the tutelar faint of bridges j— 
ahnoft all thofe in Bohemia are dedicated to 
him. He has alfo the reputatioijof cxr 
celling every laint in Heaven in ^e cure 
of barrcnnefs in women. — How^ his cliarac- 
ter for this was eftablifhed I did not 

enquiry* 

U 3 It 
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It is a melai^chply reflexion, jtfejttthe 
wealiby are more c^relefe ^boi^t ireligUm* 
duties than the indigent, and thajt ppyerty 
and piety are fo often lipked togetl^pr. J 
often -obferyedi when fc (lopped at any 
iow^ or village, wjiich had fyypptcjpis of 
great poverjty, that the inh^bitan^ f?P^ed 
alfo unufually devout. 

It would appear, that hopp 19 a n^ore 
powerful fentipaent in the human breaft 
thah gratitude, fince thofe who ought to 
feel the greateft thapl^fi^nefs to Heaveo 
difplay the leaft. 

J » 
We found an acquaintance at Prague 

when we lead ei^peded it, for as the D-r^ 

ofH—^r^ and Iftood talking in the (IreetSy 

a prieft, who belongs to a feminary of 

learning in this towii, overheard us; up-- 

on which he flopped, and after looking at 

us very earneftly for fome time, he at 

length can;ie ujp, an^ addr^fle^ us in thefe 
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words ;-~I do a%r.e ypw now^ ;l ^V^ :^n 
Ififlunan top* THiB eafy ki^d of in Wp4 Wr. 
tioa foon produced a degree of iiuiioacy | I, 
aiked how lie knew fo readily tlnjit /©ft 
were Irifh ? Am 1 not after hiearii>g ym. 
%eak Eaglifh, my dear ? replied the hon^ft. 
fpt% for lie really was ja very hQncftpJ>T 
Bging fellow, and the mofl: ufeful a^nd eui* 
tertaining Ciceroni we could have had at 
Prague. * 

After having i^^ifited the roy^J apart- 
ments, they fhewed us the window in the 
fecretary of ftate's office, from whence 
three noblemen were thrown in the year 
i6i8. This was rather a violent mode of 
turning out the people in power ; but it is 
probable the party in oppofilion had tried 
gentler means in vain. 

As one great ufc of hiftory is to furnifli 

kffons and examples, by which pofterity 

m all ages may profit, I do not think it 

U 4 ^ . would 
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i^<>ttld be amiie to remttid your ffie&da ia 
adminiftration of this adventure^ tbat they 
may move oflF quietly before their op- 
pcmeats take defperate meafure$. For it 
has been obferved, that the enemitt of 
tottering ftatefmen are much more afiive 
than their friends, who, when things 
come to the laft pufli^ are apt to jlaQd 
aloof 9 

Like people viewing, at a diilance. 
Three men thrown out of a cafement, 
VPho never ftir to their affiftancc, 
3ut juft afford them their amazement. 

In cafe however a fimilar outrage fhould be 
threatened in England, it is to be hoped 
that Apollo (as he was wont of old 
when any of his friends were in danger) 
will interpofe with a cloud, and fave 
the Minifter ; for, in the prefent fcarcity 
of wit and good-humour, it would be a 
thoufand pities to lofe 9 man fq much 
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^Sftihgnilhdd for both, at one d<^perate 
throw. 

We walked over the hieights from which 
Ae Pruffiaiis attempted to carry the town, 
immediately after the defeat of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine and Count Brown. 
The bombardment of this town was a 
more defenfible meafure than that of Dref- 
den; for while the army within were 
under the dejedion natural after the lofs 
-of a battle, and unprepared for a liege, 
it might be fuppofed, that the confufion 
and terror produced by the bombardment, 
joined to the vaft confumption of pro- 
vifions by fuch a numerous garrifon, would 
induce the befieged to furrender. But al- 
though the Bang's humanity has not been 
called in queftion for his condud here, 
I have heard many military men cenfure 
Wm for want of prudence, particularly 
on account of his defperate attempt at 
'3 Kolin, 
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Kolin, when leaving the h^f of hU army 
to continue the blockade of Prague^ he 
inarched with little more than thirty thou- 
iand nien» and attacked an army of double 
that numljisr, ftron^ly fituated, and popiy 
;mand|ed l?y one of the ahkft ^(^Cf,^]^ of 
the age. 

After alU it i» t^orp than probable, that 
the King had vej^ good reafoqs fox hi§ 
conduit. But as the attempt vy^as ijnfuc- 
cefsfpl, and as the fad rcverfe of the Pri^ffian 
^ffairs n^ay he dated from that epoch, the 
yoice of cenfure has been very loud m 
blaming an ad^ion, which would have be^ 
p^calted to the fkies had it been crowned 
\5rith fuccefs. If Hannibal had by any ac- 
cident been defeated at Gannse, it is ver^r 
poffible, thai hiAorians would have found 
out many reafons why he fliquld not hava 
fought that battle, and wpuld have en- 
deavoured to prove* that bis former vic- 
tories 
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tories had been gained by chance, and 
that he was a mere ignoramus in the art 
of war* 

Adieu, my good friend ; I wi(h you good 
luck in all your undertakings, that you may 
continue tp he reckoned by the worlds a 
fliignof pudeqce. 
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LETTER LXXXIL 

. VlCOIBL 

/^N arriving at Vienna, the poflillkmi 
drive dircGHj to the cu(lom*houjle^ 
where the baggage undergoes a very fevers 
fcrutiny, which neither fair words nor 
money can mitigate. As nothing contr^r* 
band was found among our baggage, it 
was all carried diredly to our lodgings, 
except our books, which were retained to 
be examined at leifure, and were not re- 
ftored to us till fome time after. The £m- 
prefs has given ftri£t orders, that no books 
of impiety, lewdnefs, or immorality, Ihall 
be allowed to enter her dominions, or be 
circulated among her fubjeds; and Maho- 
met bimfelfdaresas foon appear publicly at 
Vienna as any one of them. * • i 

UnfortU'- 
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Unforttuiately for U8| Sir Robert Keitli 
h lately gone to England, and is not cxpe^* 
ed back for federal months. We have rcaioQ 
to regret the abfence of fo agreeabb and 
fo worthy a m»n; but every advantage we 
could have received from hin^ as a mtnifter^ 
has been fupplied by his fecretary, Mr. 
S^lneft, Who has introduced us to the Cauut 
Degefafelt, ambaflador £rom the States^Ge* 
neraL This gentleman furnUhed us 'with 
a lift of the vifits proper to be made, and 
had the politenefs to attend the D of 

H " ' ■ ■ - ■ on this grand tour. 

The firft day we waited on Prince Kau- 
nitz, we were invited to dine, and found a 
very numerous company at his houfe, many 
of whom^ as I afterwards underftood, had 
been prepoffeflfed in our favour, by the po- 
lite and obliging letters which the Baron 
de Swieten had written from Berlin. 

Some of the principal families are sA 
Aeir feats in the country^ which we ffaouM 

have 
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infctfr ittdre Kikfen td r^grety <#ifi« it itot 
^ ^It piMtidiiffi iUd hbt^irnkf of ^ 
Cbtillt Kad G6«nte&Tbu^«^ dt irbdTe'heiVii^ 
or tbiiiof -tbebr fider theG6QiiM& mMtifi^ 

mdoas wbunar ik the Ttfcbafft ^Lavady 
brother to th^ Mai-quU, :wfiom I had Ad 
honour of knoifckig.' at Beriid.< 'Th* VtfJ 
ccMiDt has tssi&.as &r north as P^terfburg^ 
and iatedds ti> m^kethje tonrof Hsfly before 
he return* to- Fiance. ' • !. - 

The city of Vifsnua, properly fo callc^jf 
is not of very gre^^t extent ; nor can it be 
cnlarge^^i being limited by a ftrong fbrtifica- 
tion. T^is tbwii is very populous ': 1^ n 
thougbt to contain above feventy tTioufitiiJ 
Inbabitants. The ftreets iri general are riat^' 
row, and the houfes buiTtliigli. *S6md or 
the pubfic buildings and palaces are Mag- 
nificent; l)uttkey appear exferrially to no 
great advantage, ion^ account of the liiir- 
roWnds of the fbdetar* Th4^ chief a*e^th# 
4 Imperial 
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ktipitii} Pahee,! the Libcafy^and -Nfoiiiiin, 
fife pftloe^* of the ftidcsi i^teaftemi 
Btig^e, aud ibme ot&ei^» .Wluth I knetvri 
^miwiSleeocitie' mefrow eminieffttm|p.iK> 
(r«(brfb4«g.^ •- .■■:■.'. ,j. » 

, There is no great danger that Vienna 
will ever again be fubjeded to the incon- 
veniencies of. a fiege. Yet, in cafe' tfie 
thing (hould happen, a meafure has beeii 
taken, which will prevent tfie neceffity ot 
deftroying the fuhurbs : No.houfes with- 
out the walls are allowed to be bqilt nearei; 
to the glacis than fix, hundred ya,rds i (6 
that there is a circular field of fix hun* 
dred paces broad all around the * town, 
w,hich, excliifive of the advantage above 
mentioned, has a very beautiful and falu- 
tary effed. Beyond the plain, the fuhurbs 
are built. — They form a very extenfive and 
magnificent town of an irregularly circular 
foi^m, containing ,within its bofom a fpa- 
c%(His fields which has for its centre the 

original town of Vienna, 

Thefe 
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Thcfe raagoifioeat fuburbsi and the town 
together, are faid to coataia above three 
hundred thoufand inhabitants; yet the 
former are not near fo populous* in pro^ 
portion to their fize, as the town; be- 
caufe many houfes of the fuburbs have ol- 
tenfive gardens belonging to them, and 
many families, who live during the winter 
witl^n the fortifications, pafs the fummer 
months in the fuburbs. 

Monfieur de Breteuil, the French am- 
baflador, lives there at prefent* The Duke 
^ and I dined at his houfe a few days ago. 
This gentleman was attached to the Due 
de Qhoifeul, and had been appointed am- 
baflfador to this court, in which chara<3:er he 
was about to fet out from Paris, when that 
minifter was difmiffed by the late King of 
iFrance; upon which M. de Breteuil, 
inftead of Vienna, was fent to Naples. 
But fince the new King*s acceffion, he has 
been eftablifhed at the court for which he 

was 
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Vas oxig^xt^Xly ^ateiaded* He is a man of 
talents^ and npt calculated for a fituatlon 
in which talents have little or no room for 
exertioo. 

About a week after our arrival at Vienna, 
we, had the honour of being prefented to 
the Emperor. The Count Degenfeldt ac- 
companied us to the palace between nine 
and tea in the morning. After walking a 
few minutesr in an adjoining room, we were 
condudted into that where the Emperor was 
abne. His panner is affable, eafy, and 
gracefully plain. 

Tlie fame forenoon we drove to Schon- 
*^r^»»..a galace about a league from Vienna, 
where the En^prefs refides at prefent, I had. 
no fmall cnriofity to fee the celebrated Maria 
Therefa, whofe fortunes hav^ interefted Eu- 
rope for fo many years. Her magnammity 
in fupporting the calamities to which the 
earlypart of her life was expofed; jand the 

^^^' If- X moderation 
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inbdferation with which fhe has borne prdr-< 
fperity, have fecured to her umverfal apprd- 
bation. She alfo was alone when we were 
prefented. She converfed for fome time 

with the D — of j H , in an eafy and 

cheerful manner, and behaved to all with 
an affable dignity. She now pofleffeS but 
fmall remains of that beauty for whicH /fie 
was diftinguilhed in her youth; but iSer 
countenance indicates benevolence and goo4- 
humour. I had often heard of the fcrupli- 
lous- etiquette of the Imperial court, but 
, have found every thing diredly oppofite to 
that account. >' * 

Prince Kaunitz having feen a young Eng- 
lifh gentleman fcarcely fourteen years of ige, 

whorti the D — of H patronizes^, land 

w^ho has accompanied us ort this tour, 'the 
Prince defired 'that he alfo might be 'pre- 
fented to the Emperor and Emprefs, which 
was accordingly done, and they bbtb xe- 
ceived him in the mbft gracious mantier. 

I mea- 
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t meation this cireumftaticc a^ ^a ^ong 
pxQo£ bow far they are fupericM: at this 
court to trifling pundiliosj and how greatly 
they have relaxed in ceremony fince the ac-* 
cefllpn of the Loirrain family. 

Twb or three days after this, we were 
prefented, at a full court, to the two un- 
married Arch-dutchefles, their filter the 
iPrincefS/ Albert of Saxony, and the Prin-* 
cefs of Modena, who is married to the £m- 
jpcror's brother. The laft couple are lately 
arrived from Milan on a vifil to the £nt* 
prels* 

The tmpcirial family afe lincdnimonly 
Well-looking, ahd have a very ftrodg refem- 
bladce to each otheif. They are all of a fair 
fcompleixion, \^lth large blue eyds, and fonie 
of them, particularly the Arch-dttke, are dif- 
trnguilhed by the thick lip fo long remarked 
. In the Auftfian family* The beautiful 
Qgeen of France is the handfomeft of this 
X sj family, 
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ly becaufe Ihe is the youngeft ; 
e think thait her fifter the Prin- 
has ttill the advantage. 

One of the unmarried Arch-dutchefFes', 
who formerly was thought the moft beau- 
tiful, has fuflPered confiderably by the fmall- 
pox.— A lady of the court told me, that as 
foon as this princefs underftood what her 
difeafe was, £he called for a looking-glafs, 
and with unafFeded pleafantry took leave of 
thofe features (he had often heard praifed, 
and which (he believed would be greatly 
changed before fhe fhould fee them agaift. 
The diminution which the fmall-pox has 
made in the beauty of this Princefs, has not 
in the fmalleft degree impaired her good- 
humour, or the effential part of her chaP- 
radcr, which by every account is pprfedly 
amiable. 

When the King of Pruffia faw his army 
defeated at Cunerfdorf, after he had written 

to 
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to the Queea that he was fure of vi£tory ; 
or when any of thofe monarchs, of whom 
hiftory gives examples, were daflied from 
their thrones to a ftat0 of jdepetylenrce Qr cap- 
tivity, unqueftionably it required great 
ftrength of mind to bear fuch cruel reverfes 
of fortune; but perhaps it requires more in 
a^vromah, whofe beailty isfidmired by one 
haJf of the human racc^ and envied by the 
other, to fupport its lofs with equanimity 
in all 4hc pride of youth.-^If thofe veteran 
beauties, who never h^any thing but their, 
faces to give them importance, whom we 
lee ftill withering on the ftalk,and repining 
that they cannot retain the blooci c£ May 
in the froft of December, ha4 met with 
fuch an accident, it would probably hive 
Wled them at once, and hx.ed them many 
.years of defpifed exiftence. 



X 3 
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)i-i* 



^ t £ TT ER LXXXIIf. -^ 

T Never paflfed my time more -dcgrttsktf • 
than fiiKe I came to Vienna. TbwMi* 
not fuch a confttnt round of amufemeatftdt' 
t0 fiUup a man V time without any pl^ ^ 
occupation of his own; and yef thetfe «- 
enough to (atisfy any mind not perfeftly' 
ifacant, and dependent on external objeas;^ 
^^e-dine ahroad tWo or three timeaa wfcelfe* 
We fometimes fee a little pl^y, bqt no^ 
any deep gaming. — — A^ the Coonfefet 
Thune's, where J generally pafs the evening, 
there i? no play of any kind. — ^The focietj 
there literally form a converfazioni. 

I dare f2ty» you will be at a lois to tmagiM 
how a mixed company, fometin](es.. pntty 
^umeroits, can I^fs feveral hou» jch^ 
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f^veptng, merely ia converfing, efpecklly 
wbQQ you are told that the converiation is 
not always fplit into parties and t8te-a-tetes ; 
but is very often general. You will fiifped 
there muft be many melancholy paufes, 
vhicb, after a certain length, are prolonged, 
fi^HAi )tb«rrek^^<;e of people to ^e t)]t^^r% 
^jwafcers of a very folemq filencej pr yoij 
IB^ ^bink; that Sometimes there will be ^ 
mac^y ^©ngues moving at once, that nothing 
can be heard diftindly ; and you may ppt- 
fibly figure to yourfclf the lady of the haui^ 
at other times endeavouring, by formal ob- 
fatvations- oa the weather, or politick, to 
l^eep alive a converfation which is juft e2c- 
piutdg in all the yawnings of death. 

Nothing of this kind, however, happens. 
Ifhe Countefs has the art of entertaining a 
, compapy, and of qiaking them entertain one 
aw>;ba, more than ^y perfon I ever knew. 
Vfiih a. great deal of wit, anc^ a pei:fe^ 
^Qwl^c »of the world, (he poffeffes the 
3C 4 rooft 
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moflf difittttrcfled licaf t. She W fh© flfft'ttf 
dHc6v*f the *^od qiialtttes of licff ^Irklttdl^' 
intthats^^ho lees thdr fdilil^v .Obefdf 

from amongft her acquaiiifeiriees, 4S^tcf^*b- 
inote friendfliips. She has an ^sv^rtiiliib)^ 
-flowof fpiriti, which Aid m*ii^^wllii4bck 
Uddrdfs tS to delifght the ga^r withoiibdi& 
pleafing the' dqeaed* ' Jmever :^*€{ir:?»qr 
body have fuch a nSoiber tff fiie%A9( ttltlffo 
much gefaerous friettdlHf^ tii beftow imikcli: 
She is daily making new of^ce, 9tit|u>t]t'|i- 
lowing her regard- for. theoWtb dimjoifli. 
She hiis* fortned a little fyflein<Df btf>pifief8 
at her own hoi»fc, th«&lf fectPg-iEfet.^tfintoe 
of attfa^tioii and unioxi^--*-N.obi3dy is utkiict 
the leaft neceffity of remaining a roomfcnt/in 
this fociety after being tired.— ^They^ may i 
retire when 'they pleafe.-^No moi^ notice 
is taken of the entries bi^xits ^ arif perfon 
' who has been once deceived/ thSi ctf-i-fly's 
cbming in or going out 6f fcheidbmi^-^iPhcre 
is not thefliadow of reftrarnt.—lf you go 



I 
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svoty night, yep are ahfay» treated m^ 
eqaaMEtodtiefs ; and if'ym. ^tay away for a 
inoai^ ycm ase xeceivedkuLKoUrcffurKH^h 
ibeieiBiid .Moheafulofiis:a&-i£. yoftliiiid-beeii 
^sq^iaKcyeveoing. . u^; i . • 






The Engliih wha4?c*i€|p tbb ffect; Me 
iaa particular manner obliged to this familyt 
'iiot#nly for the polite reception tkey ge- 
iliecnily laeet with, tbiit ^o : for that oppcar- 

/tjMiQtaaoe ^ith the. |macipal pegple ^^ 
yiqfiWEia. r. A.od 1 inw^nc^hcre is^ nqriigr io 
, Siif»)|ie where a ydung gentleoiaii, aftei! ihis 
umverfityfedttcatiba 18 fintflied^ caapafa.u 
i^arcmth £o great :^rantage ; becaofe» if 
properly recommended, he may mix^ ion an 
eafy. footing, with people of rank, and have 
bpporluiikies of impfoorii^ bythe converfa*- 
idm pi ifenfible q^e^x affidiaccomplifli^ wo- 
megac^t^in no capital could he fee fewer e^t* 
ampksi or have fewer'opportunitiea of deep 

gaming, 
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gaoiiof^o¥>CA proaigtcy, or grofe ^y, 
hmchtry* He may lekm to pals his tii^ 
agivesilily, io^ofteadeotof acontiaiied i^iii^l 
o£ aiiHi&tiieii$8^*trHe-may be graduall)r,k4 
torcnjoy ratiooal converfationi andiatleogtk 
acquire the blefled faculty of bein^ fatUfied 
VBithnwderafepleafwf-e*, w 

. To $be politcnefeof the Countefs Tfeune^^ 
and the recommeodatiooi of the B&rim 
nSwietept I am. indebted for the agreeaWe 
iocxting I am 6a. wish Prince KavnitZ) wl)o^ 
at prefent lives at I^)tenberg,> a pleafant 
village about ton mile^ from Via»na9 
M?here there is a fmall palace and yei^^ 
.ex;tenfive parif, belonging fa the^Impcfi^ 
familjr, 

. Prince Kaunitz has lately built a hpufe 

• tfaere^ and lives in ailyl^qually ho%)itable 

and magnificentt^ He is not to be -feen b^ 

fore dinner by any but people on bufinefs ; 

but 
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tilt: Je always lias a £4?ctty krgfe^ comfaoy^ 
atffitlhcr, and*flill greater numberiaT^ftcH* 
Vienna paifs their evenings atLakeobepgJ 
jK3*4infr«qi|edfly the Emperor himfelfaiaftfit 
one af the company. This miniftfir ^^ 
enjoyed the favour of the Emprefs for ntany 
years. He was her envoy at the trebly df 
Aix la Chapelle in 1748, and has been of 
Jier cabinet council ever fince. At prefent 
his is minifter for all foreign affairs, and i$ 
fu'ppofed to have greater influence with her 
than any other perfon. 

'He is certainly a man of knowledge, 
gehiOs, and fidelity, and the affairs of this 
cbort* have profpered greatly under his ma- 
nagement. His friends are very much at- 
tached to him, and he (hows great difcern-^ 
ment in difcovering, and employing men of 
talents. He is tHe ffiend and patron of 
Monf. de Swieten. It is fuppofed that he 
gdvifed and negociated the Ffeqclj alliance, 
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y^ he hu always had a ftroog paxuality ia 
ftvour of the Britiih natiosu— -He ^ ipme 
fii^uJariticd ; but as they do oot afFed any 
efleatkd part of faia charader^they. need not 
^meationod* ^ 
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LETTER LXXXIV. . 

Vienaa« 

T Had the pleafure of yours by'thc laft poll, 
wherein you inform me that our ac- 
quaintance C — talks of fetting out for 
Vienna very foon. As nothing is fo tirefome 
as the company of on^ who is continually 
tired of himfelf^ I fliould i^^alfk'med at youc 
informationi were I not abfqlutelv certain 
that his ftay liere will be very (hort, coaic 
whe6 he wiM. 

C — called at my lodgings one-morning 
the fummer before I had left ^-©^[nJon.— I 
had remained in town merely becaufe I had 
no particular Inifmefs elfewhere ;-^but he 
aflfurcd me, that the tot^n was a deleft ;-*-< 
that it was ihameful to be feen in the 
ftreets ^— that *U the world wa3 at Bright^ 

hclmftoner— i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



.§«« VIEW OK:aDCIETY:KND 

. helmftone^— So I allowed him to condu^ 

me to that place, where We had temalo^ 

only a few days, when he told me, that nope 

of the people he calred for were tbdrcia^d 

05 1 had nothing particular to detain m£r%e 

begged as a favour that I would accompaay 

him to Tunbridg^.-^-We went accordingly, 

and to lAy great fatisfadion I there fbutd 

Mr. N 'b family. O— remained pre^ 

quiet for about four days j— he yawn^ -a 

good deal on the fifth ; — ^and on the fixcfa, 

I thought he would have diflocated his jawi* 

As he perceived I was pleafirf with the 

place, and would take none of hU hints 

about leaving it, he at lafi pretended ^ar^he 

had received a letter which made itablblute- 

*Iy neceflary for him to fet out for Londoat 

and away he went. 

I ftaid three weeka at Tunbiidgc.-M>a my 

return to town, I underflood that O^ had 

fallen a genteel furni&ed houfe for the ium« 

mcr, in Yorkfhire, where^he'had already 

3 paffcd 
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jpafled a week, having previoufly engaged a 
fimale friend to go along with him.— He 
kft word in town, that he was not to be cx- 
■peded till the meeting of pariiamettt* 
Though I never imagined that he wonld re- 
main quite fo long, yet I was a litdc fw- 
rprifed to fee him enter my room two da3rs 
after I had received this account*— He told 
ine, he was quite difgufted with his houfe, 
and more fo with his companion : — and be- 
ildes, he had taken a violent fancy to go to 
Paris, which you know, added he, is the 
moft delightful place in the world, cfpecially 
in fummer; for the company never, think 
of rambling about the country like our 
giddy fools in England, but remain to* 
gether in the capital as fenfible people ought 

to do. 

f 

He then propofed that we fhould pack 
tip a few things, — take pod, palsover,— ^ 
and fpend a couple of months at Pari$« 
Finding I did not reli(h the propofal, he 

wrote 
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wrote an apology to the lady in Yorlcfliirey 
with an inclofed bank bill, and fet out next 
day by himfelfi* I heard no more of liixn 
for fix weeks, but at the end of that time 
happening to be at Bath, I faw my friend 
C—^ enter the pump-room.— 'Egad, faid he, 
you were wife to ftay at home : Paris is be* 
come the moft infipid place on earth : I 
could not fupport it above ten days* Btrt 
having heard a good deal of Holland, I even 
took a jaunt to Amfterdam, which> between 
friends, I found very little more amufing 
than Paris; two days after my arrival, 
findii^ aivEnglifli ihip juft ready to fail > I 
draught /it would l)e a pity to let the 4)ppQ^* 
toiiity flip. — So I ordered my truoJc ab^{^, 
r~We hi^ a difagreeable pafTage : ' Hp^* 
ever^ I arrived fafe a few days ago at Hapt • 
wich. After this fketch of poor C-^/s turn 
i>f.niiiid» you iee, I have oo reafc^A* to fpar 
his remaining long^with usy if hq Ihpuld 
come. . ,r 

• • t For^gners 
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' ficnetgQer& afi^rt that tl^ EogUijIx J^ai^r 
SBOir:cf ibii-XjeftldB ctiipofitiOit than Wfj, 
fritktt people ill' Europe* » 

II faut.que ^<i^^ viUe de Londres foit ui> 
trijftc feJQ.ur.-7-I alked the perfoa who made 
thiajremark to me, wherefore he thought fo ? 
-T'Parcequej anfwered.he, 
gens que je vois en Franc 
mort. — But, faid I, there 
of your countrymen in t 
ment, anfwered he, with 
cela fait ime difference. 

- . Our climate is accufed of producing this 

cnnuy. If I rightly remember, I formerly 

^'Ijitnted'fbme reafons againfl this opinion, 

*afndof late I begin to fufped that the cxcef- 

Ate-weahlvpf certain individuals, and the 

;il^f^9f^%:icty in-pur capital, are the fole 

.Cauffs of our haying a greater fhare of that 

:3nala47 apiong us than our neighbours. 

JThn. common people of England know 

Vql. II. Y nothing 
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iHTthkig' ofat >^n^itlier do the induftrkmto£ 
aoy rank, whether their objed be wealthy 
knawledge, or fame. But in Eogi»id thd-e 
is^ a greater number than In any other coun-* 
try, of young men, who come to the pof- 
feffion of great fortunes before they have 
acquired any fixed and determined tafte^ 
which may ferve as a refource and occupa- 
tion through life* 

When i youth has acquired a habit of ap^ 
plication, a thirjA: of knowledge, or of fame^ 
the mod ample fortune which can fall to 
him afterwards, cannot always deftroy dif* 
pofitions and palllons already formed—^Par«( 
ticularly if the paffion be ambition, whklvr 
generally gives fuch energy to the mind, ai^ 
occafions fuch continued exertions as fuffi« 
ciently ward dff laifitude and tedium ; fen: 
wealth cannot lull, or plcafure enervate, a 
inind ftrongly infpired by that aSive princi- 
ple. Such therefore are Out of the prefent 
queltion* But when a full and uncontrolled 

-command 
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command of money comes fii^ alid every 
objedt of pleafure is placed within the reach 
of the unambitious, all other purfuits are 
too freqtiently defpifed ; aftd, every taftc or 
accomplifliment which could inform or 
ilrengthen the mind^ and fill up the tediQU^ 
intervals of life, is begleded. 

A youn^ man in this fituatioh is pfodeto 
excefs, he feldom waits the natural returns 
of appetite of any kind ; — *his fenfibility ia 
Munted by too frequent enjoyment ;— vrfiat 
is defired to-day, is lothed to*morrow ?•*-* 
every thing at a diftancci which bear^. the 
name of pleafure, is an objefl; of defire j^--* 
when prefent, it becomes an object of 1%* 
difference, if not of difguft.— The agitatjpns 
of gaming are tried to prevent the horrid 
ftagnation of indolence : — ^AU amufements 
lofe. their relifh, and ferveto increafe the 
languor they Were meant to expel. 

y a Aa 
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' As age advtaiccs, caprici, peeviflineflj; 
dftdtedhmi augment :-*--ThefceQe ieoftcct 
changed I bat the fame fretful piete is 0q«^ 
^i^tTy aifled till the curtain isr dropti or 
W^pCAled'dbwn by the in-patient ador himr 
(elf before the natural end of the driOBa^ 

^ Does not all this happen in France iand 

:Gcrmany ?i— Doubtlefs ; but notfoofteufts 

'^frffingland, for the reafons already men- 

Honied. ' In France, a very (mail propdrtfcn' 

6f^young men have thc>nncotftroJled pof- 

•i8S3btl'of great fortunes. They have not 

tile'mekriisof gratifying every defiteiai^^^re 
dulging every caprice. Infteatf of fy^^v^g 

their time in clubs or taverns, with peopfe 
of their own age, the greater |>artBf ther 
youngf nobility p^'4Heirevehing8wlij|f(<OT 
private f^iiiily, br in thcrfeTocietiwbftwrh 
lexU to Which they have the tntf ee;^ IHieref 
the decorum ffue-tofefeB fempatiy «iftWin*^ 
of courfc the vivacity and wantoflirtfS<of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IN FR-AH&l^'Sc. g^ 

their behaviour and convedktion^j^jiirff^id- 
Tentures occur which iot^reft djsi^wiak^ 
ivithout being followed by the ti^ufcf^ laftr 
guor,! and remorfei which often fitaonf)! 
nights fpent at the gaming-table^ c«,^t|^ 
licentioiifnefs of tavern fuppers. , /.ri^i 

r • iNothing hasa better influence Qnt^tem- 
^er, difpofuionss and manners of a youj^ 
perfon, than living much in thecpqapsmy 
of th<?fe whom he refpeds. ]Kxclu%|e 9f 
th« ioEiprovcment he may receive frof^ll^^fr 
convierfation, he is habi^uatedjof^lf-jii^nial^ 
and muft relinqujfh many indulgeo^a 
i^vhich leiad to indolence and languor^ 

^ The young French nobility, eveq al- 
^ tliOugh they,fl 

ambitioQi no 1 

turn for any c 
t tHEeiite. wh'^ch e 

\ of Ufeiddepeudeut of other ampfements ; 
' tjffit they contrive to keep tediuai.at a difr 

Y 3 tance 
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tPCQcehf eflFbrts of z diflFerent kind, by « 
Ipecifer df^adtivity peculiar to themfelvcB ; 
they |)ertei^e very early in life, the abfolute 
nieceffity of pleafing. This fentiment per* 
va'des their general condud, and goes a great 
way in the fbrmationf of their real charaGer, 
They are attentive and obliging to all, and 
particularly endeavour to acquire and retain 
tVe frlendfhip of thofe who can affift their 
fortunes ;'and they have a relifli for life, 
becaiife it is not always in their power to 
anticipate enjoyment, qor can they cloy 
their appetites by fatiety. Even the mod 
diffipated among them are unacquainted 
with the unbounded freedom of a tavern 
life, where all the freaks of a whimfical 
mind, ahcT a capricious tafte, may be in^- 
dulged without hefitation, and which, after 
long Inddlgence, renders every oth^r kind 
pf foQiety infupportable, 

With regard to the Germans, there are 
yery ifi?W men of great id^ependent fortunet 

»moog 
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among them. The little princes, by whcoa 
the riches of the country are engroffedt 
have, I fufpefl:, their own difficulties to get- 
through life with any tolerable degree o£^ 
fatisfadion. As for their younger brothecs 
and, the middling gentry, they go i^to the 
aroxyi and arefubjefted to the rigorous and 
UOremitting attentions of military difcipline. 
This, of confequence, forms a charader, 
in many refpeds different from that of the 
Englifh or French gentleman. 

But I have not yet mentioned the cir- 
cumftance, which, of all others, perhaps 
contributes the moft to render London the 
trifle fejour which foreigners often find it ; 
I mean the eftablifhment of affemblies, 
from which that part of the community 
are excluded who have the greateft power 
to ibothe the cares, and enliven the plea- 
fures of life. 

Y4 
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LETTER LXXXW ' 



.,..1. 



Vienna. * 

WE had an invhation lately from MonC 
de Bretcuil to dine on the top of 
Mount Calenberg, a very high mountain ;iq 
the neighbourhood of this city. Common 
coaches or chariots cannot be dragged up ; 
but having drove to the bottom, we found 
chaifes of a particular conftrudion, calcu* 
lated for fuch expeditions. T^iefi; bs^been 
ordered by the Ambafiador fpT the 99flQ9i-' 
modationof Chi comp^inyj^and la th^^c 
were carriedto the fimimit,, wbert thi^f^is 
a CDmpntTsof Monks,^ from; v»hich fJt?vo 
landfcafes^of Ycry^oppofite natures ftp^r. 

/The ttrtjxonfifts of a feries of wildmoqn- 
tau»; the otber3 of the t<m% fql^f^s, 

xMd environs of Vienna, with the various 

branches 
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Thejable far dinner was covered in a 
field near the convent^ under the fhade of 
ibme trees. — ^Every delicacy of the feafba 
wasierved up. Madame de Matignon, 

, a very beautiful and fprightly lady^ davgh-^ 
ter of M. de Breteuil, did the honours.r^ 
Some of the fineft women of Vienna, her 
companions, were of the company j afld 
tlie whole entertainment was coqduGfed 

"wi^h equal taft^ and gaiety* '^ 

mtf^o^riftg the deflert, fome of the Fathers 

^€lrtti6 a&d prefented the company trkh 

^^tiiJtesti of fruit and ^alad frbm their gar- 

--d«&/^The Atnbaffador ii^vitid them to fit, 

-^4bd^ the ladies pledged them |n tokay, 

Monf. de Bf^teuil had prevloufljr obtained 

permiffion &r the ladies 10 enter the tm- 

Vttit }— -^which:they accordingly didl# ai 
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foon as th^y rofe from tables attended by 
all the company. 

You will readily believe, that the ap«» 
pearance of fo many handfome women 
wx)uld be particularly interefting to a com«- 
munity which had never before beheld a 
ftmale within their walls.~Thi8 indeed 
was fufficiently evident, in Ijpite of the 
gravity and mortified looks pf the Fa- 
thers. 

One lady of a gay difpofition laid hold 
of a little fcourge which hung at one of 
the Father's belts, and defired he ^ould 
make her a prefent of it, for fhe wifh^ed tf^ 
ufe it when (h^ r^eturned home, haviq^^ ^ 
flie faid, been a great finner^— ^The;F«^ 
ther, with great gallantry, begged flie 
would fpare her own fair fkin, aflfuriog her 
that he wpuld give himfelf a hearty flqg-r 
ging on her account that very evening i4» 
and to prove how much hfi w^ in earoeft, 
4 fell 
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fell dire£lly on his knees before a little 
altar, and began to whip his own (houlderi 
with great earneftnefs, declaring, that when 
the ladies Ihould retire, he would lay it 
with the fame violence on his naked bodyj 
for he was determined fhe fhould be at 
free from' fin as (be was on the day of hcP 
birth. 

This melted the heart of the lady.-»-She 
begged the Father might take no more of 
her faults upon his fhoulders,— -»She now 
afTured him that her flips had been Very 
venial^ and that Ihe was convinced what 
he had already done would clear her as 
completely as if he fliould whip himfelf 
to the bone, 

There is fomething fo ludicrous in all 
this, that you may naturally fufpefl: the 
rcprcfentation I have given, proceeds from 
ihvemian rather than memory. I aflure 

you. 
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ia dowaright carneft, that 
ed nearly as. defcribed ; and 
rthei mifchief, I put th^ 
h; the zealous Father \x^ 
Q my pocket. .^ , ^ 

i On my return to yienoa, I qdled the 

fame evening at the Countefs Walfieih^s, 

and foon after the Emperor came there, 

y had already mentioned to ^iih 

gfillantry, of the Father at th6i3p 

: Calenber^.— He aik?4 f^^ ^ ^g^ 

hip, which he under|ipo4J had 

brought away : — ^J had it dill iamy pocket, 

and immediately fliowed it him**-^^^*^He 

laughed yery heartily at the warmtVo^tfie 

Father's zeal, which he fuppofedhad^becu 

augmented by the Ambaflador's tokay, 

^ You have often heard of ,^he unceremd- 
iiious and eafy manner in which this great 
.Prifjtce lives with Jiis.fuly efts; ^.R^ 

not 
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not exaggerate on' this head.* 1 
Walftein had nd ' expe^ations o 
her ;tiiit ^ evening.-^- — ^When 
named the Emperor" befdre h( 
ftarted up, and was going to retire. — iThe 
Countefs defired me to remain, for nothing 
w^s more difagreeable to him than that any 
corDpany fliould be difturbed on his enter- 
ing. — The ladies kept their feats, fomje of 
4}iem knotting all the time he remained- 
The men continued (landing while he ftoo^, 
and when he was feated^ moft part of t^^pi 
:fet dowp alfo»— The Emperor put Coupt 
Mahoni, the Spanifh ambafTadar, in mind 
^of his gout, and made him fit, while him- 
ielf remained landing. 

This monarch converfes with all the eafe 
and aflPability of a private gentleman, and 
gjjadually feduces others to talk with the 
, fame eafe to him. He is furely much hap- 
pier in this noble condefcenfion, s^nd miift 

acquire 
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acquire a more perfed knowledge of man- 
kind, than if he kept himfelf aloof from 
his fubjeAs, continually wrapt up in his 
own importance and the Imperial fun 
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Vienna. 

np H E manners of this court are confider- 
ably altered fince Lady Mary Wortley 
Montague was here, particularly fince the 
acceffion of the prefent Emprefs, whofe un- 
derflanding and affability have abridged 
many of the irkfome ceremonials formerly 
in ufe. Her fon's philofophical turn of 
mindy and the amiable and conciliating 
charaders of her whole family, have no 
doubt tended to put fbciety in general upon 
a more eafy and agreeable footing. 

People of diflPerent ranks now do bufinefs 
together with cafe, and meet at public 
places without anyof thofe ridiculous dif- 
pixtes about precedency, of which the in- 
genious EngUfh lady has given fuch lively 

defcriptiDns. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3^ v^Etr OF fiociETy Ann 

dofeiiflMMt'^Yct trifliag pundilios arenoC 
io complettly hanifhedy as, I imagiQe, the- 
Eiapcror 9Qu14 friQx^ he Jbimieli being the* 
leail pondiUouB perfon in his dQmkiioQ^:~* 
for there is certainly Ilill a greater ieparatton 
than good fenfe would dired» between the 
▼arioiis clafles of the fubje£ts.-~The fent|« 
ments of a, people change very gradually, 
and it takes acourfe of years before reafoa^ 
or even the example of the Sovereign, can 
overcome old cuftoms and prjqjudioes. 

The higher, or ancient families; ketfp 

themfelves as diftindl from the inferior, or 

newly- created nobilityt as thefe do frond the 

citizens : So that it is very difficult for the 

inferior claflTes to be in fbciety, or to hHv^ 

their families much conned;ed with thoi^ of 

the fuperior ranks. And what is of more 

importance in a political fcnf?, there are cqpr 

tain places of high truft in the government, 

wluch cannot be occupied by any but the 

lighft order of nobility. 

Would 
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^ Would yoil nan thi'nk it SSsdtatitti^goai^ 
fot-a. government to keep a law ift fftrce 
i^htck enafks, that the ofHcei in the fin^' 
whkA require the greateft abilities, flSbuld 
be filled' from that dafa of the comlaafiity'' 
itt which there is the leaft chance of fihding 
tfe«m ? — Perhaps theufage above mentioned 
is 'nearly equivalent to facha law. ' M fot 
the peaiants, who are entirely out of the 
queftlon, theyare, in many parts of the Em- 
peror's doininionsi in a ftate of perfeA 
flavery, and almoft totally dependent on the 
proprietors of the land* 

' 'The ideas relative to drefs leem to have 
entirely changed fince Lady Mary*s time, 
arid if the drefs of the ladtes be ftill as ab- 
fiird, it is at leaft ilbt fo fmgalar; ' for they, 
Tike the reft of Europe, have now adopted 
the Parifian modes. 

- Th^. ptefent race of Auftriart kdics caa 

differ in ntfthiftg more" than tSiey^ocin iipfcs 

Vol. II. Z from 
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.fi^)^]: their grandmothers^ who, if any of 
iheva itre fUU alivei may be as beautiful at 
thi$. ^y ^« they were wten fhe wrote j for 
Itimc itfelf could hardly imJ)rove that uglt* 
f)e^» which) according to her, waii iafoU 
bloofn fixty ye^ars ago. I have not as y«t 
enquired what method >tbe parents hayede*^ 
vifed to remedy this inconveniency ; but 
nothing is more certain than that it is reme- 
died very e&6tuaUy, for at ppefen^tliei^fi* 
BO fcarcity of female beauty At tbp cjonjut of 
Vienna. • • : , 

This being the cafe, it is natural to imar- 
^ine Vhaj: gallantry p^uft;now be moseTpre- 
yalent Aan when thcr kdjjrihip waf hf/^ 
Bpt exclu^five of any real differenoe^ ^b^ 
may ha:^e happen^i^n tt)eientimentf;o^4^ 
Jadiei^ thcmfelvesjlhey arec)Wi§9d,to/)|^ 
an uncommon degree of circqn>,foe^^r\^ta 
that particular, as nothing is more heinous 
ji^^thexjies of h^']^peritljAf©ftpliciMa- 

MXi r ^ %W^ ^f^^ <W»lf rtbhb Ae! ladiea 

: .:: . a of 
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of ber court, like the wife ©f Casfef, fliot»14 
no^oply fee free frpm guilt, but, wfeat U 
ftifl mqfre difficuljt, free from fufpicioq, ^u4 
m£irk& by her Tnaniiier, that ihe i^ 
'well infonift;e4 vb^ ^lay pi^ce of 
circulates to the prejudice of apy o^ 

• 
ih regard to what Lady Mary calls fub- 
i^es* and of whigh flie has given fuch 
ac|K)us account, I do pot imagine they are 
coiWrt|on at prefect, in all tbe latitude of her 
defcribfion. Byt it i^ not uncommon for 
majrried ladies here to avow the gfeatfeft de- 
gree of friendfliip and attachment to men 
who are not their hufbands, and to live with 
them in great intimacy, without hurtiiig 
their reputation, or being fufjpe'(5ted, even 
by their own fex, of having deviated from 
the laws of mpdefty. . ' 

One eveaing at the Count Thuiie^s, whcfn 

Aerc was a prfttty numerous cQmpaby,, I 

Z a obferved 
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obferved one lady uncommonly fad, and en- 
quired of Her intimate friend who happened 
to be there alfo, if (he knew the caufe of this 

fadnefs? — I do, replied fhe; Mr. de , 

whom fhe loves very tenderly, ought to have 
been here a month ago; and laft night fhe 
received a letter from him, informing her 
that he cannot be at Vienna for a month to 
come. But pray, faid I, does your friend's 
hufband know of this violent paffion fhe has 

forMr.de ? Yes, yes, anfweredfhe, 

he knows it, and enters with the mofl ten- 
der fympathy into her afflidion; he does 
all that can be expe^ed from an affedionate 
hufband to comfort and foothe his wife, 
aflfuring her that her love will wear away 
with fime. But fhe always declares that 
fhe b^s no hopes of this, becaufe fhe feels 
it augment every day. — Mais, au fond, con- 
tinued the lady, cela lui fait bien de la peine, 
parceque malheureufement il aime fa femme 
a la folic. Et fa femme, qui efl la meil- 
Icure creature du monde, plaint infinimeiit 

foQ 
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Ton pauvre marl ; car elle a beaucoup d'ami- 
tie et d'eftime pour lui j — mais elle ne fcau- 
roit fe defaire de cette malheureure paflion 
pour Monf. de . 

I was not in the lead furprifed that a dif* 
appointment of this nature (hould affe^ a 
woman a little ; but I own it did a{toni£h 
me that flie fhould appear in public, on 
fuch an occafxon, in all the oftentation of 
forrow, like a young widow vain of her 
weeds. Here this paflion was lamented by 
her friends as a misfortune: In England, if 
I rightly remember, fuch misfortunes are 
generally imputed to people as crimes. 



Z3 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 

'^Tp H E Vifcouftt de LaVAl havittg prbpofed 
(6 rfie U(ely td Inakfc i fhort tour with 
tiin into Hungary, I very readily eofiferited, 
arid wif arrived at this town y^fterflay 
morning. 

^ttfhtirgy v^hich Is the cdpita> of Lower 
HnngiTj, like ViehUa^ hki fuburb^ iiKire 
xnagmficent than itfelf. lb tbift city the 
States of Hungary hold their aflemblies, 
and in the cathedral church the Sovereiga 
is crowned. 

The prefent Emprefs took refuge here 
when the Ele(5tor of Bavaria was declared 
Emperor at Prague, when (he was abandoned 
by her allies, and when France had planned 

her 
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her dcftrudlion. Her own tnagnanimity^ 
the. generous friendfhip of Great Britain > 
and tbc courage of her Hungarian fubjeCka^ 
at length reftored her fortunes,. and iSacured 
to her family the fplendid fituation they now 
hold in Europe/ 

What politician in. 1741 could have 
thought that in the courfe of a few years the 
Etnprefs would be in ftrid alliance with 
France, and one of her daughters feated oct 
the throne of that kingdom ?— Should a 
foethfayer of Bofton prophefy, that John 
Hancock, or his fon, will, fometime hence, 
demahd in marriage a daughter of Eng- 
land,-— pray, do not lay an uncommon odds^ 
that the thing will not happen. 

Monf. de Laval and I walked up this 
morning to the caftle, which is a noble 
Gothic building, of a fquare form, with a 
tower at each comer. The regalia of Hun-^ 
gary, confifting of the crown and fceptre o€ 
Z 4 St. 
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Sc $tq>heny the firft king, are depofited 
iiere. Thcfe are carefully fecured by fevcn 
JockS) the keys of which are ^ kept by the 
fame number of Hungarian noblemen. No 
Prince ia held by the populace as legally 
their Sovereign till he be crowned with the 
diadem of King Stephen; and they have 2^ 
notion that the fate of their nation depends 
on this crown-s remaining in their poflef- 
fton. It has therefore been always removed 
in times of danger to places of the greateft 
fafcty. 

The Turks, aware of the influence of fuch 

a prejudice in the minds of the vulgar, have> 

it is faid, made frequent attempts to feiz© 

this Palladium. — The fate of Hungary feems 

now to be pretty much decided; fo that ?x- 

clufive of the value they put upon thecrownj^ 

^ a relic of conftderable antiquity, the 

Hungarians need pot be folicitous whether 

it regains in this caftle or in the Imperial 

palace at Vienna. 

By 
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By the conftitutioo of Hongcirjry tfee 
«rown h ftill held to be eleaivc* This pokit 
h not difp.uted.'— All that is infiftcd oa ist 
that the heir of the Houfe of Auftria fhall 
be eleded as oftea as a vacancy happens. - 

The wftle of Prelburg is the ufqalrefi- 
dencp of Prince Albert of Saxony, who 
njarried one of the Arch-dutcheffes, a very 
beautiful and accomplifhed Princefs. As 
M, de Laval and I entered one of the room9> 
we obferved them at a window* We im-^ 
mediately ftarted back, and withdrew, being 
in riding frocks aad boots. Monf. de La- 
val had feen th^ir Highneflfes a few days be* 
fore at Schonbrun, and thought they had 
been there ftilL — The Princefs fent a polite 
meflage after us by a fervant, who had or-f 
ders to condud us through every apartment 
of the caftle; fhe herfelf ftept into another 
room, that w'e might fee that which (he left. 

All 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34:6 VIEW VF SOCIETY AND 

^ lAll Ac Prfaceffcs ef the Atfffriaft family 
s^ediftiDguiflied by an attentive and obliging 
pditeodC^ wfaidi is the more remarkable, 
dt^xhaCi who Hire much at courts often ac- 
quin a fpeciw of politenefs which is by no 
meaQfi obliging. The fplendor and dif^ 
ti&Qi6ittof a court frequently infpire an 
ovbrwcening vanity, and have a peculiar 
tecdettcy to (hake the fteadinefs of the fe- 
jnale ^ndcrftanding. Court ladies in ge- 
neral, but particularly fuch as fubmit to be 
abjed fycophants to Queens and Princefles, 
are apt to render themfelves ridiculous by 
the arrogant airs they a0ume to the reft of 
the world, and while they ufurp the im- 
^rtance of royalty^ fill the breafts of all 
who know them with as much deteftation 
as i^ confiftent with contempt. 

' The view from this citadel is very exten- 
five, commanding the vaft and fertile plains 
of Hun-gary* 

Having 
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Having dined at the idn, and Jt^l^r 

ourfelves, at no great expence, with totajr^^ 

we went to vifit a villa at the difbince of » 

four miles from Pfeftutg, belonging to a 

Hungarian nobleman. This hoiife is de* 

lightfully fituat«d,— the gslrdens laid out a' 

little too methodically; but the park, actf 

fields around, where lefs art has beeniifedi 

difplay a vaft luxuriancy of natural beauties; 

•*-While wandering over thefe, we entered 

a little wood in a vety retired place ; as tvd 

advanced into this, we faw a venerable look* 

ing old man with a long beard, who, 

ftretching out his hand. Teemed to invite us 

to an hermitage which we obferved hard by. 

The Vifcount, ittipatient to cultivate the 
acquaintance of a perfon of fuch an hofpi«> 
table appearance, ran before me toward him ; 
when he got up to him, he flopped fhort, 
as if furprifed, and then, to my uttctaftonifh- 
menti he raifed his foot with every m^irk of 

indignation! 
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indigttatidn, and gave the poor old hermit 
a violent kick. 

I do not remember that I was ever more 
fliocked in my life ; I was at the fame time 
quite confounded at an ad^ion fo unworthy 
TO itfelff and fo incompatible with the cha-^ 
rader of Monf de Laval.-^I was foon re- 
coppiledj however, to the treatment the old 
fellow had received, when I difcovered that 
this venerable perfonage w?is not the honeft 
man we took him for, but a downright im- 
poftor, made of painted wood, apd dreffed 
in the robes of a hermit to deceive paflen-i- 
gcrs* 

Over the door was an inlcription from 
IHorace ^ 

Odi profanum vulgus. 

On the infide of the door 
Fata volentes ducunt, nolentes trahunt 

And 
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And In another part, within the hermit 
tage 

Omncs eodemcogimur: omnium 
Verfatur urna, fcrius ocius, 
Sors exitura, ct nos in aeternum 
Exilium impofitura Cymbal. 

There were alfo feveral infcriptions taken 
from Cicero, in favour of the foul's iaimor'^; 
tality> which I am forry I negleded tp 
tranfcribe.— We returned in the evening to 
this place, and are to fet out to-CMrrow 
for Prince Eftherhafie's. 
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LETTER LXXXVnr. 



Vicrnia. 



TTAVING left Prcfburg, wc travelled 
eight pofts acrofe a very fertile country 
to the palace of Eftherhafie, the refidencc 
of the Prince of that name. He is the 
firft in rank of the Hungariati nbbrlity, and 
one of the moft magnificent fubjedls in Eu- 
rope. He has body-guards of His own, all 
genteel-looking men, richly dreffed in the 
Hungarian manner. 

The palace is a noble building, lately 
finiflied, and fituated near a fine lake. Thft 
apartments are equally grand and common 
dious ; the furniture more fplendid than al- 
moft any thing I have feen in royal palaces. 
In the Prince's own apartment there are 
fome curious mufical clocks, and one in the 

5 ihape 
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ihape of a Birdi which whidles a tune e^trf 
hour. V . . ; 

Juft by the palace, there is a theatre for 
operas, and-other dramaticeatert^ameRts, 
and in the gtiKlens, a kt^ecdom'^withuiair^ 
Aiodions apartments fbr.mafquerades adi 
tails. \ :. ', :^:): 

At, ^Orgr^?^ diftaac?, Jthprs. is afiicuHeF 
theatre cxpr^jjijr , built few puppcH^ft^^! 
.Tbis iias^uqfallafger» and^n^fac^e cammodoxDlit 
than JAofl.^SQyixicial 'pli^bqnies, iiodvl aih 
l^old to a^ertj ^s the m^ii Ipleadid iM( hM 
^s yet been reared in Epropg §y ih^trfp^^ 
of a^aorSfr rrW^ pc^grettq^ ^i^ w« pwrf^rfip* 
^vse.tfee^ffle^fjirejof feeing. tl»efix.^firfoilrt 
for they have the reputation of beiog'uhdl 
beft comedians in Hungary, 

- ^ W64ilid^«l^ eui'iofity tW pt^ be^ioi^ 
curtain, ^nd^iw Kings* Emperors, Tcwte} 
OTaiOirUliajwj ^I r^gfed'very fectafelytp^ 

gethen — 
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getkcr.*-*Kiog Solomon was obferved ia s 
corner in a very fufpicious tete-a-tete with 
the Queen of Sheba. 

. Amongft other curbfities^ there Is in the 
garden a wooden houfe, huilt u|>on wheela. 
It contains a room with a table, chairs, a 
looking-glafsjchimney ,and fire-place. There 
are alfo clofets, with many neceflary accom- 
modations.— The Prince fometimes enter- 
tains twelve people in this vehicle, all of 
whom may eafily (it round the table, and 
the whole company may thus take an airing 
together along the walks of the garden, and 
many parts of the park, which are as level 
as a bowling-green. The machine, when 
thus loaded, is eafily drawn by fix or eight 
horfes. 

Prince Eflherhafie having heard of M. dc 
LavaPs beiog in the garden, A^t us aninvi* 
tation to- the opera, which was to be per- 
formed that evening j but as we had brought 

with 
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Vitihi us nadTcfs proper JSmt fuch ail tibta" 
lion, we were forced ta<iecHnc this oWig- 
ing invitation.— The Prince Afterwards* feflt 
a carriage, in which we drove round the 
garden and parks. Thefe are of vaft"fex^ 
lent, and beautiful beyond defcription ; ar-» 
hours, fountains, walksi woods, hills, and 
valleys, being thrown together in a charm- 
ing confufion. — ^If you will look over 
Ariofto's defcription of the gardens in AI- 
cina's inchanted ifland, you will have aa 
idea of the romantic fields of lEftherhafie> 
which are alfo inhabited by the fame kind 
of animals* 

Tra le purpuree rofe e i bianchi gigli, 
Che tepid aura frcfchi ognora ferba, 
Sicuri fi vedean lepri e conigli : 
E cervi con la frontc alta e fuperba, 
Senza temer che alcun li uccida o piglit 
Pafcono, e ftanii ruminando rerba : 
E Saltan daini e capri fnelli c deftri, 
Che fono in copia in quei luoghi campefjtrt. 

Vol. II. A a M.de 
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MLde Laval was in raptures with th^ 
gOfdem <^ Mberhafi^* In the height of 
bid admicatian, I aiked him how thsy: 
Bood in Ws opioi(»i olunpared with thof* 
0f Verfailles ? 

Ah, Parbleu! Monfieur, anfwered he, 
Verfailles eioit fait exprfes pour n'etre com-' 
pare a rien,— -He acknowledged, however, 
withput diflScuhy, that, except France, 
no other country he had feen wa^ fo beau" 
ti£iil as thia. 

Having wandered here many hours, we 

returned to the inn, where a fefvant wait^ 

cd with Prince. Eftherhalie^s compliment^i 

and a balket conta^&iog two bottles d£ 

Tokay, ' and the fiime quantity of CSiaai^ 

paign srikiof Oli Hock. We lameotedverjr 

fineeipefy, that we could not have the hoN 

nour of waiting on this very magnificent 

Prince, and thanking him perfonally for ib 

much politenefs, 

,1* - 4 Acorn*- 
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A company of Italian fingers ixidaSkOTS 
were then at the inn, and prepariiigfor the 
dpera. Great preparations were mak- 
ing for the entertainment of the Emprefff 
and all the Court, who are foon to ftiake a 
Vifit of feveral days to Eftherhafie. Though 
the Imperial family, and many of the nobi- 
lity, are to lodge in the palace, yet every 
corner of this large and commodious inn Is 
already befpoke for the company which are 
invited upon that occaiion. 

Hungary is a very cheap country, the 
la(ul being infinitely fertile, and in fome 
pljaces producing the moft efteemed grape 
in Europe. It is beautified with lakes, 
thtC windings of the Danube, and many 
ftreams which flaw into that fine river^ lo 
tlie woods of Hungary are bred a race of 
horfesi the moft active,' hardy^ and fpirit- 
cd, for their fize, in the world* Thefe 
have been found very ufeful in war, an4 
A a 2 the 
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the huflaFs> or light dragoons of the Auf^ 
trian army are mounted on them. 

The men in Hungary afe remarkabfy 
handfome, and wefl-fliaped. Their ap- 
pearance 18 improved by their drefs^ i^hich 
you know is peculiar, and very becoming. 

Lady M, W. Montague aflerts, that the 
Hungarian vromen are far more beautiful 
than the Anflrian. For my part, I thinfe 
of women, as M. de Laval does of Ver- 
failles : — that they are not to be compared 
with any thing, — not even with one an- 
other. And therefore, without prefuming 
to take a comparative view of their beau ty5 
It may be remarked in general, that where 
the men are handfome and weH-made, it 
IS natural to luppofe, that the women will 
poflefs the fame advantages; for parents 
generally beftow as much attention to the 
making of their daughters as of their 
fons. In confirmation of which dodrine, 
6 I caa 
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I can affure you, that I have feen as hand- 
fame women, as men, in Hungary, and 
erne of the prettieft women, in my opinion, 
at prefent at the Court of Vienna, is a 
JHungarian. 

None of ihe Emprefs's fubjeds are taxed 
fo gently, or enjoy fo many privileges as 
the Hungarians. This is partly owing to 
the grateful remembrance fhe has of their 
loyalty and attachment in the days of her 
diftrefs. But although this fentiment were 
pot fo ftrong in her breaft as it really is, 
there arq pplitical reafons for continuing to 
them the fame exemptions and privileges ; 
for nothing can be more dangerous than dif- 
obliging the inhabitants of a frontier coun*- 
try, which borders on an inveterate enemy, 
—Nor could any thing pleafe the Turks 
more, than to find the hearts of the Hunga- 
Vans alienated from the houfe of Auftria. 

I found this country, and the company 

of M. de Laval, fo very agreeable, that I 

A a 3 fhould 
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Ihould have been happy to have extended 
our excurfion farther ; but he is obliged to 
fee out foon for Chamberry to pay his duty 
to the Comte d^Artois, who is expeded 
there to wait on his future fpoufet the 
Princefs of Savoy. We therefore returned 
by the direft road from Eftherhafie \» 
Vienna* 
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« Vienna. 

CO the fate of poor *~-*- h finally ijeeid- 
ed, and he now finds^ that to be ruined 
is not a matter of fo much indifference as 
he once imagined^ I neither fee the pof- 
iibiUty of his extricating himfelf from his 
prefent difiiculties, nor in what manner he 
will be able to fupport them. Accuftomed 
to every Injurious indulgence, how can 
he bear the inconveniencies of poverty ?— - 
Diifipated and inattentive from his jchild* 
bood» how can he make any exertion for 
himfelf f—^His goodi-humour, genteel fi* 
gure, and pliant difpofition, made him well 
received by all. — While he formed no exr 
pedlations from their friend&ip, his com- 
pany feemed particularly acceptable to fome 
who are at prefent in power ; Whether it 
Aa 4 will 
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-^Ml fee, equally fo now, when he has no- 
thing elfc to depend on, is to be tried. 
And I really think it is as well for hinv 
that it be tried now, as five or (ix years 
heiicc. 

This calamity has been long foremen.-— 
There feemed to be almoft a neceflGty that 
it fhbuld happen fooner. or later; for he 
had neither caution, plan, nor objeft in his 
gaming, — He continued it from habit 
alone. Of all mankind, he was the leaft 
covetous of exceffive wealth ; and exclu- 
five of gaming, he always lived within his 
income, not from a defire of faving motiey, 
but merely becaufe he had no tafte for great 
cxpence. — How ofteh have we fefcn ' him 
lofe immenfe fums to thofe who could never 
have paid the half, had he happened to 
win it ; and to Tome of whom he had 
lent tiie money which enabled them to 

(lake againft him ? 

^ *'-'■- 

There 
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There are many carelefs young. me6-^f 
great fortunes, who game la the fame 
ftyle, and from no other motives than 
thofe of our unhappy friend,— What is 
the confequence ? — The money circulates 
for a while among them, but remains 
finally with perfons of a very different 
charailer. — I fhall not fuppofe that any of 
the very fortunate gamefters we have beea 
acquainted with, have ufcd thofe means 
to correcPt fortune which arc generally 
reckoned fraudulent. I am fully per- 
Jfuaded, they are feldomer pradifed in the 
clubs in London than in any other gamm- 
ing focieties in the world, — Let all flight of 
,baod, and every fpecies of downright 
(harping, be put out of the queftion j but 
ftill we may fuppofe, that among a great 
number pf carelefs inattentive people of' 
fortune, a few wary, cool, and fhrewd 
men are n^ingled, who know how to cotx^ 
ceal real caution and defign under ap^ 
prent inattention and gaiety of manner ;— ^ 

who 
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who have a perfe^ command of them^ 
felvesi puih their luck when fortune 
fmilesi and refrain when fhe changes her 
difpofition ; — who have calculated the 
chance«^ and underlland every game vi^herQ 
judgment is required. 

If there are fuch men, is not the pro^ 
hability of winning infinitely in their fa-, 
vour ? — Does it not amount to almoil as 
great a certainty, as if they hftd adually 
loaded the dice or packed the Cards ? — I 
know you live in the habit of intimacy 
with fome who anfwer to the above de* 
fcription ; and I have heard you fay, that 
however fortunate they may have been, 
you were fully convinced that nothing 
can be fairer than their manner of playing.^ 
I accufe them of taking no other advantagea 
than thofe above mentioned i but I appeal 
to your own experience,— pray recollea,--^- 
and I am greatly mi(laken» if you will not 
find, that by far the greater patt of thofe 

wha 
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who have made fortunes by play^ and 
have kept them when made^ are men of 
ax>l, cautiousn ihrewd^i and felfifti cha-* 
raders. 

If any cif thcfe very fortunate people 
were brought to a trial, and examined by 
what means they had accumulated fuch 
fums, while fo many others had entirely 
loft, or greatly impaired their fortunes (if 
the word efprit be allowed to imply that 
artful fuperiority which belongs to thei* 
pharaders), they might anfwer in the 
words of the wife of G)ncini Marechal 
4'Ancrc, when fhe was aiked what chai;m 
ihe had made ufe of to fafcinate the mind 
of the Queen •^— De Tafcendant, flie re* 
plied, qu*un efprit fuperieur a touj6urs fur 
dtes e(prit» foibles,— Certainly there can 
be no greater weaknefs, than for a man of 
independent fortune to game in fuch a, 
fanner as to ri£k lofing it, for the chance 
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of doubliog or tripling his income :— be* 
caufc the additional happinefs arifing from 
any fuppofable addition of wealth, can 
i^ever be within a thoufand degrees fo greats 
^ the mifery which would be the confe* 
qttence of his being dripped of his original 
fortuqct 

This confideration alone, one would 
imagine, might be fufficient to deter any 
jeafonable man from a conduft fo weak 
and abfurd : yet there arc other confidera- 
tions which give much additional weight 
to the argument j—the difoial effeflts which 
the continued pradice of gammg has fbme?- 
times been obferved to produce in the dif- 
pofitions.of the miod, and the mod effen- 
tial {^rts of the charader, deftroyingj every 
idea of oeconomy, engroffing the whole 
tii0ne» undermining the bed principles, per^ 
verting the qualities of the heart, render- 
ing men callous to the ruin of acquaint- 

ancesj 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IN FRANCE,. &c. 365 

ances, and partakers, with a lavage iti- 
fenfibility, in the fpoils of their unwary 
friends. 

. , The peculiar inftances with which you 
and I are acquainted, where the long*con« 
tinned habit of deep play has had no foch 
efFeds, are proofs of the rooted honour and 
integrity of certain individuals, and may 
ferve as exceptions to a general rule, but 
cannot be urged as arguments againft the 
ufual tendency of gaming. If men of for- 
tune and charader adopted the pradice 
of gaming upon any principle of reafoning, 
there might be a greater probability of 
their being reafqncd out of it: but moft of 
them begin to game, not with any view or 
fixed plan of increafing their t\realth, but 
merely as a falhionable amufement, or per- 
hapa by way of fliowing the liberality 
of their fpirit, and their contempt for 
money# 

I would 
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I wOfuW not be very pofitivet that fotitt 
of them have not tniftaken for admiratioh 
that furprife which is exprefled when any 
perlbn lias loft an immenfe fum. And this 
miftake may have given them left repug- 
nance to the idea of becoming the objeft* 
of admiration in the fame day* Afterwards 
endeavouring to win back what they had 
fo idly loft, the habit has grown by ^ 
greeSi and at length has become thdr fole 
refource from the wearineft which thofe 
born to great fortunes, and who have nol 
early in life acquired fome fitculty of afiiti^ 
ing themfelves, are more prone to fall ia* 
to than others- Men born to no fuch «xr 
pe£tations, whatever their natural <tifpo£b^ 
tionsmaybe, are continually roufed from 
indolence by avocations Which admit of 
no delay. The purfuit of that indepead* 
ence, for which almoft every human bo- 
fom (ighs, and whofe value is unknown 
only to thofe who have always poflefted it, 

is 
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i^^tiCHight a neceflary, and is oft^ fo^nd 
aft agreeable, employment to the generality 
of mankind. This, with the othgf dqtifa 
of life* is fufficient to engrofs their pme 
aod thoughts, and guard them from ffy£ 
pams: and penalties o/idletif/sk 

Ai the purfuit of wealth is fuperfluous 
in men of rank and fortune, fo it would be 
unbecoming their (ituation. Being de- 
|)rived of this, which is fo great an objea 
and refource to the reft of mankind, they 
ftand in more need of fomething to fupply 
Its place, I know of nothing which can 
fo completely, and with fo much propriety, 
have this effed, as a tafte for letters and 
!ovc of fcience. I therefore think thtfe 
trctoore effentially neceflary to the happl-i 
nefs of people of high rank and great for* 
ttmej than to thofc in confined circum- 
fiances. 

If independence be defired with univer- 
41 ardour by mankind, the^road of fdcnce 

is 



^^^. 
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18 neither the moft certain, nor the (horteft 
way to attain it. But thofe who are al- 
ready in pofleffion of this, have infinite 
need of the other to teach them to enjoy 
their independence with digqity and fatif- 
fadion, and to prevent the gifts of fortune 
from becoming fources of mifery inftead of 
happinefs. If they are ambitious, the cul- 
tivation of letters, by adorning their minds, 
and enlarging their faculties, will facilitate 
their plans, and render them more fit for 
the high fituations to which they afpire. 
If they are devoid of ambition, they have 
ftill more occafion for fome of the purfuits 
of fcience, as refources againft the languor 
of retired or inactive life. — ;Quod fi non hie 
tantus fruftus oftenderetur, et fi ex his ftudiis 
deledatio fola peteretur ; tamen, ut opinor, 
banc animi remiflionem, humanifiimam ac 
liberaliflimam judicaretis. 

This love of letters confidered merely as 
an amufement, and to '^ fill up agreeably 

the 
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the vacaat feQuars of Why I beti^vtf tQ^ be 
inore eflentmlly ncceflWy to nofk of gr^afi 
fortune than to thofe who have none ^— to 
men without am&ition, than to tkofe who 
iitt animated by that adive paflionj and to 
the generality of Engliihiaea mope thaa* to** 
the natives of either Germany or France.--* 
The Germans require very little variety. 
They can bear the languid uniformity of 
life always wit^ pattence^ and often vaixb 
fartisfadion. They difplay atn equanimity 
utider difguft that is: quite aftonUhing.-^ 
The French, though not fo celebrated fou 
patience, are of all mankind the leaft liable 
to defpondence. Public affaira, fa apt to 
difturb the repofe of man>y wor&tpfol ci- 
tizens of LondoiT, never give a Frenchman 
uneafinefs. If the arms of France are fuc- 
cefsfuU he rejoices with, all hig heart; — if 
they are unfortunate, he laughs at the com- 
manders with all his foul. M his: mUbefs 
isktnd, he celebrate* her goodneft and !co«o^ 
Vox-. 11. B4> mends 
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mends her ufte;— if (he is cruel, he derides 
her folly ia the arms of another. 

No people ever were fo fond of amufe-. 
menty and fo eaGly amufed. It feems ta 
be the chief objed of their lives, and they 
contrive to draw it from a thoufand fources^ 
IA which no other people ever thought it 
could be found. I do not know where I 
met with the following lines ; they are na- 
tural and eafy, and feem expreifive of the 
condud: and fentimenta of the whole French 
nation. 

M'amufer n'importc comment, ^ 
Fait toute ma philofophie. 
Je crois ne perdre aucun moment 
Hors le moment om je m'cnnuie ; 
Ec je tiens ma tache finie, 
Pourvu qu'ainii tout doucement ^ 
Je me defafle de la vie. 

Our countrymen who have applied to 

UXiXtBf have profecuted every branch of 

• . . I fcieace 
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fcience as fuccefsfully as any of their neigh* 
bours. But thofe of them who ftudy 
mere amufettient^ independent of literature 
of any kind, certainly have not been fo 
happy in their refearchcs as the French* 
Many things which entertain the latter, 
fcem frivolous and infipid to the former. The 
Englifh view objedis through a darker me- 
dium. Lefs touched than their neighbours 
with the gaieties> they are more aflFefted 
by the vexations of life, under which 
they are too ready to defpond. They feel 
their fpirits flag with the repetition of 
fcenes which at firft were thought agree- 
able* This ftagnation of animal fpirits> 
from whatever caufe it arifes, becomes it- 
felf a caufe of defperate reiblutbns^ and de** 
bafing habits. ; 

A man of fortune, therefore, who can 

acquire fuch a relifh for fcience, as will 

make him rank its purfuits among hi^ 

amufemeots, has thereby made an acquifi- ~ 

B b 9 tioa 
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tloa of more import^^ce to Hi& hapj^tnei^ 
tlian if he had acquif ^ sipothee eilate equdl 
ia valite to \m firft» I nm alinoft «Qfs^ 
vinced, that a tafftp of thk, kind in t^ 09^ 
thiivg which on rqnder a, n^ao of fortiMA 
(efpeclaHy if his fo«mup l?e. vpry Hng^X |i>« 
lerably iadepeadcnc and 9% through life. 
Whichfoever of the roadft o^ £aeae^hjl^ 
loves to followt h» eurioftty' will contM^^* 
ally be kept awake.— Aa iiiexb»»ft»bk.v»r 
riety of in.tesediog objfi€t». vrilJ: <^i^ to b»* 
▼lew,— his miod will be rejdeiuilwd with^. 
id6as»r^V>d eyea whea the parfuits. of ^»r 
hi^oa b<8coiM iiMif>id, he will ftiU have 
antidotes. ag!!|in|l todium, aiidi(oihei thi9g» 
bang fuj^fqd equal) the beft diance oi 
paifiog agreenbly dirough li£B>. thaft the uor 
certmty of huinaa eventa aUows.toi tt^a*. 



,: •( T- 
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LETTER Xa 



Vienna* 



T N your laft, you fhow fuch a paffioa 
for anecdote, and feem fo defirous ol* 
my infiftiog on manners and chara<f^er8> 
that I fear you will not be pkafcd with 
my kft long epiftle upon a fubjcd entirely 
remote from what you demand. But you 
muft remember, that you were warned 
from the beginning of this correi{X)ndence» 
that I would retain the privile;ge of di* 
grefling as often as I pkafed, ai^d that my 
letters Ihould frequently treat of what I 
thoughti as well as what I faw. How- 
4vert this fball coofift entirely of fights. 

The firft 1 ihall mention was exhibited 

foon after our arrival at Vienna. This was 

B b ^ the 
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the feafl of St. Stephen, at which the EnH 
peror dined in public with the knights. 

He was at the head of the table; hia 
brother and brother-in-law next him, and 
the other knights fat according to feniority. 
The Arch-dutcheifes, with fome of the 
principal ladies of the court, were at a 
balcony within the hall to fee this cere- 
mony.— The Emperor and all the knights 
were dreffed in the robes of the order. 
The Hungarian guards, with their fabres 
drawn, furJrounded the table. 

The honour of ferving the Emperor at 
this folemnity belongs entirely to the Hun- 
garians. When he called for drink, a 
Hungarian nobleman poured a little of the 
wine into a cup and tafted it; he after- 
wards filled another, which he prefented 
with one knee touching the ground. The 
Emperor often fmiled to this nobleman 
ds he went through the ceremony, and 

fcemed 
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fccmed to iDdicate by the whole of hi^ 
behaviour, that he confidered fuch fub- 
miffive bendiogs of one iriaa to another, 
^ greatly mifplaced, and that he fufFered 
this mummery merely in compliance with 
ancient cuflom. 

There was great crowding to fee this 
feaft, and it was not without difficulty 
I got admiffior^ ; though, after all, there 
was nothing to be feen but fome well- 
dreffed men, who ate an exceeding good 
dinner with tolerable appetite. 

• Since the feaft of St. Stephen, we have 
been witnefles to the annual ceremony in 
commemoration of the defeat of the Turk- 
iOx army, and the raifing the fiege of Vi- 
enna by John Sobielki king of Poland. 
The Imperial family and the principal no- 
bility of both fexes walked in folemn pro- 
ceilion, and heard mafs at the church of 
St. Stephen on this occafion. In the 
B b 4 middle 
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ifiiddftt t)f Ae ftrctt, tertfmg ftom tte 
palace t6 ^he chniHrlH a |)latfbrm was 
ralfed, \ipon whiA tlic cbmpiEmy, whq 
formed the proceffion, walked. — The 
ftreets i/(tctt ImeA vi^ thd Imperial guards, 
and the windows and tops «f Xht feoafe^ 
were crowded with fpeftators. — :The D— r 

of H and I found a very good fitu- 

jtlion at a window with the Vcqfeti^n an^- 
baflador. 

This ceremony wo^M hare been toq 
fatiguing for the Empreft:— -She there- 
fore did not attend;— Tha Emperor, the 
Arch-dukes and Dutcheifes, with all the 
nobility, did. A prodigious train pf hi- 
(hops, prices, and monks followed; and 
a numerous b^nd of mufic p^ye4 ^s they 
went along. 

As. this is a day of rejoicing, thericheft 
and gayeft dreflfes are thought the moll e^- 
preflive of the pious gratitude becoming 

ft^cl^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MANNERS IM FRANCE, lie. .377 

Their tniqds, fcowfeveri were not fo mudi 
'exi^hecl by bcavenl/ cqatemplations^ afs td 
be abote taJdiiqg notice of tlicir cartbly 
«icq^aintanc<bi ^t ^ wiodovrci, wiaiom they 
regaled with its^^^ ^x^ Qo4t as tl^ 

Next <lay the loiperial £sunily^me4 i^ 
f)«ibliC| and tnany people went to fee them. 
I yfas not of thp iHimbery though nobod/ 
cao ffiore fioceire^ wUb them the enjoy* 
tQci^t of all the comforts of life. I know 
not on what priocipk the Royal Family 
10 Fr^^tsice, amd other ^xfuntnes in Europei 
have Qda|>ted the cuilom d eating iti pub« 
lic. They c4iiiK)t imagtn6| that the fee- 
ing them chew and fwallaw their vi^uala 
cat^ icr^te a vaft deal of ^doiMiration in the 
behokletft. It woiild certitioly he takea 
for granted, that they rank! perform thefe 
(^dQT^ry i^ti^ioQ^ atefaough a cloud of 

witneiTcs, 
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witncflcs were not admitted to corfrm the 
h£t If thcfe exhibitions are defigned for 
the entertainment of the fubjeds, a thou- 
iand could be thought of more amufiag 
to them ; for however interefttng the part 
of an ador at a feaft may be, that of a 
fpedator is furely one of the moft infipid 
that can be imagined. 

But the fame evening there was a grand 
inafquerade at Schonbrun, which was more 
generally amufing. — Four thoufand ticketa 
were diftributed on this occafion. — ^ A 
large party of dragoons were placed 
along the road from Vienna, to keep the 
coaches in a regular line, and to prevent 
confufion. The principal rooms of this 
magnificent palace wefe thrown open for 
the reception of the company. — In three 
large halls on the ground-floor, tables 
were covered with a cold collation of all 
kinds of fowls, ham, and confedions, with 
pine-apples and every fort of fruit, Thefe, 

with 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MANNERS. IN FRANCE, &c. 379 

trith Old Hoci, Champa^nrei and otW 
Jcinds of wine, were fervcd tvith readinels 
and profufion to all who afked::for them. 

At the end of the large dinipgrtoooH 
there was a r^ifed feat foc> ^he Emprefs, 
«n4 fome ladies who atl;end£d. her. Here 
a grand Ballet was danced by the Arch- 
duke, the Arch-dutcheffes, the Princefs 
of Modena, and fome of the chief nobi- 
lity, to the number of tv^enty-four., The 
dancers, l^oth male and*; &male, were 
dreffed in white (ilk, flouqcjc^ with pink- 
coloured ribands, and enriched with a vaft 
profufion of. diamonds^ 

This ballet was performed three times 
at proper intervals. Thofe who had feeA 
it once, pafled into the gallery, and other 
apartments, giving way to a new fet of 
fpedators. In the garden, on a rifi ng 
.ground oppofite to the palace windows, a 
temporary fabric was ereded in the form 

of 
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of a large and tnagi^AScent teto^ Thm 
^as ilkuninftteki hj an iocx^edi^e nahiber 
of hfBlf^ atid g2Ly4 th? aippeak-atice 6i m 
very eiftraordinary piece of architefturc, 
tfliieh cottlin^rtd flataitt^ through the 
Whole night, 3ti<l had a v«ry fitte eflT^, 
Tiered from Vfei!rti4, atycj othfel- j^fettefc *t 1i 
greater diftance, 

The Ettit>feror ittJ^td v^th \ht toiti^ 
pkhy whhbirt tetemwiy tat dittiflftidti, tal> 
iog no part Hi^felf but te a fpeaatof. 
He Was cottveHing in th6 middle of tht 
Jiall, ih the mbft fanailiat ttHhtofer, Mfrlt?^ 
an Englifh gentleman, without dbfetrhig, 
that the third ballet was going to bg 
dani^d. When the mailer of the cerettio* 
oies whifpisred l^im in the ear.-^Tfae Em-* 
paror, feizing the Etiglifhmiui by the arnit 
faid» AUonB, Mon(teur> on nous cbaflRs*^ 
41 faut k retirer; and iimnedlately Walked 
into another rodm, to give phcg to &Asen 
who bad oat yet fetn the d^uce. 
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This very fplendid entertainment was 
given to the Arch-duke, and the Princefa 
of Modena, whofe ufual refidence is at 
Milan.— The Emprefe, thus fiirrounded by 
Jier t>flFspring, appeared cheerful and hap- 
py. — She feemed to enjoy the vivacity, and 
fympatbire with the gaiety, of the coi»- 
pany.— She is greatly belbved by her own 
children, and by her fiibjeds in general, 
whomihe alfo confiders as her childrea in a 
greater degree than is ufuat for fovereigns. 

It is an error to itoagtne, that great dc*- 
votion has a tendency to four the temper : 
Though it muft be acknowledged, that it 
has not always the powtc of fweetsenkig 
the very aufterc trunks on which it is fome- 
times grafted; but in a character na- 
turally benevolent, every good dffpofitiOBt 
win be ftrengthesed and animated by real 
piety^. Of this 1 have feen. a thoufand iir- 
ftances> and I believe her Imperial Majefty 
affords one. 
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LETTER Xa. 

Vienoa* 

T^HE Emperor is of a middle fize, well- 
made» and of a fair complexion. He 
has a confiderable refemblance to his fifter^, 
the Queen of France> which, in my opi- 
iiion^ is faying a great deal in favour of hia 
looks. — ^Till I faw fomething of his ufual 
behaviour, I did not think it poilible for a 
perfon in fuch an elevated (ituation, to put 
every body with whom he converfes upon 
ib eafy a footing. 

His manner, as Ihave often mentioned, 
is affable, obliging, and perfedly free from 
the referved and lofty deportment aflumed 
by fome on account of high birth.^ Who- 
ever has the honour to be in company with 
him, fo far from being checked by fuch 

defpicablc 
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defpicable pride> has need to be on his 
guard, not :to adopt fuch a degree of fami- 
Karity as> , whatever the condefcenfion of 
the one might .permit, would be highly im* 
proper in the other to ufe. 

He is regular in his way of life, mo- 
derate in his pleafureS} fteady in his plansy 
and diligent in bufinefs. He is fond of 
his army, and inclines that the foldiers 
fhould have every comfort and neceflary 
confident with their fituation. He is cer- 
tainly an loeconomift, and laviihes very 
little money on ufelefs pomp, miftrefles, or 
favourites ; and it is, I fuppofe, on no bet* 
ter foundation than this, that his enemies 
accufe him. of avarice. 

I cannot help regarding ceconomy as 
one'of the n^oft ufeful qualities in a Prince. 
Liberality, even when pufhed to an im« 
prudent length, may, in a private perfon, 
proceed from a kind of greatnefs of mind, 

becaufe 
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Iftcitotlft Im fortufk! is in ^^tf GlnGt^ db 
own^ and hi can iojui^ iMirddf ¥Uft£iHA^. 
felf hj kvi(Inng> il away^^-^He kcKyv^^ thsA 
iirtiat k is goMv nobody "mi^. mrnkMiftf 
him for his cxtravaganee; >' »K fe' ftvait: 
therefore to have taken the rcfolution td^ 
fubmt^ to the inconveniency o# future; poi. 
Tffty,. rather than renounce the prefeafj 
happinefs of afting^ with a magnificent K* 
feerality, and beftowing^ on others mdte* 
thatt he can afford; 

Thi* is not the cafe* with a Pftncci-*^ 
What he fquandiers is not his own^ btrt^ 
the public money. — He knows tfkat.Kis^ 
pOTap and Iplendour will be kept up, andjf 
that his fubjetfts, not he, are to ffeel tlwi> 
inconveniencies of his prodigality. WheoJ 
I hear, therefore, that ^ King has given 
great ilims'of mohisy to any partfcular per- 
fen; from the fum given, "the pferfbn who 
receives it, the motive for the gffif, knd 
other x:ircumftanccs, I can judge whether 

5 it 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MAKNERS tK^FRANCE, ^. |f| 
tf k w^t or ill AKfibM 5f } 6ut id «ltK)!f 



( .i 



' The Virtue of getoeroTity confifts in a 
tiaih*8 de]^iTing himffelf of fomething for 
flife fike df arioth<*. Thd^e cdnf bd'hb ge- 
n^rbfity in giving to John what Jamta 
muft fefpfice the* iiekt tiioment. What l» 
(ialled geherofity in Kings, very ofteii con- 
fifts in bcftowing that money on fhc i(fl4# 
pirt of tiicir fuBjedi vvhich they Have 
fcjueezed from A^ iodurfriou^. I havd 
hiai-d a parcel of fiddlfer^and opefa dancer^ 
praife a Ptince for his noble and gentfrouSf 
behaviour to thiiin, While metir near hi*' 
perfon of ufeful talehts andri^al worth were 
diftrefled for bread.-»-The Etiiperbr cer- 
tainly has none of that tind of genet-ofity. 

His ttfiial drefft (the only oneindted m 
which I ever faw him, except at the feaft 
of the Knights of S^. Stephen) is a plain 
uniform of white faced with red.— When 

Vol. II. C c h© 
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he goes to l/axenbo'g^ Schoabrup^ ao^ 
other p)«ce8 near Vienna, he geac^Mlj, 
drives two horfes in an open cliiufe> wi<h 
^ (erv|jnt bfijjin^. wkJ no.pt^er.nt^jwisinlt 
of any kind. — He vc^y fcldom ajUijws^j^ 
guard to turn out as he. pa^es tl^rpu^ ^ 
gate.— Nobody ever, had a ftron^c.^i|j^-^ 
iSfion tojudicious inquiry .—He, is foifxd^c^^ 
oapyerfipg with ingenious people.-^Wl^<;fi^ 
hehe»c§ of any perfon, of whatev.er r^^ ♦ 
or cpuntry, being diftii^uifh^ f9Jc "at^jf^. 
particular talent, he is eager to convei:(e., 
with him, and turns the converfation tor 
the fub|j!?d on which th«t petipn ^t)^^t 
^^fxce), drawing fi^wn hm.^WJk^ii^^ 
information he C4n» Qf ?U th©i 9*f §mi)fl^ 
kQowledge» this is pe{fiap$ \h€,vm^WM9Sii' 
ful, -and the .w»ft propfr th»t cg^:ij^»^ 
by one whofe nnorc neceflarjr occOpati^iM. 
do ni)t'ka«-hi«i3anch time for ftiidyr>s!;.r 

-' ; ., . ;;. ," '■ , ;-■ r.. ?. ■di'iarA 

,, H^ ifeem$ to bp. of: opi^«>p, ^t^t ,f^ 
^|U|iQf-*A<J -^S"Oiance. of many Princes 
.' . .. .. Arc 
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9Lte frequently owing to tfie formf iii 
i<rhich tliey are intrenched, ahd^^fe tlieif 
being deprived of the advantages 'whicif 
the reft ' of mankind enjoy from a fre^ 
comparifon and exchange of fentiment." 
fie is convinced, that unlcfs' a King can 
contrive to live in fome focieties on a fobt-^^ 
ihg of equality, and can weigh his owii 
merit, without throwing his guards and 
pomp into the (bale, it will be difficult' 
for him to know either the world or him*- 

(elf: : ^ 

One evening at the Countefs Walfteih*s^ 
the converfation leading that way, the Em-^ 
peror enumerated fome remarkable and lu- 
dicrous inftanccs of the inconveniehci^s of 
etiquette, which had occurred at a tertain 
court. One perfon prefeat hinted at thC'^ 
e£Fe(5ltial mean» his Majefty had lafed ta 
banifh every inconveniency of that kind 
from the Court of Vienna. To whiclv he 
G c a . > replic^^ 
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replied, It would be hard indeed, if, tc- 
caufe i have the ill fortune to be an Em- 

4 

peror, I ihould be deprived of the pleaRires 
of focial life, which are fo much to my 
tafte. All the grimace and. parade to 
which people in my fituation are accuftonS- 
ed from their cradle, have not made nit 
fo vain, ^s to imagine that I im in any 
eflcntial quality fuperior to other men } anH 
if I had any tendency to fuch an opinion, 
the fureft way to get rid of it, is the^ me* 
thpd I take, of mixing in fociety, where I 
l^aye daily occafions of finding myfelf ii>- 
ferior in talents to thofe I meet with. Con- 
fcious of this, it would afford me no en" 
joyment to affume.airs of ^..%pl^riprity 
which I feel does not exift. I endeavour 
therefore to pleafe, and to be pleafed j and, 
as much as the inconveniency of my fitua- 
tipn will pjcrmit, to enjoy the bleffings of 
fociety lik^ other men, convinced tl^ajt the 
man who is fecluded from thofe, and 
2 raifes 
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raife^ himfelf above friendfhip, ia alfo raifed 
abo^e happinefs^ and deprived of thf mekas 
qf acquiring knowledge. . , 

Tjhis kind of language is not uncom- 
mon with poor philofophers ; but I i^f^ar 
gine ^ it is rarely held by Princes, and the 
infer^Dces to be dr»wn from it more rarely 
put in pradice. 

A few days after this^ there was an ex- 
hibition of fire-works on the Prater. This 
is a large pafk, planted with woqdi and 
furtoudded by the Danube, over which 
thera; i^ a wooden blidge. No carria{ge$ 
beliig allowed to pa6, the cpn>pany leav^ 
' mdr coaches at one end; and walk* Thef4 
is a narrow path railed off on on^ fide 
of the bridge. Many people very injiH 
dicioufly took this path, to which there is 
an eafy entrance at one end^ l>u>t: thd eicit 
is difficult at the other; for only one per- 
C c 3 fon 
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Ion can go out at a time. ^Ilie ^ath 
tbcrefbre was very fooo cfaoakec) ipi 
the uQft>rtuDate pafleDgers crept Qnjha /a 
foail'a pace* and in the moft flr^ttened 
fnddifagreeable manner imaginablerwhilft 
thofe who had kept the wide path in the 
middle o£ the bridge, like the fortUMfee 
and wealthy in their journey through life, 
moved along at their eafe» totally regardlefii 
of the wretched circumftanceg of their £eU 
low*paflenger9f 

.Some few of the prifoners in the oar- 
row paflage, who were of a fmall fia^, 
and uncommon addrefs, crawled uq^ir 
the raili and got into the Inroad w^k 
in the middle; but all who were talK 
and <^ a larger make^ were obliged* I0 
;pemain and fubmit to lh«r fate. An 
EngUflmians who had been at the detail-^ 
te&. Walflein's when the Erapdror- cat* 
Ipffifled himfelf as above mentionedi vm 
'%:,..;v.^. . • of 
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of fhe laft clafs; The Emperor,' ^ Iftj 
paifed, feeing that thofe of a fiii^aTl 11*6 
extricated themfelves, while the EiigliffiM 
nfati^i^efittained fixed in a very**kuKwafcl 
fituation, called out, Ah, MonfietiW - J§ 
v6ts ai bien annonce combien il eft in^ 
ccmttiodt d'etre trop grand. — A ^refent 
voos devez 6tre bien de mori avis ;-^ 
Mais comme je ne puia rien faire p6r6r 
Tons foulager, je vous recommcnde a S^ltjt 
George, '**- 

There are people who, having^^heartj 
of the Emperor's uncommon affability, 
ihd of ' his total contempt of pomp and 
parade, of which the bulk of mankind 
dre fo' much enamoured, have aflerted, 
thai the whole is affedation. But if 
the whole tenor of any perfoa's wordi 
end a€fcions is to be confidered'^asafiec- 
tation^ I do not know by what means 
ipfeare to get at the bottom of H^^Vwi 
C c 4 cbara<9;erf 
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:«Iiaba£»9. i Yet, pepple who /luuvdi^rtca 
^olcbt{ tafte for any paruqiladr' thiog, 
^alreiesusKQMJiy rouly to belUvei^ tb^ ibe^e 
jwba .hiv9 not tbe fame taffte^ 9^ 4fr 

I do not remember tfes^t I ?ver told 
you, tbat our friead R ■ ■ . , who loves 
his bottle above all thiogs^ and who^ 
I believe, efteem? you above all me^, 
let me into a part of your cbara<3:er 
of which I never had the fmalleft fuf- 
picion. 

One day after dinner, when a couple 
of bottles had awakened his friendibip, 
and laid open his heart, he took it in- 
to his head to enumerate your good 
qualities, and concluded the lift, by iay« 
ir\g, tbat you were no milk- fop.— I know 
what that exprelGon imports in the 
ijnoutb of R ■ ' ■> I therefore ftared, 

and 
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^ndiatd, I had feldom feen yoii^^fihk 

^ Above three glaffes at a time in .myiBfe;-'*- 

jNor I, faid be; but take my word fer 

it, beJa tfjo ^OQcft a fellow irat ta^&rre 

good wine, and I am certain his hbaasij 

is 2AI affedation. 
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^'- ' • X'ET T E R XdLvu/i.'u. 

1 Returned very lately from Prince ticftf*- 
tenftein's houfe at Felberg in Auftria^' 
where I paflcd a few days very agreeaBfy.' 
The Lichtenftein family is one of the fifft 
in this country, whether confidered in 
point of antiquity* wealth or dignity. Thia 
Prince, befides his lands in Auftria, has 
confiderable eftates in Bohemia, Moravia, 
and that part ofSilefia which belongs to 
the Emprefs. Like Prince Eftherhafie, he 
has body-guards in his own pay. — I be- 
lieve no other fubjeds in Europe retain this' 
diftin£tion. 

Felberg is a fine old manfion, about forty 
miles from Vienna. The apartment's ^3« 

large/ 
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largCf convenient, and furnilhed in the 
magnificent ftyle which prevails in the no- 
blemen's houfes of this country. The 
company <u)n(Hled of the Prince and Prin- 
acfs, the Count Degenfeldt and his Lady, 
a vjMry aocompUflied woman ; the D — of 
IJf— r-, Mr. M , an Englifli officer, an- 
other Ejpglifh gentleman, and myfelf. Our 
entertainment was in every refped fplendid*, 
particularly in the article of attendants* 
Some of the Auftrian nobility carry this 
point of magnificence to a height, which 
toujld fcarcely be fupported by the beft 
e0ate$ in England, where one footman is 
more expenfive than four in this country. 

The day after our arrival, breakfaft was 
feryed tQ the company feparately in their 
own apartments, as is the cuftom here. 
We afterwards fet out for another villa 
belonging to this Prince, at fix miles di* 
^ance^ where he intended to give the D — 
tjbiC amufement of hunting. The Prin* 

cefs. 
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qefSj the. Countcfe Degcafddt, ftbe P^t 

and Captain M ^, wctc in oiic cq^^^ 

the Prinoci the County and I, in anothor; 
■tj^etwo. young Princes, with their ga^m^ 
not and the young Engliih gentleman^ in 
a thirds with a great retinue on JK>jfe« 
hack. 

As the day was well advanced when we 
arrived, I imagined the hunting would be- 
gin immediately ; — But every thin^ is jjone 
with method and good order in this coun- 
try, and it was judged proper to dine ifi 
the firft place. This in due time Ijein^g 
concluded, I thought the men would have 
proceeded diredly to the fcene of adion, 
leaving the ladies till their returnwy-rB^it 
here I foupd myfelf ag4in miftaken :-»— The 
ladies vvere to a^flift in the whole of tfeja 
expedition... But b^ there was a ne^^jpity 
,t^ traverfe a la^ge wood, into which c^^ 
cou]d not enter, vehicles of i n\org,CMar 
modioufi conftrudion were P^^^P^^m. ^ 

forget 
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foi-ga Miit riame is giTeh^'tb thefe car- 
"^li^fii. ' Tlifey are bf the form df beiicWer, 
^ith ftufffea /eats, ifpoh t^hWh fix ot eigttt 
peopk triay 'place tfieinfelves one BcKmd 
the dthrif . 'They are dritwti' by fodt 
"horfes^ ktid Aide over the ^raun3 Itfcc^'a 
fledgej^paffing along paths and traCkTifft 
ways, over which no whed -carriage cduTd 
be drawn. ..: *^^ 

. After being conveyed in this mannet 
acrofa thfe wood, and/a' confideraWe wa^ 
beyoQKtitf we came to a^viry latgQ'opeA 
field, in which there were fever al little 
circular inclofiires of trees and underwood 

"at wide intervals from each'bthef.— T*his 
nunting had hitherto been attended with 

^ very little fatigue j for wd had been car^ 
ried the whole way in coaches/ ot on the 
iledges, which are ftill eafief than 'any 

'coacK In fhort, we had b^en peffe<S!y 
^^afiivd fince breakfaft, ex(iept dtiring the 

' time bf diftnen ^ ' ' - '" ' ' - 

. i But 
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' But wiien we arrived at this lai^ pl^Sh^ 
I' was informed, that the himtiAg wolftd^ 
cemmeoce within a vcrjr fhort timi:;^ ^-V 
then cxpcfted we (hould have fome'Vibi^ 
Jerit exercife after fo much ina<aivi^i'^afir41 
began to fear that the ladies mighr^^e^ 
pvcr-fatigued, when, lo! the Princieia fiif-^ 
vants began to arrange fome portable chaiif jl^ 
at a fmall diftance from one of the thickens * 
above mentioned. The Princefs, Coiin-" 



tcfs, and the reft of the company ^'feof^* 
then- places; and when every b6dy tt^' 
ieatcd, they afibred rac that the hunting 
was juft going to begin. 

. ."..an Utt£ 

I own, my curiofity was now exeittff^ff ' 
a very uncommon degree; and I Wis^fi^ 
with impatience to fee the ifluc of a 1iu8i&^ 
ing, which had been conduced iti a'ftyf#- 
fo different from any idea I had of that di^'^ 
Tcrfion* While 1 fat loft in conje£lDV^7^ 
I perceived, at a great diftance, alohgf1ii»^ 
of people moving towards the little yii^oi^^ 
I near 
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n^'^^ the company was reate<i.v As , 
they \*?alked along, they gradually formedJ 
the fegment of a circle^ whofe centre waa 
this wood. I undcrftood that thefe wer«; 
pealants» with their wives and children^ 
whOf walking forward in this matweri 
roufe the game^ which naturally take ihel«* 
ter;iti^ the thicket of trees and buihes* Aa 
fopn.as this happened, the peasants ruflied 
in at the fide oppofite to that where our 
company had taken poft, beat out the 
game, and then the maffacre began* 

i Each perfon^was provided with a fufil> 
and. many more were at hand loaded for 
iq^pedute. life* The fervants wer-e em-* 
p|gcfed. in charging as £aft as .the pieces 
wiire, fired off: So that an uninterrupted 
flxoptiqg was kept upi as Jong as the ^me 
continued flying or running out of the 
woodi~rhe. Prince hardty ever .miffed*^—* 
Hj^ :^imJ^f killed above thirty partridges, 
* few. gheafant^ and three hares. _ 

At 
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- - At^be begiunhig of this ftenb, l-vhu M 
good deal furprtfed- (0 fee a (^vkof tianft 
A fu(»i to the Pfiodofsi who with |Hetf<. 
toolneft, and Vriihout nfing froni faret fiaK^ 
t09k, k\ta at a partridge^ wl^h j mt M^ 
ately fell to the grbmid. With the ftdii 
eafe; (he killed :tcn or twelrc puiirtlgM 
attd pheafaoti, at about dosble the iliM*< 
ber of fhots.— ThJe exectiti^ft 4i<itie by (Hd 
reft of the cotnpbny was bf no trieati* b6«i 
fidcrablc. • L 

Though I had not heard of it before, 
I bow udder ftodd, that fikoottog w ofit^an 
uncdmmon amufement with the Qernbof 
ladies: And it is probable, their atteff? 
tton to the deUcacy of the fkir fei; Uii 
induced tht bardy Germatis to lirader thii 
diverfiod fo little fatiguing. 

The company afterwards Walkeii tor 
other little incldfures of pladtib^/ wli6r^ 
fome game wai driven out kt^d ItUllsA'ii 

before. 
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lielfW.-f—The following da7^ tluct^ir^cc 
iK|tuii|£^ us to another of his feat^^ ^v^K^ 
tket% it a very fine. open wood^i 641 : of 
deci: i>f (very kind^ foFOie of > them tj^ 
lari^il X QvejT faw* There is alfp.aigwM 
aumber of wild boara, one of whicbr by 
the Fjsiuce's perpuflion, the IX— * of H-^~?f* 
killed* . 

Nothing eould furpafs the politenefs and 
magnificence with which the company 
were entertained during the whole of their 
Itay. The Princefs is a woman of in ami- 
able charader, and a good undcrftandingj 
educates her children, and manages her 
affairs with the utmoft prudence and pro- 
priety. 

This family, and many of the nobility, 
who have hitherto been at their country- 
(eats, are now about to return to Vienna. 
The family of Monfieur and Madame de 
Pergen have been here for fom? time. This 

Vol-. II. D d lady 
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lad jT is. aa mtmate fnend of die Comikli 
Thuoe; and nearly the fame Compaay* 
who form her faciety* . now afiemble twice 
a week at the houie of Madame de Fergco^ 
who rii^als the Countefs in good fenfe and 
many ftCCompUflimeatSi and, without raif* 
ing jbaloiify or ill- will, ^i^$ vHfhllkcar 
die efteem of the beft company crf-this^ 
place. The agreeable footing on whUh 
ibciety h efUbliO^ed here> and the.nun^Mr 
of ^efpe£kablc people with whom wc aro 
acquainted, fills me with rc;grct at the 
thoughts of leaving Vienna j but the D^df 
H-—^ iftcV"^^^ ^ P^^s the winter in titljri 
IndeecJ^ if Ije did not, h? would be oW^ 
liged to delay the journey a whole yfctr,| 
or fubmit to the inconveniencies of travel- 
ling in the (ummer mombs, whicli,''ia fo 
hot^l cliiiiate, is rather to be avoided. ^ ' • 



ill 
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' ' LETTER XCni. 

^ . i * ' 

T Have not fald any tiring of the Auftrmoa 

army, kavlng fome fufpfekai tJ9at:^J^ 

#4ther over-dofcd you with military de-w 

^ia from Berlin, wliere the fia>]^ of 

tsf Icttera was continually befoi^e iWy «yei4 

Bot tlie Emperor has very feir df hit 

Q^Qopa in garrifon at Vieniia. They make 

H^^^ apptataoce, and th« army in general 

aj^x^Qivpdicioufly dothedi than any other 

I^^^Teea, 

«^- - • 
Jnfiead of coats with long fkirts, theitf 

uniform is a fhort jacket of white cteth, 

with warftcoat and hreeches of the fame, 

and each foWier has a furtout of coarfe 

gray cloth, which he wears in cold or 

rainy weather. This he rolls irp in a yery 

Dd 2 fmall 
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fmall bulk when the weather is good, and 
it is little or no incumbrance on a march. 
They have Ihort boots for (hoes ; and, in 
place of hats, they wear caps of very ftout 
leather, with a brafs front, which ufually 
Hands up, but which may be let down 
upon occafion, to prevent their cyes^ from 
being incommoded by the fun. 

Except a very few Hungarians who dp 
duty within the palace, there are no 
troops in the Auftrian fervice witli in- 
creafed pay, and exclufive privileges, un- 
der the denomination of body-guards ; the 
marching regiments on the ordinary efta- 
blifliment, form the garrifon of Vienna", 
and perform the duty of guards by no- 
tation. 

The infolence of the Praetorian bands 

at Rome, fo often terrible to their maf*- 

ters; the frequent infurrefli(Mis of the'Ja^i- 

niffaries at Conftantinople, and the rfrvolu^ 

^ tions 
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tions efFe£led by the Ruffian guards at 
Peterfburgh, fufficiently point out the dan- 
ger of fuch an inftitution. Thefe ex- 
amples may have influenced the Auftrian 
government to renounce a fyftem which 
feems to render certain regiments lefs uFe- 
ful, and more dangerous, than the reft of 
the army. . : - 

; .The "Auftrian army is calculated at con- 
fiderabjy above two hundred thoufand; 
and, it is imagined, thait there never was 
a . greater number of excellent officers in 
the fervice than at prefent ; fo that in cafe of 
a war with Pruffia, the two powers \4^ill be 
more equally matched than ever,. It would 
be unfortunate for this Court if it fbould 
break, out at prefent, for there are feme 
ccMumotions among; the peafaeitgtjn Bohe- 
niiat^ ^which^ occafionra general di£|uiet, 
arid* by ; whtehi fome individuals hive fuf- 
tained great loflfes. One aoWeman of 
Dd 3 thQ 
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tfe 6rft rank ha& had h\» honie, litfd j^' 
the furniture, bqrot to the g-romid; ^-'- 
gether with fomc large out-hotlrrc^Mwar' 
hiscaftlc- ^ ^''-'''' 

TheCis exce&Si according tofbmey pro* 
ceed from merq wtiMoaoeT^t, aod Ic^e 
of mifchief, in the people. Othe» aflect^ 
that they are excited by the tyranny of 
the lordsy vrhicfa ha| driven thcSfe poor 
men to ^e%)air. Whichfoeirci? ijf theB 
accounta is true» it feems eyiicDt to sie^* 
that it wouM be much better fbr the Wl&^' 
a& well as the pea&nte^ that tke-'lil^^- 
inftead of being bond-men> w»e in^k^roir^ 
of freedom. At p*de»t, they pa^ Al^' 
rent by workib^ a^'certain nn»b*r^^<®^i 
lib the week for iheii^ mafters, and liialh^^ 
tain themMves ^d fa^iilk^ by labottf^^ 
ing-the others day & ok their own atooi;kit*^* 
You will readily feelic^w^ that 'mdr^^iritt^ 
bufintfft war bo done in one di*y^4rhtit 

' -'Jfliey^ 
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tli^ '*ork fot i!hrtrtfcr*t«i thati in /t^wQr 
Up labour for tBdi-lbrds. This occafit>nS', 
HT*huriiour arid UoM on the part of the 
ihafter, and Katred and r^Vdlt ita tMt of; 
tlie peafants. 

^If the cftaies^ m Bohemia werd fet.to 
fK^men at a reafonible rent^. freoddn^ 
and .property woiild excite a fpirit of ia^, 
di^Rry acnodg thefe kidolent p?opie; They 
would then wdrk >c^ery day with cJieer* 
futoeft* «nd go©d-will, dfid h att^ c6ii- 
T^iosd t&e landtords revemiei w^isld lo^: 
creafc daily. In cofifequence of ihte> the 
|ibs^£m|s wduldi 10 ill proba^ftiy, con- 
tinue as much attached to the grounil 
fmm choice, as they are at prefent from 
neceffity — ^0a >>rfe not fee families in 
©rtat Britain' remaiTi for many generations . 
tfn ^entlemcn*8 cfktes, though the n^after 
fi^. |tie privilege of changing his tenant;- 
af^'i^e tensiiit his maftcr,.at the end of ^ 
eyfery leafe ? - 

D d 4 In 
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" la almoft every cout^ry in EardfUfi 
except Englandi the inhabitants are coa^ 
fined by fome barrier or other, to the 
fit4iatio)i in which they are born. The 
total want of educatbn neceffarily obliges 
the greater part to gain their livelihood by 
bbdii^ labonr* National opinions prerant 
odiers from ever fifing above the Icwl of 
their birth, however fublime their gepius^ 
er hQwcvt2r great their acquired knowledj^. 
But in bur iOand' the Idoor oi fcience, 
aod confecjuently the toad to ambitidn, 
is open. to almoft every individual.! Even 
in the tnoft remote village fomc degree 
of education is beftowed dn the pcoreft 
inhabitants, c 

This may be of little.. or no importance 
to nipety-nine in a buadred j . and of ^he 
fmall number who, by .improyii^. this 
pittance of knowledge, yaife th?ijjJ5?lves 
above the ftate in which they wtre^tpyn, 
very few arrive at any degree of emiocnce 5 

the 
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/tbe-p^fon of whkh is,, that great g«niu> 
.i0;-a^uaJity very fparingly* dealt -out ^o 
- mankind. -Though it muft be allo'wfed 
that much the greater part of the inhabit- 
ants of the fame country and climate are 
born with nearly the fame natui*al abilities; 
and that the degrees of education, and 
other opportunities of improvement, gra- 
dually form all the difference which appear^ 
among them in future life ; f yet-I canum, 
•with Helvetius, .believe that genius is €«*. 
tirely the work of education* ' 

^^I,am fully: convincfedf.that Nature is 
r. contipually; producing :fc«Be individuals in 
every natioa of a finer orgarlization, with 
an infinitely greater aptitude for fcienoe 
of ;evcry kiod> artd wJiafir minds. are capable 
of a more fublimc and^e«6fifivfe rang^ 'of 
thought, liian is attainable 6fy the coaw 
toon run of mankind with any poffible de- 
gree of "culttlre. This natural fuperiority 
is what I call genius* Wherever a confi- 
■^ ^ 3 derable 
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dcfrable fhareof thta h lodged^ a little cid^ 
tivaition will be fufiicrenti but fotne^ is^ab^. 
felutel^ rcquifite to make it apipeah 






When k does exift in ihe toinds of pear 
iants In RufHa, Polaadt ai^ fome pans of 
Germany^ Uregiiins dormsfntfrora negleS, 
01? k fmother^d by oppreffidn^ But m Great 
Britain^ the degree of edociftioa i^hich u 
now univeriy, fitoall as it m 'will be fuf- 
ficieat fd roufe, animate;, and htitig into 
action the fire of exkraor dinafry genius^ the 
feeds of which impartial Nature is as apt to 
place m the mfitnt breaft of a ^ifmfft a$ of 
a prince. The clidnce of great atld diftin^ 
guiihed mtn ipriogtng; upik ar ccAmtry^. is 
therefore n»t to far cahoiketed by the numA 
ber of inhadHtHnts, bt^thy the asmfiitt' w^bo^ 
ininds receiTethat dfegreeof cohivxt^nine'^ 
ceflaiy to^call &irtfar their ktent/powsers* 

On the fuppofitio©, that^ one kragdona 
contains eight milUons of iuharbitafnts, and 

another 
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another triple the number, many more 
'men of original genius, and great eminenjce 
in every art and fcience, may, from the cir- 
cumftances above mentioned, be expefted 
to appear in the firft than in the fecond. In^ 
Great Britain, for example, almoft all ib^ 
nati\^ may be included in the calculation ; 
but in the other countries which I have men^i 
tioocd, the peaiantty, who fotm the mc^ 
sumeKmaclaiW mttft be flrock out. 



« 



-, ' 
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r LETTER XaV. 

Victma. . 

^ry^HETHER It is owing to the cxr 
ample of the Emprefs, or to. what' 
other caufe, I fhall not take upon .me lo 
decide ; but there certainly appears a 
warmer and more general attachment to 
religion in Vienna, than in any pther great 
town in Germany : There is alfo a greatejr 
appearance of fatisfaftion and happing 
here than in many other cities, . where 
religious impreffions are more feeble and 
lefs prevalent : It is not improbable, that 
the latter may be a confequence of tbq 
former. 

* .. 

Irreligion and fccpticifm, exclufive of 
the bad efFefts they may have on the 

moraU 
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morals or future deftiny of men, impair 
even their temporal bappinefs, by bbr 
fcuring thofe bopes, which, in foinc fi- 
tuations, are their only confolation. In 
whatever fuperior point of view thofe mea 
may confider themfelves, who deride the 
opinions which their fellow-citizens hold 
facred, this vanity is often overbalani^ 
by the irkfome doubts which obtrude on 
their minds. Uncertainty with refpeS to 
the moft interefting of all fubjefts, or a 
fisced perfuafion of annihilation, are equally 
4trfQpportable to the greater part o£ man* 
kind, who fooner or later endeavour to pdt 
in a claim for that bright reverfion, which 
religion has promifed to believers. If th* 
idfea of annihilation has been fupported 
without pain by a few philofophers, it ii 
the utmoft that can be faid ; fuch a ^ate 
of mind can never be a fource of fatisfac* 
tion or pleafure. People of great fenfibl*^' 
lity feldom endure it long; their fond 

* defire 
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ileGrfe o^immortaKty arerttrtm cvwy^^li^ 
brk Whicft iceptkifib had atteiripted^^ 
tsiife itt tbcir miiMis; the^ ^xinot MdSt 
hf a doSrine which plucks from^^^^ 
fccart a deeply-todtcd hope, tcdrt tfttidtii- 
all thofc ties of humanity, afl%68o{i^ 
ffiendlhip, and love, which it has 1)iretiL 
the hufinefs of then: Kves to Bind# ±&k 
which they cxpeft will be eterarf. Sinrt 
fcnfil»Rty rcnderi the heart aVerfe «5 
fbcptiofiQi and inclinable to deyotipo> 
we may naturally exj^d to find wdmeii 
OKire dcvom thaa nacn; very few of that 
^ijcate fer hare been able to IooIk with 
fiedfaft cycft on a profped, which lermi* 
sates in a dtfmal blanks aod thofe few^ 
who have had that degree of philofophi- 
cal fdxtitudeik have not been the moft 
amiable of the fex. 

None of my female acquaintance at 

Vienna are in this uncomfortable ftate^of 

« z mind> 
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^q4» jbut ip4i^ oif them l^ve ejqalyfoMcf^ 
f9me fanciful piece of fupq:ftu;iap,of th^||r 
pvvn upon the extenfive ground which the 
iJbQmaa CathpHc faith aflPor^^. In a lady's 
^oufe a few days ago I happened to tB^e up 
a book which lay upoa the table,-r-a fmaU 
pfcftlire of the Virgin Mary on vclluox fcjl 
l^om between the leaves ; under the figure 
of tbe Virgin there was an infcrtption,^ 
which I tranflaite literally. 

*' Tbk 18 pjTCfented by -^^-* to her 

** deareft friend — — , in token of the 

*5 fkicerefl regard andaffe<3:ion j begging that 
*^ a3 often as (he beholds this figure of the 
** blefled Virgin, (he may mix a fentiment of 
'^ 9ffi;dJ;ion for her abfent friend, with the 
'5 emotions of gratitude and adoration flxe 
** feels for the Mother of Jefus." 

The lady informed me, that it was ufual 
fox intimate friends to fend fuch prelents to 
each other when they were aliput tofepa- 

rate^ 
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rate, and when there was a probability of 
their being long afundcr. 

Therefeems to befomething exceedingly 
tehder iind pathetic in blending friend(hij)( 
with religious fentiments, and thus by a 
kind of confecratbn endeavouring to pre- 
fervc the former from theeflPeds of time and 
abfence.— The perufal of this infcription re- 
called to my memory certain connexions X 
have at home, the impetuofity of which 
recoUedion affeded me beyond expreffion. 

t remarked in this lady's houfe anothet 
beautiful pidiire of the Virgin, ornamented 
with a rich frame, and a filk curtain to pre- 
ferve it from duft ; I obferved that fhe never 
looked at it but with an air of veneration 
and love, nor paffed it when uncovered by 
the curtain without a gentle bending of the 
knee. — She told me, that this pidure had 
been loqg in the family, and had been al- 
ways held in the higheft efteem, for that 

both 
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hoth her mother and fhe owed fomc of the, 
mod fortunate events of their lives to the 
protedion of the blefled Virgin, and f}ic 
fcemed notintirely free from a perfuafi<?a 
that tl^e attention of the Virgin was m fomc 
degree retained by the good offices of this 
identical pifture. She declared that the 
confidence flae had in the Virgin's goodnefs 
and protedionj was one of the greateft com* 
forts flie had in life — that to her (he could* 
without reftraint, open her heart, and pour 
out her whole foul under every affli(aion, 
and. flie never failed to find herfelf corar 
forted and relieved by fiich effufioos. 

I obf?rvedf that devout Proteftants found 
the fame confolatioh in addreffing the Al- 
mighty* 

She faid — She could not comprehend how 
that could be — for that God the Father was 
{o great and awful, that her veneration was 
mixed with fuch a degree of dread as con- 

Vol- IL E e founded 
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filnnded All her ideais when Ihe attcfta^ted 
to approach him ; but the bklled M$Stfvfd$ 
of fo mildi fo condefcending, and cooilpa^ 
fionate a charader, that flie could dddtefil 
her ^ith more confidence* 

She faid, fhe knew it was her ddty '^ 
adore the Creator of the univerfe, and Ape 
fulfilled it to the heft of her power, hqt 
flie cdo^ld not divert herfelf of a certain dd-^ 
gf ee of reftrs^iiit in her devotions to him, or 
even to her Saviour; but the blefled Mary 
being herfelf a woman, and acquainted wJth 
all the weaknefs and delicacies of tfeeriinc, 
(he could to her open her heart vrith $:Ak'^ 
gree of freedom which it Wais not poffifele 
for her to ufe to any of the Perfons of the 
Holy Trinity. — Regardez fa phyfionomie, 
?idded fhe, pointing to the pidure, — mon 
Pieu, qu elle eft douce, qu^elle eft ^n^ 
tieyfe ! 

• theft 
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Tfacfe fendments, however tontrbpy to the 
Proteftant tenets, and the maxims of philo- 
Ibphy, are not unnatural to the human 
^lieart*--*Voltaire fays, that man has always 
fliewn an inclination to create God after his 
own image; this lady formed an idea of 
the blefled Virgin from the reprefentation 
of the painter, as well as from the account 
given of her in the Evangelifts ; and her re- 
ligion allowing the Mother of Chrift to be 
aaobjeflt of worfhip, fhe naturally turned 
the ardor of her devotion to her whofe power 
ihe imagined was fufficient to proted her 
yotaries here, and procure them paradife 
hereafter, and whofe character fhe thought 
<ii^ fome particulars fympathifed with her 
owa* 

Some zealousf Proteftants may pofTibly be 

ihocked at this lady^s theological notions ; 

however, as in other refpeds fhe is a woman 

of an excellent oharader, and obferves the 

E e 8 moral 
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moral precepts of Chriftianity with as much 
attention as if her creed had been purified 
by Luther, and doubly refiaed by Calvin, it 
is hoped they will not think it too great an 
cxtenfion of charity to fuppofe that her fpe- 
culative errors may be forgiven. . ^._, 



*-: r^ ^. 
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LETTER XCV. 

Vienna. 

^T^ HE preference which is given by indi* 
viduals in Roman Catholic countries 
to particular Saints, proceeds fometimes 
from a fuppofed connexion between the 
characters of the Saints and the votaries ; 
men exped the greateft favour and indul- 
gence from thofe who mod refemble them- 
felves, and naturally admire others for 
the qualities which they value moft in their 
own character. 

A French officer of dragoons, being at 
Rome, went to view the famous ftatue of 
Mofes by Michael Aqgelo j the artift has 
conveyed into this mafter-piece, in the opi- 
nion of fome, all the dignity which a human 
form and human features are capable of re- 

E e 3 ceivingj 
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cdviiig ; he hais endeavoured ta gitre tliiS ' 
ftatuc a countenance worthy of ihe great le-- 
giflatorof the Jews, the favourite 6f Heaven, 
who had conyerfed fac6 td face with the- 
Deity. The oflScer happened to be ac-» 
quainted with the hiftory of Mofes, but he 
iaitf nb great ftrefs on any of theft eireuift- 
ftances — Hfe admired him much more on ac* 
count of one adventure in which he ima- 
gined Mofes had acquitted himfclf like a 
man of fpirit, and as he himfelf would have 
^Qne — — VoiU qui eft terrible ! voil^ qui 
eft fublime ! cried he at fight of the ftatne-^ 
and after a little paufe he added, on voit la 
tin drole qui a donne des coups de bSttin ea 
fon tems, et qui a tue fon homme. 

The crucifix^, and ftatues^ and pidlurej 
of Sairtts, v^ith which Popifli churches aw 
filled, were no doubt intended to awaken 
devotion When it became drowfy, and to 
excite iti the mind gratitude and ycncratioa 
for the holy perfons they reprefent j but it 
3 cannot 
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tgnpfithc denied t^at the gip£^ imi^g^Qfhs 
tio^js^of the geii€wlity<>f manJdad .^e e^i-* 
c^dii^gly prone ;o forget theodgi^als, ^tad 
tr^nsfeftlieir adoration to the fenfelef^ %urp?^. 
ivhich^hey behold, and before which tJji^ 
l^npeh .So that whatever was the ^origioai 
dc%|tiiind whatever .effeiSs thofe ftatues aaft 
piiSures have on the minds of calm, iea* 
fible Roman Catholics, it is certain that 
they often are the objeds of as cojnplete 
idolatry as ever was pradifed in Athens or 
Rome^ before the ftatues of Jupitet or 
Apollo* 

On what other principle do filch multi- 
tudes flock from all the Roman Catholic 
countries in Europe to the fhrine of our 
Lady at Loretto? Any ftatue of the Virgin 
would ferve as efFeitually as that to recal 
her to the memory, and people may adore 
her as devoutly in their own pariih churches, 
a$ in the chapel at Loretto.-^Tbe pilgrims 
E e 4 there- 
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tharcfoce nwft be perfuackd that theft k 
fome di?ipe iofloeQce or intelligeiiee ia^^^ 
(latuc which i$ kept there) that it^hqs^.a: 
Qonfcioufnefs of all the trouble they harae 
takciiy »od the iacoaveaiencies to wbkh 
they have been expofcd, by, fong journfes^ 
for the fole purpofe of kneeling before^ it 
inpnefereoce to all other images^ ^ '^^^ 

^ r 

It wafS probably on account of tfiis 
tcndcdcy of the human mind, that "the 

T 

Jews were forbid to make unto therfi- 

felvcs any graven image. This indeed feeins 

to have been the only method of feciuuig 

that fuperftitious people from idolatry; 

and notwithftanding the peremptory t^nor 

of the commandment, neither the zeal 

Bor remonft ranees of their judges andpi'6- 

phets could always prevent their making 

idols, nor hinder their worfhipping them 

wherever they found them ready made. ' 

Statues 
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dfeenlongfiD particular families, arli gletidfally 

.dkept with great care and attention ;"thfe prci- 

pfidtora €>ften have the fame kind 6f attafch- 

toeirt to them that the ancient heathens !md 

.:to their Dii Penates* — ^They are cdrifidert?d 

m: tutelary and domeftic divinities, from 

whom the family expert protection. When 

a feries of unfortunate events- happens m a 

fs^mily, it fometimes creates a fufpicion that 

the family ftatues have loft their influence* 

This alfo is a very ancient fetitiment j iSfcue- 

tpnius informs us, that the fleet of Auguftus 

having been difperfed by a ftorm,and many 

of the fliips loft>. the Emperor gave orders 

that the. ftatue of Neptune fhould not be 

carried in proceflion with.thofe of the other 

Gods, from an opinion that theOodof the 

Sea was unwilling or unable to prote^ his 

navy, and in either cafe he deemed him not 

worthy of any public rpark of diftiijc- 

iion. 

The 
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The -^uioe tenets of die R^jawn.C^t* , 
thoUc <3huKh certainly do pot autjl^rij^rt 
ai^ of the fupetftitiona above mejitiopcji*, 
whieb «e gB<iewiUy confiiwd to the qr6(iu.*r 
loilft ^ad illiterate in the hvief rank;* qf, , 
lifej.^-*Yet inftances are fometimes-to Jbe met 
\»ith in a higher fphere : a Frenchmaif ifi 
a creditable way of life had a foaall figure 
of our Saviour on the Crofs, of very qoH 
rbus workmanfhipi he offered it for fal^- 
toatt Englifli gentleman of my acqugjut^ 
ance; after expatiating on the excelleucy 
of the workmanfhip, he told him that he 
had long kept this crucifix with the diDft 
pious care, that he had always addrefied: it 
in his private devotioni and that ia return 
he had expeaed fome degree of prote^ion 
and favour ; inflead of which he had oB 
late been reinarkably unfortunate} that all 
the tickets he had in the lottery had proved 
blanks ; and having had ^ great fhare in 
the cargo of a (hip coming from the Weft- 
Indies, he had recommended it in the moft 

fervent 
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fervent manner in his prayers to the cruci- 
fix, and that he might give no offence, by 
any appeaVance of want of faith, he had 
not infured the goods — not^ithftaading all 
which the reffel had been fhipwrecked, 
and the cargo totally loft, though the 
failors, in whofe prefervation be had no 
concern, had been all faved-^Enfin, Mon- 
fieur, cried he, with an accent of irtdigoa'^ 
tion mingled with' regret, and railing hia 
ihoulders above his ears, £nfini Moofieup^ 
il fti'a manque, et je vends men Chrift. ^ 

Happy for Chriftians of every denomina-^ 
tioo^ could they abide by the plain, rational 
benevolent precepts of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, receding all the conceits of fuperfti- 
tion, which never fail to deform its original 
beauty, and to corrupt its intrinfic purity I 
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LETTER XCVI. 

Vienna. 

/^UR difputes with the colouie^ ^hpivc 
been a prevailing topic of converfetfOf^ 
wherever we have been fince we left Eng^ 
land* The warmth with which thia ft^))©^ 
18 handled increafes every day. At pjfefeij^ 
the inhabitants of the continent feeni as im-r 
patient as thofe of Great Britain,, for ne^ja? 
from the other fide of the Atlantic^ ^}:{J 
with this difference, that here they ^re.^y 
of one mind : — all praying for fucce^fig 
the Americans, and rejoicing in, jiVi^f^ 
piece of bad fortune which happens « tooiw. 
army. ir 

That the French fhould be pleafed with 
commotions which muft diftrefs and weaKeri 
Great Britain, and may transfer to them an 

equal 
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.ftqual right to every advantage we gained by 
the laft war, is not furprifing; but why the 
inhabitants of every other country (hould 
take part againft England, and become 
partizans of America, is not fo apparent, 

* I fhould forgive them, and even joiri i}i 
fentiment with them, as far as my regard 
for the honour and happinefs of my coun- 
try would permit, if this proceeded from an 
attachment to liberty, and a generous partia- 
lity for men who repel opprefSon, anc^ 
firuggle for independency.— But this is noi 
the cafe. — Thofe who can reap no pofli-* 
ble advantage from the revolt of America? 
tlicriTe who have not an idea of civil libehyi 
arid would even be forry to fee it cftablifh- 
ed in their own country J thofe who have* 
tio other knowledge of the difpute, than 
that it is ruining England; all join as allies 
to the Americans, not from love to them,^ 
but evidentlj^ from diflike to us. 

When 
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When I firft obferved this hoftile d^po^ 
fitbn^ I thought it might proofed frorii itdr 
bcmg oflfended at that preference which tht 
£f)gU(h give to their own country and 
c&untrymenj above all others : but this coa* 
ccit we have in common with every other 
tiation on the globe, all of whom (ihcfilh 
the fame favourable opinion of themfelvei. 
It affuredly prevails in France in an eminent 
degfee»-~There is hardly one fceptic or un- 
believer in the whole nation.— It is the 
univerfal creed, that France is the findl 
country in the world ; the French the moft 
ingenious and moft amiable pcopki ^c- 
gelling in all the arts of peace and wur.j 
and that Paris is the capital of poUtehdfe, 
and the center of learning, genius, -and 
tafte. 

This lati8fa<3:ion at the misfortunes of 
Great Britain cannot therefore arifeiiroxQ a 
caufe which is applicable to every other 
country. It may, indeed, in fome mea- 

furet 
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fore, proceed from envy of the richds, and 
jealoufy of the powcrof the Englifh nation; 
birt, I believe, ftfll more from our taking no 
trouble to conciliate the aflFedions of fc^- 
reigncrs, and to diminifh that envy ^tid ill- 
will v^hich great profperity often creates* 
The.. French, though perhaps the vaideft 
people on earth of their own advantages, 
have fome degree of confideration for the 
Icelingfi and felf-^love of their neighbours. A 
Frenchman endeavours to draw from them 
an acknowledgment of thefuperiority of his 
country, by making an elogium on whatever 
is excellent in theirs. But we are apt to build 
our panegyric of Old England, on the ruin 
jtnd wretchednefs of all other countries. 
w«Italy is too hot, the inns miferable, and 
the whole country (warms with monks and 
other vermin. — ^In France, the people are 
ilaves and coxcombs, the mufic execrable ; 
i^they boil th?ir roe^it to rags, and there is 

no 
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no potter, and very little llroog ale, inr thrt 
country.— In Germany, fome of tl>dr Mti^ , 
C€8 have little more to fpend thaa M Ea^i * 
li0i gentleman: — They ufe ftowfi irtikkd^^ 
grates: They eat four crout, a!iid l]pea^ 
High Dutch.— The Danes and Swcdo aw 
reminded, that they are rather at too gr«t 
a diftance frojn the equator ; and manyil^ 
liints are given concerning the inoonve^' 
niencies of a cold climate.— Of * all thio^^ 
I ihould think it moft prudent to be fileot 
on this laft topic, as fo many paltry Aaxese 
will take precedency of Old England, when-' 
ever it is the eftablifhed etiquette that ranlg^'^ 
ihall be deterpained by climate. 

But this confideration has no effcd on 
my honeft friend John Bull. When he is 
in a choleric humour, he will not fpare his 
beft friends and neareft neighbours, even 
wben he has moft need of their afBftance, 

. aW 
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9mi rnhan ihok at a dsftafiicc tf^sm &» Kaim^ . 
plotlcii hk' r»ia.-^If W* oT?iro Mer PftS 
jgioold fibovr A dirpditioa to £c>rg^ d^i . 
iqiiat^l^ tp Ui^ in friendship with bot^ 
bKitbesTi ji»d Should d^ki^ that all w^ 
TenoiMOediiis irkndiiipwcre htr enemies^ 
and rtfolve to coiiqu^r by Ms fide, or if thait 
fhould fail, to die hard alopg wtth hiltt^-r- 
No I d — n ye, fay's John, none of your 
cwxing:-— Yoti ! he d — ^d I you arcfarcher 
North thaa I.: — Keep ycwir dAftancc , - ^ »■ 
An4 fo he faWe a pelting Peg witk her cmx\ 
fa^w^halUj aadthen turning from her, ha 
attMks licwia BatKx>n, Lord Stmt, Lor4 
Peter, and daflies their foup maigre, olio's, 
and maccarooi, full in their teeth. 

But to drop allegory ; the univcrCkl ^ti«- 
faifJion which appears all over Europe, at 
the idea of/ England's being Jftript of her 
colonic, certainly does not iatirely. origi- 
nate from political fcntiments; but in a 
great degree from that ceferw which keeps 
\ Vol. IL F f EnglUhmen 
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'SnglUhnen from cultivating tbe frieodibip 

0£ ibmgncrs; that pride whi^ hiod«8 

theiDf front ftooping to humour prejudices ; 

n^t ikuHSbrence which makes them dif- 

.dTSgxrdi the approbation of others, and b9- 

i fjay the contempt they are too ready to 

c4bjcm for cuftoms or fentiments di6Fer€{kt 

from their own. 

Thcfe are things not eafily forgiven, and 
for which no fuperiority of genius, magim- 
nimity, or integrity, can compenfate. The 
fam€ caufes which have made foreigners 
' take part againft us in the difpute with 
America, induce thofe of them who ,are 
rich> and can fpend their revenues put of 
their owq country, to prefer France to Eng- 
land for that purpofe. The difference be- 
tween London and Paris in point oC climate 
is very.fmall* The winter amufements oi 
the formei? are more magnificent {.and per- 
haps etery con venicncy, and nxoft of the 
luxiwks of life are to be found there in 
4 greater 
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greater perfeSion. During the (Utpoltr 
months, by fuperior Ikill in agrico^nure aod 
a better tafte in gardening, England diijplays 
fuch fcenes of culiivatioa, of verdure and 
fertility, as no country on e^rth can/6q^fid• 
To thefe 2jre added the bleljings of liberty; 
yet few or no foreigners refide in Englajidt 
e:^cept thofe fhe n^aintains entirely at her 
own expence j all the wealthy, after a fhort 
vifit to London, returning to fpend their 
fortunes at Paris, 

Exclufiye of pecuniary advantages, it 
flatters the natural vanity of the French to 
':find their fociety preferred to that of all other 
peo{)le, and particularly to that of their 
^rbud rivals.— Let them enjoy this ad van « 
tage; let then^ draw to their capital the 
idle, t^e difl^pated, and the €6Fetniaate of 
^very country in Eurppe:-^but for heaven's 
fake, do you and your friend^ fa parKament 
fan on Ibme meafureta prevent them fro^i 
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eligagmg^ ifae afiedions of &9C i^dttHf teHJt 
Wethrcn ofiknertca. 

Such an nreat would be att^nckd wid^ 
fcvere confcqucneca to Great B^itaio, an4 
probably to America. There are, bowever, 
ib many repcllfng points^ in tfte Amcrlcaa 
and French charaftcr«» that I cannot fma- 
gine the adhefion between thera couM^ 
of long durition, fhould it take pJace. 

You may naturally fuppofe, from fome 
things in this letter^ that the peop/e here are 
10 a particular ipantier inveterate againft 
England, in Her difpute with America.' But 
in reality this is not the cafe : for aUhdugli 
in general they favour America, I have not 
ieen fo much moderation on that queftion 
any where as at Vienna. The Emperor, 
when fome perfon afkcd which fide he 
favoured, replied very ingcniouOy, Je fuis 
par metier royalifte* 
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^,1 wiftv thofc pf our coumryajbea^ wbaigr 
your account fkco^ to be carryiog their 2eatl 
for America too far, would remember qu^il* 
font par naifance Anglois. 

Juft a^ I was conolujding the abaye \ rcr 
ceived your#j informing me that your yxDUOg 
friend was in a ihort time to fet out on the 
wfual tour through Europe. I fhall take 
another opportunity of writing to bim oa 
the fubject you defire, at prefent I muft con- 
fine myfelf to the few follow ing hint** - 

1 hope he will always remember that vir- 
tue^and good fenfe are not confined to any 
particular place, and that one end of tra- 
yelling is to free the mind from vulgar pre- 
judices-^-he ought therefore to form cqn* 
nedions, and live on a focial footing with 
the inhabitants of the different countries 
through which he pafles ; let hiqi at leafl 
feem pleafed while he remains among them j 
this is the moft effe<Sual method of making 
1 them 
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them jpleafed with him, and of his accoin-* 
pliihing every objed he can have in vifiting 
their <K)imtry:. 

There arc inftances of Englifhmen^ who^ 
Tvhile on their travels, fliock foreigners, 
by an oftentatious preference of England to 
all the reft of the world, and ridicule the 
manners, cuftoms, and opinions of every * 
other nation, yet on their return to their 
own country, immediately aflume forei^^ 
manners, and continue during the ren^aimd^r 
of their lives to exprefs the higheft cga- 
tempt for every thing that is Englifti.- — ;-:- 
I hope he will entirely avoid fuch perverfe 
and ridiculous aflFedation. 

The tafte for letters which he has acr 
quired at the univerfity, I dare fay will not 
be diminiflied on claffic ground, or his 
mind be diverted, by a frivolous enthufiafm 
for mxkdCi or any -other paffiori, from <kc 
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manly ftudies and purfuits which b^conxc 
an Englifh genikman. 

As he regards the confidence o( his 
friends, the prefervation of his charadier, 
and the tranquillity of his mind, let no ex- 
ample, however high, lead him into the 
pradice of deep play. By avoiding gaming 
he will fecure one kind of independence, 
and at the fame time keep poflfeffion of 
another, by continuing the habit of ftudy, 
till the acquifition of knowledge has become 
one of his moft pleafing amufements. — Un- 
like thofe wretched mortals, who, to drag 
through the dreary hours of life, are con- 
tinually obliged to have recourfe to the 
afliftance of others, this fortunate turn of 
mind will add to his own happinefs, while 
it renders him more ufeful to, and lefs de- 
pendent on, fociety. 

The preceding fermon, if you think pro- 
per, you may deliver to the young traveller, 

with my bcft wifheSt 

Having 
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Halving delayed our journey feveral wbcks 
longer than was intended^ racreJy from a. 
reluflance of leaving a. place which we have 
found fo very agreeable, we have at length 
determined to fet out for Ital^ — and are to 
go by the Dutchies of Stii la and Carinthia, 
which is a fliorter route than that by the 
Tirol. As the time w6 ire to remain at 
Vienna will be entirely employed in the ne- 
ceffary arrangements for the journey,' and 
the painful ceremotiy of taldng leave o£ 
friends, you will not l^ear again from me 
till we arrive at Venice, — =— Mean while, I 
am, &c. 



THE tV D. 
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